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Faith and Identity 

 
Opening Scripture: 2 Peter 1:2-5 

 
V. But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge 
 
Recap: We have been studying this passage for the past 2 weeks. We have looked at 
things that need to be added to our faith. First we looked at the importance of ‘virtue’ 
(or moral excellence), last week we looked at ‘knowledge’. We saw how knowledge is 
crucial in order to sustain strong faith: knowledge of God, of His ways, of His Word 
(which is full of great and precious promises). 
 
Last week I also quoted something that I read many years ago from Dr. David Demola: 
 

“know Who God is, what He has and what He can do.  
Know who you are, what you have and what you can do.  

When you know that, you will know who the devil is, what he doesn’t 
have and what he can’t do” 

 
a) First of all, we need to know God (we need to know our Father, and we need to 

know Jesus. We need to know the Holy Spirit). Knowing Him is the most 
important thing in life. Eternity depends on it! 

 
John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
 
b) Apart from knowing God, probably the second most important thing is to know 

who you are. 
 
In the story of the 7 sons of Scheva in Acts 19:13-17 we read how these men who were 
not in Christ, tried unsuccessfully to cast out evil spirits from a demonised man.  
 
V.15 - And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but 
who are you?” 
 
We need to know who we are, and especially who we are in Christ!  
 

You cannot see life right if you see yourself wrong.  
 

How we see ourselves, affects how we see God, how we see His promises and 
ultimately, how we perceive even world around us. Understanding who we are is so 
important that God devoted almost the whole book of Ephesians to teach us who we 
are in Christ.  
 

• Chapter 1 says that you are Chosen, Adopted, and Sealed  

• Chapter 2 says that You are Transformed, Brought Near, Made Alive, Seated with 
Him, God's Workmanship 

• Chapter 3 says that you are Empowered and Secure, Bold and Confident 



 2 

• Chapters 4-6 then describe what that all looks like in real life 
 

The devil knows that he can’t stop your destiny, if you know your 
identity! 

 
That is why we need to know the Word. The Word tells us who we are. The more we 
focus on the Word the more we become like what it says. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:18 - But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
 
We become what we behold. We are transformed into the person God created us to be 
if  we look in the right direction – the Word. 

James 1:21-25 - Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural 
face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 
what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does. 

3 important things about the Word 

• it needs to be received,  

• it needs to be acted upon (be doers) 

• and it needs to have our continuous attention (but he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in it…) 

The Bible is a book of liberty, a book of freedom. The Bible contains the truth that sets 
us free from wrong beliefs, wrong thoughts and wrong perceptions about our identity.  

Have you noticed how both these passages speak about mirrors? Sometimes we don’t 
like what we see in the mirror. We look at the natural man with all its flaws and we 
long to be transformed – at least I do! 

That is why we need to continually look into the Word and learn who we are in Christ. 
That is the pathway to transformation (Rom 12:2) 

God wants you to see yourself as He sees you 

The problem is that sometimes the vision we carry of ourselves is either obstructed, 
distorted or just simply wrong. 

That may happen for 3 reasons I want to share with you today: 

1. The mistakes of our past  
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The story of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11 - 32 is such a great example of that. 

After reaping the consequences of his bad decisions, wild living and of all the 
foolishness of his mistakes, the Prodigal Son lost all sense of who he was. Even though 
the father was ready to welcome him back as a ‘son’ he said, 

v.19 “I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your servants” 

Thank God that the father in the story ignored the speech of the son. He knew that it 
came out of a distorted soul - and he still lavished his love on him.  Your past mistakes 
are not your identity. Your identity now is that of a child of God, bought and cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus! 

Ephesians 2:13 - But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 

1 John 3:2 - Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

All that the prodigal son lost in the world was restored to him in his father’s house. 
And above all, a fresh revelation of sonship! – all that in the Father’s House! 

2. Present circumstances 

The second reason why sometimes our vision of ourselves is obstructed, distorted or 
just simply wrong is because of the scale of our present circumstances. Sometimes, 
when we stand looking at the enormity of our circumstances, it is easy to feel small 
and to see ourselves small, insignificant, and incapable. 

