Never Without Hope
Opening text: Acts 27:1,7-12, 18-20, 21-22
Introduction:

In today’s passage, the Apostle Paul is on the way to Rome to be on trial before Cesar,
because of his faith. He is made a prisoner for preaching the freedom that Christ
brings.

He is a prisoner, but in all his writings, he never said, I am a prisoner of Rome. He
said, I am a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:1 - For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles

We should never allow circumstances to define us. We are not prisoners of our past,
nor prisoners of our present circumstances. We are who God says that we are:

e The apple of His eye, according to Zechariah 2:8,
e The object of His affection, according to Deuteronomy 10:15
e More than conquerors, according to Romans 8:37

From Fair Havens to the eye of the storm

It wasn’t all smooth sailing when the boat where Paul and 275 others set off from
Caesarea.

27:1 - And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and
some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment.

V.7-8 - When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus,
the wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off
Salmone. 8 Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the
city of Lasea.

The journey didn’t start well:
e “the wind did not permit us to proceed”
e The word ‘difficulty’ is mentioned twice here.

At least they managed to arrive at “Fair Havens” — a great harbour of calm waters
south of Crete. As the name indicates, it was a pleasant place, beautiful, the perfect
place to escape adverse conditions.

However, the following verses show us that they decided to set sail. They went from
Fair Havens straight into the eye of a deadly storm!

V.9-12 - Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now
dangerous because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 1° saying, “Men, I
perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo
and ship, but also our lives.” 11 Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by




the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. 12 And
because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from
there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening
toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there.

The prospect of total loss

This passage speaks much about loss. But where is God when loss happens? Where
was God when Paul and 275 other people faced the prospect of much loss not only of
the cargo and ship but also of their own lives?

e God was maybe in the wind that ‘did not permit them to proceed’ (v.7)
(sometimes we fail to see the signs God is giving us).

e God was most definitely in the warning of Paul (v.10)

e Sometimes loss can also come because of circumstances outside our control. In
this case it had to do with other people’s decisions:

V. 1 - “And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy’...
V.12 — “The majority advised to set sail”

Not everything happens in life because of God’s will. Clearly people are free moral
agents with the ability to make decisions.

The prospect of loss here was a consequence of a decision the apostle Paul never made
but others made. The majority is not always right, unfortunately. Eventually they
caught up with what Paul was warning them about:

V.18 - And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next day they lightened
the ship.
The loss of Hope

V.20-21 - Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small
tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.
21 But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said,
“Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred
this disaster and loss.

The loss of hope is one of the greatest of disasters we can ever face in life. I believe that
one of the greatest assets we can ever possess is that of having hope. The happy
expectation of something good in the future is one of our most precious assets in life.
It is a precious commodity!

Hope is so crucial to our existence that God introduces Himself to us in the Bible as
God of hope.

Romans 15:13 - Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

What to do when hope is lost



I love what Paul said next:

v.22 - And now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among
you, but only of the ship.

With no reason to hope because there had been no change to their conditions (in fact
things were getting worse) Paul stood up and spoke hope: I urge you to take heart.

1. When hope seems lost, maybe we need to look in the mirror and speak to
ourselves, be of good cheer, take heart! You can do this!

Psalms 42:11 - Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted
within me? Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him, the help of my countenance and
my God.

Paul was not the only person who hoped, even when victory seemed lost.

Romans 4:18 says that Abraham “contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he
became the father of many nations”.

Jesus always worked on people’s hopes:

e He said that to a paralysed man in Matthew 9:2 -“be of good cheer, your sins
are forgiven you”

e He said to the disciples in the middle of a storm, in Matthew 14:27 - “Be of
good cheer, it is I, don’t’ be afraid”

e Jesus said the same to Paul, even before the storm - Acts 23:11b - ...“Be of good
cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also
bear witness at Rome.”

2. When hope seems lost, return to the One who gave it to you in the first place.

Something happened between the first statements of Paul (there will be much loss)
and this one (no loss) — prayer!

Prayer can change everything. When we read the rest of the story, we see that an angel
came to Paul and gave him a wonderful promise and, as God had said, there was no
loss of life. V. 34 even says that ‘not even a hair will fall from the head of any of you’

Prayer gets you plugged into the God of Hope. Prayer gets you positioned to receive a
hope that abounds by the power of the Holy Spirit.

3. When hope seems lost ... return to hope
Lamentations 3:21-24 GNT -Yet hope returns when I remember this one thing:
22 The Lord's unfailing love and mercy still continue, 23 fresh as the morning, as sure

as the sunrise.24The Lord is all I have, and so in him I put my hope.

Zechariah 9:12 - Return to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope. Even today I
declare that I will restore double to you.



Paul was a prisoner on that ship. However, as I said at the start, he never once wrote
in his epistles that he was a prisoner of Rome. No, if anything he was a prisoner of
hope! He couldn’t escape hope in his life. He was sentenced to a lifetime of hope.

The rewards of Hope: double blessing
Zechariah 9: 12b - Even today I declare that I will restore double to you.
So, hope in God (which is not the same as just being naturally optimistic or having a
positive outlook on life) comes with amazing benefits: restoration and a double

blessing!

There are at least 6 promises in the Bible about a double blessing and restoration from
loss. Here are a couple of them:

Isaiah 61:7 - Instead of your shame you shall have double honor, and instead
of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. Therefore in their land they shall
possess double; everlasting joy shall be theirs.

Job 42:10 - And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends.
Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before

V.12a - Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning;
Maybe you identify today with Paul’s journey from Fair Havens into the eye of the
storm. Maybe you know what it is to feel like the oxygen has been taken out of the
room when bad news came, or perhaps you feel discouraged and in need of hope.

Remember that our God is a God of hope. As we read in Lamentations, hope returns
when I remember this one thing: The Lord's unfailing love and mercy still continue.

God has restoration and a double blessing lined up for you!

The storm was not the end of Paul. The storm just led him to the next place where God
was going to move!
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