Seeing Jesus Afresh
Introduction
Last week I was so blessed by Ps Daniel Bates' message asking the question, "What
do you see?" As 1 listened, I smiled because the Lord had already placed a very
similar question on my heart. I believe God is asking us the same question today:

What do you see?

Many of us see problems. Some see uncertainty. Some see disappointment. Some see
pressure. But I believe the Holy Spirit is inviting us to see Jesus afresh.

Interestingly, the word "see" appears almost fifty times throughout the book of
Revelation. It is a book of vision. God is constantly inviting His people to look beyond
the natural and see what is eternal.
So the question today is: What are you seeing?
Opening text: Revelation 1:1—19
"What you see, write..." (v.11)
John is told to write what he sees. So what did he see?
I - John Saw What Matters Most
Before we talk about seeing Jesus afresh, notice what God first allowed John to see.

1. He saw the Church (v.12)

The first thing John notices is not judgment, not angels, not heaven... John sees the
Church.

That tells us something about Jesus' priorities. The Church is a big deal for Jesus.
She is His Bride, the apple of His eye.
Psalm 34:15 "The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous."
The following two chapters of Revelation, show us Jesus walking among His
churches watching over His people. He loves them and He speaks to them. If the
Church matters to Jesus, it should matter to us.

2. He saw the Word (v.12)

"T turned to see the voice..."

What an unusual statement. You normally hear a voice but John turned to see the
voice.



Throughout Scripture God's Word is something to behold.
Jeremiah 2:31 - "See the word of the Lord."
Isaiah 2:1 - "The word that Isaiah... saw."

We are surrounded by countless voices today: news, social media, opinions, fear,
politics. However, there is one voice above every other voice: the voice of Jesus.

Our vision is shaped by whichever voice we listen to most.
3. Above all...he saw Jesus (vv.12, 17)
This is the centre of Revelation. No vision is more important than this one.

Verse 1 calls it: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ."” Jesus is the focus of the
book.

The Message translation beautifully says:

Revelation 1:3 Message "...in the centre...the Son of Man."

Jesus is in the centre: not on the edge, not in the background, not in the periphery
but right at the centre: that is His rightful place in the church, in our lives in History
itself.

Colossians 1:8 - And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

John saw Jesus in a fresh way

John already knew Jesus. He had walked with Him, ate with Him, heard Him teach,
saw the miracles and He even saw Jesus glorified on the Mount of Transfiguration.

Yet decades later...on Patmos... Jesus reveals Himself again. Greater, more glorious,
more majestic. That encourages me!

There is always more of Jesus to know. No matter how long we've followed Him,
We can encounter Him more and we can see Him afresh
ITI - How Do We See Jesus Afresh?
1. We see Jesus as we live in the Spirit
Verse 10 - "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day..."

Everything begins here. Suddenly John wasn't just on Patmos, he was also in the
Spirit.



His feet were on an island, but His heart was in heaven.

There is a place called “in the Spirit”. There is a place where flesh cannot go — there is
a dimension where God lives, where angels move, a place filled with glory, a place
without impossibilities, a place reserved for those whose affection is set on Jesus!

In fact, Christians live in two worlds at the same time: we are physically here but
spiritually seated with Christ.

Jesus said:
John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world”
Notice the two locations: In the world and In Me.
e The world is temporary - "In Him" is eternal.
e The world is the place of tribulation but in Him is the place of peace and good
cheer
e The world has been overcome but no one can overcome Jesus — and we are in
Him. Jesus defeated the world, hell and the grave. In Him is an unbeatable
place.
The more we walk in the Spirit, the less grip the world has on us.
Now live in the tension of those two places (Philippians 1:23-25) but if we want to
grow in our vision of Jesus, we need to let go of the things of this world and walk in
the Spirit.
The more we let go...the more we grow!
2. We see Jesus as we learn His voice
Verses 10—11 — “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First
and the Last,” and, “What you see, write” ...
John heard a voice like a trumpet. He turned...and then he saw Jesus.

His hearing led to his seeing!

The more we tune our hearts to His voice, the clearer our vision of Jesus becomes.
John saw Jesus like never before (vv- 12-16).

Jesus said,
John 10:27 - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me”

One safeguard is this:



The genuine voice of God will always lead us toward Jesus. Never away from Him.

Every true encounter with God makes Jesus bigger. Jesus is at the centre of every
genuine experience with the Holy Spirit and He is always the One receiving the glory.

John heard a familiar voice... but saw an even greater Jesus.

Sixty years had passed since John last heard Jesus speak. This time he no longer sees
the gentle carpenter from Galilee and the dusty feet of his Rabbi.

He sees the risen King in all His glory and power!

e Eyes like fire.
e Feet like bronze.
e Voice like rushing waters.

The disciple who once leaned on Jesus' chest now falls at His feet.
The deeper we know Jesus... the deeper our reverence becomes!

2 Corinthians 5:16 says that we no longer know Christ according to the flesh, in
other words, not as just a simple man, a good teacher and a rabbi but as He is really
is: King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Exalted Son of the living God!

We need to grow in that revelation!

3. We see Jesus when our spiritual eyes remain healthy
Jesus warned that people can have eyes... and still not see.
Revelation 3:18b — “anoint your eyes with salve, that you may see”

Jeus is speaking to a group of believers that had grown lukewarm in their faith. They
had clearly lost their vison of Jesus and their spiritual sight was impaired. Jesus gave
them exactly the prescription they needed for their healing: anoint your eyes with
salve, that you may see.

Matthew 13:15-16 - And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, and seeing you will see and

not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that
I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your
ears for they hear;

We need eyes that see Jesus with eyes cleared of any obstruction, eyes that are not
distracted, eyes wide open to see beyond natural things, eyes fully set on Jesus!

Conclusion



So, what do you see? - We need to see Jesus afresh because... we become what we
behold

2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us:

"We all...beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory."

That is why John’s revelation was first and foremost the Revelation of Jesus Christ!
We need to see Jesus as He really is and get the imprint of His glory in our lives
The greatest need of our generation is not another trend, another opinion, another

influencer, but a company of people filled with a fresh revelation of Jesus, showing the
world the true glory, the power, the majesty and the virtue of our Saviour!
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