In Numbers 13, we read the story of the 12 spies that went into the promise land. 
They came back with a mixed report. 10 of them said: 

Numbers 13:33 - There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the 

giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their 
sight.” 

“in our own sight” – something had happened to their vision of themselves. 

Circumstances had dwarfed the perception they had of themselves. They saw 
themselves too small for those giants and incapable of taking their promise. 

Grasshoppers don’t kill giants. Our mission should be to kill the 
grasshopper within and conquer who we really are because of the God 
who is in us! 

1 John 4:4 - You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
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Now here’s the 3rd reason why sometimes the vision we carry of ourselves is 
obstructed, distorted or just simply wrong : 

3. Some of us live looking in the rearview mirror, while others keep 
looking ahead—but as if through a broken windscreen  

Some of us look through brokenness where fear, hurt, or distorted perceptions cloud 
our view. 

When our soul is broken, that internal brokenness also alters our perspective of life, of 
others and how we see ourselves. You cannot see life right if you see yourself 
wrong. 

I love the story of Mephibosheth in 2 Samuel 9 

David, after a long war with Saul, finally reaches the throne. Moved by a sense of 
covenant relationship because of Jonathan (King Saul’s son), he enquires if there is 
still anyone alive from that family so that he can show kindness towards them (what a 
wonderful picture of the grace of God).  

2 Samuel 9: 3-5 - Then the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, 
to whom I may show the kindness of God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a 
son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.” 4 So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And 
Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo 
Debar.” 5 Then King David sent and brought him out of the house of Machir the son 
of Ammiel, from Lo Debar. 

Mephibosheth is Jonathan’s son. His legs had been broken when he was just a toddler.  
His nurse who was supposed to look after him dropped him, as she panicked following 
the news that King Saul had died.  

Mephibosheth was sent into hiding in Lo Debar (which means ‘lifeless wilderness’), 
and to the house of Machir (which means a ‘salesman of slaves’).  

He had lived in shame all of his life:  

• Firstly because of where he was and the kind of company he was with,  

• Secondly because of his disability,  
• Thirdly because of his identity up to that point: he was known as Saul’s 

grandson. What a shameful legacy. The sins of his grandfather became the pain 
of his life. 

Interestingly, Mephibosheth, means “Destroyer of Shame” 

He had to live a long time to see the prophetic fulfillment of his name.  For a long time, 
he lived under the grip of shame but one day David came into his life and the shame 
was destroyed. He was called to seat at the king’s table for the rest of his life. 
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What a wonderful picture of what Jesus does when He comes into our own lives: 
Jesus is the Destroyer of Shame!  Jesus dispels our griefs, destroys our shame 
and heals our brokenness! 

V.7-8 - So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for 
Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your 
grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually.” 8 Then he bowed 
himself, and said, “What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog 
as I?” 

David made him a powerful promise. Mephibosheth’s answer, however, reveals that it 
wasn’t only his legs that had been broken - but his own soul was broken. 

Why would you do this for such a dead dog as I? 

In the scale of self-worth this is probably the lowest you can get – a dog, and a dead 
dog. 

He responds out of his brokenness. He looks at his future and there is promise but his 
windscreen is shattered and so is his perception of himself.  

You can’t live so broken that you can’t accept love. God wants to love 
brokenness out of you, God wants to heal you, God wants to restore the 
image of what you were meant to be  

Luke 4:18 - The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed; 

Jesus is the Shame-Destroyer, The Healer of Brokenness and the Restorer 
of our Identity! We are in Him and He is in us. 

Conclusion 

As Peter says, "add to your faith... knowledge." 

Yes, know God. 

But also know who you are because of Him. 

Know that you are His child 
Know that you are loved 
Know that you are forgiven 
Know that you are accepted 
Know that you are called 
Know that you are empowered by His Spirit 
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When you know who He is, and when you know who you are in Him, your faith 
becomes steadfast, your confidence grows, and your life begins to reflect the person 
God always intended you to be. 

So this week, don't spend your life looking in the rearview mirror, and don't keep trying 
to navigate life through a broken windscreen. 

Lift your eyes to Jesus. 

Look into the mirror of His Word. 

See yourself as He sees you. 

And then walk by faith in the identity He has already given you in Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 
 


