Faith & Moral Excellence
Opening Text: 2 Peter 1: 2-8

V.5: But also, for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
to virtue knowledge,

Add to your faith virtue — 1 love talking about faith. Faith is powerful—it can move
mountains. But faith is not meant to stand alone. Scripture tells us to add virtue to
our faith.

But what does the word virtue actually mean? In modern English, it can sound a little
vague or old-fashioned. So, what is virtue, and what does it mean in this context?

The Greek word translated here as virtue—areté (adpetr)—appears five times in the
New Testament. Here is how the dictionary defines it:

Virtue (apetn) means moral excellence or the quality of being morally
good. It is associated with attributes such as integrity, honesty, purity
and uprightness.

We need to add virtue (moral excellence or the quality of being morally good) to our
faith.

In the book of Acts, we find a man called Barnabas that had faith, but his faith also had
virtue — moral excellence or being morally good:

Acts 11:24a AMPC- For he was a good man [good in himself and also at once for
the good and the advantage of other people], full of and controlled by the Holy Spirit
and full of faith.

Moral excellence (or virtue) needs to be added to our faith — not subtracted, not
neglected, but a part of it. And we are told to be diligent about it. The NLT says, make
every effort — in other words, we need to intentionally pursue, cultivate and aspire to
this.

2 Peter 1: 5 NLT - In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises.
Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and
moral excellence with knowledge

This passage shows us that character, conduct and conviction matter to God. They
mattered in the Old Testament, they mattered in the New Testament, and they matter
today because Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever.

In the Old Testament

The Ten Commandments (Ex.20:1-17) provided a foundational moral code,
emphasizing values such as honesty, fidelity and respect for others.

The Book of Proverbs expands on a lot on those values:



Proverbs 11:3 - The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the perversity of
the unfaithful will destroy them.

For example Proverbs 31 exalts the moral attributes of the virtuous wife. Her worth
far exceeds that of rubies (Prov. 31:10).

In the New Testament

a) Jesus embodies the ultimate standard of moral excellence. He modelled it for
us.

When we read the Sermon of the Mount (Matthew 5-7) we see such a profound
exposition of moral and ethical living. He called His followers to a higher standard of
righteousness, one that surpassed all the legalistic ways of the Pharisees.

b) Paul’s epistles frequently touched on the subject of moral excellence. He told
the Philippians (Philippians 4:8) to focus on whatever is true, honourable, just,
pure, holy, commendable — to have a mindset oriented towards moral
excellence.

c¢) James contrasts the ‘wisdom of this world’ with that of God. He defines the
wisdom of this world as being void of any virtue:

James 3:15 — 16 - 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and
every evil thing are there.

By contrast, the wisdom that comes from God is full of virtue (full of moral
excellence):

V.17 - But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy.

Conviction, Character and Conduct

The Bible speaks so much about living our convictions (faith) but also character and
conduct.

In fact, the word ‘conduct’ appears 8 times in the O.T.and at least 22 times in the N.T.
Here are a few examples:

e Philippians 1:27 - 270nly let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ,
so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs,
that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith
of the gospel,

e 1 Timothy 4:12 - Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.




e Hebrews 13:5 - Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with
such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you.”

V.7 - Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God
to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.

e James 3:13 - Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.

e 1 Peter 1:15 - but as He who called youis holy, you also be holy in
all your conduct,

V.17-18 - And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of
your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers,

1 Peter 2:12 - having your conduct honourable among the Gentiles, that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works
which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

e 1 Peter 3:16 - having a good conscience, that when they defame you as
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.

The world may disagree with our beliefs, but it cannot ignore a life marked by genuine
integrity. Long after people forget our arguments, they will remember our character.
Long after they forget our words, they will remember how we lived.

e 2 Peter 3:11 - Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness

Conclusion
As we close, let's return to where we began:

2 Peter 1: 5 NLT - In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises.
Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral
excellence with knowledge

e Faith is essential. It moves mountains and we are saved by grace through faith.
However, God calls us not only to trust Him, but also to reflect His character.

e In a world where moral standards are constantly shifting, the church is called
to be different — to be a people of integrity, purity, honesty, and godly character.
Our faith should be visible in the way we speak, the way we treat others, the
decisions we make, and the lives we live.

e The world may challenge our beliefs, but it cannot deny the testimony of a life
marked by moral excellence. Long after people forget our sermons, our
arguments, or our opinions, they will remember our character.

e So let us make every effort to add virtue to our faith. Let us pursue moral
excellence with diligence and intentionality. And let us also remember that we



do not do this in our own strength. The Holy Spirit is at work within us,
producing goodness, righteousness, faithfulness, self-control, and every other
godly quality.

May our faith be more than a confession. May it be a demonstration. May our
lives so reflect the character of Christ that others see Him in us and are drawn
to Him.



