Hearing the voice of God

One of the greatest challenges in our walk with God is learning to hear His voice. Yet, itis also one
of the most vital aspects of our relationship with Him. I’d like to begin by looking at the story of
the prophet Elijah.

In James 5:17

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and
it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.

Why would Elijah pray for a drought?

King Ahab was a wicked King. Jezabel his wife persuaded him to introduce the worship of Baalin
Israel which made people forsake the Almighty God, and His commandments.

1 Kings 18:4

For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah had taken
one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and
water.

1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people
answered him not a word.

1 Kings 18:24 Then you call on the name of your gods, and | will call on the name of
the Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.”
So all the people answered and said, “Itis well spoken.”

The prophets of Baal began calling out to their false god, but there was no response.

1 Kings 18:26

2%6S0 they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name
of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was no voice; no
one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made.

1 Kings 18:27-29 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for
he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is
sleeping and must be awakened.” 2 So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their
custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them. 2 And when midday
was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there
was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.

Now the moment has come for Elijah to call on his God:

1 Kings 18:36-39

)¢l ord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in
Israel and | am Your servant, and that | have done all these things at Your word. 3 Hear me,
O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have
turned their hearts back to You again.”

38Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the
stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. ** Now when all the
people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord,

He is God!”

1 Kings 18:41 Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of
abundance of rain.” Verse 42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink.



1 Kings 19:2-3

2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So let the gods do to me, and more also,
if | do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.” *And when
he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
and left his servant there.

Elijah was caught by surprise—he wasn’t expecting this to happen. Had he really heard from
God?

1 Kings 19:4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, “Itis enough!
Now, Lord, take my life, for | am no better than my fathers!”

Elijah wasn’t just being threatened by people. There was a deep spiritual dimension to this
battle. And nothing has changed in this regard—this is still a reality today.

Ephesians 6:12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

Elijah heard from God—he had heard the voice of God—yet he found himself at the lowest point
in his life. These are often the moments when it becomes hardest to hear God's voice.
Then something incredible happened. God sent an angel to help Elijah.

God is our greatest encourager and comforter when we are going through a rough time.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of
all comfort, “who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

Elijah was still discouraged and disappointed.

1 Kings 19:9

And there he (Elijah) went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the
word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

1 Kings 19:11-12 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And
behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke
the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; '?and after the earthquake a

fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.

Elijah hears the voice of God again, this time he heard a low whisper—the still, small voice.
Apart from the written Word, the most common way the Lord speaks to us is through the
still, small voice.

Nowadays, we don’t need to go to prophets to hear God’s voice. Under the new covenant the
office of the prophet operates in a different way—in this dispensation of grace—God speaks to
us through the Holy Spirit, who lives within us.

John 10:2-4 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and




leads them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

How do we hear God’s voice?
1. Turnonyour ‘receiver’ and tune in to God's frequency.

“You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.” — Jeremiah 29:13
Turn on your receiver, present yourself to God and say, “Lord, | am listening.”

John 10:27 Jesus says:
"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me."

Practical ways to find God’s frequency:
a) Stop all the noise around you.
b) Pray with expectation that God will speak to you.
c) Read Scripture.
d) Pay attention to your spirit.
e) Be Patient

2. Checkif what you’ve heard aligns with the Word of God.

John 14:26 “The Helper, the Holy Spirit... will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that | said to you.”

3. Obey God’s voice.

Jeremiah 7:23 But this is what | commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and | will be
your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that | have commanded you,
that it may be well with you.’

4. Useyour common sense when God doesn't speak on a particular matter.

Ask the Lord for wisdom.

James 1:5

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him.

Find God’s frequency and He will lead you in the right direction. Like Elijah, learn to listen to
the still, small voice in your heart.

Remember what Jesus said in John 10:27
"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me."



