Faith and Knowledge

Opening Text: 2 Peter 1: 2-8

2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, 3as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through

these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that

is in the world through lust. 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add

to_your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-
control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7to godliness brotherly kindness,
and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will

be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse 5 in the NLT: In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s
promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence,

and moral excellence with knowledge.

I love talking about faith. Faith is powerful—it can move mountains. But faith is not
meant to stand alone. Scripture tells us to be diligent to add some things to our faith,
to supplement our faith with 7 other qualities:

Moral excellence (virtue, being morally good)

Knowledge

Self-control (temperance, or restraint, being sober-minded)
Patient endurance (perseverance)

Godliness (holy living)

Brotherly affection

Love (unconditional, self-sacrificing love)

Last week we spoke about moral excellence and character. Today I want us to focus
on the second thing we need to add to our faith: knowledge.

1. Knowledge is crucial to sustain strong faith!

a) In the middle of trials that could have shaken his faith, Paul said:
2 Timothy 1:12 - For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to

keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

What you know makes all the difference. It will add consistency and stability to your
faith, when it comes under attack.



Isaiah 33:6a - Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times,

b) Now Peter wrote these two epistles to believers who were also under attack but
of a different kind: there were false teachers trying to introduce heresies and
Gnosticism. Peter tells these believers to strengthen their faith by adding more
knowledge to it.

Hosea 4:6a - My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
I believe that we are living in days that in order to thrive spiritually, we need to add
more knowledge to our faith. We need to know Him more, know His ways more and
to know His Word more.

2. Knowledge is crucial to overcoming the enemy
I once read this quote from Dr David Demola:

“Know Who God is, what He has and what He can do. Know who you
are, what you have and what you can do. When you know that, you will
know who the devil is, what he doesn’t have and what he can’t do.”

a) Know who God is
Hosea 6:3 - Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. His going
forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, like the
latter and former rain to the earth.
Knowing Who God is, is crucial! Knowing that He is your Father, knowing His
character, knowing His ways is so important. We will never cease to learn new sides of
Him.

b) Know what He has
He has ... given to us exceedingly great and precious promises (v.4)
The enemy loves it when people are ignorant about what belongs to them in Christ.
The Bible warns us not to be ignorant, especially of the enemy’s devices but to have

knowledge.

2 Corinthians 2:11 - lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are
not ignorant of his devices.

Proverbs 18:15: The heart of the prudent acquires knowledge,
And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

Acquire knowledge of God and of what he has given us. Our opening text says in

V.3: “As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him”



Know the Word! Study to show yourself approved (2 Tim. 2:15).

Read it reverently - the bible is not just a book, it is God’s word

Read it spiritually — what on the Holy Spirit for revelation

Read it responsively — see how it applies to you and respond to it. Be a doer.

Read it expectantly — expect God to speak to you personally

Read it habitually — we have a wonderful tool for that at our church. Ask Charlie, our
church friendly bot about our ‘Bible reading Plan’ for 2026.

¢) Know what He can do

Jeremiah 32:27 - Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all
flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?

3. What is knowledge?

a) In the Greek language there are 6 words for knowledge. In this instance, the
Bible uses a specific word for knowledge (Epignosis émiyvwolg). This word
describes knowledge as something...

more than just intellectual knowledge
more than just the accumulation of facts or information.
more than just head knowledge

more than something that is just purely theoretical... knowledge is something
experiential

V.2 NLT - May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in
your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 3 By his divine power, God has given
us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming
to know him

This is knowledge that ultimately leads to an experience: more and more grace and
peace.

Job 22:21 - “Now acquaint yourself with Him andbe at peace;
Thereby good will come to you.

e It is a knowledge that can be demonstrated by the real transformation that it
brings (unlike the empty philosophies of the day)

Romans 12:2 - ... be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

e Biblical knowledge is more about revelation than information — it is spiritual
truth revealed and backed by the power of the Holy spirit.

b) In Hebrew, the word for knowledge is Yada



Yada means more than just having intellectual facts or information. It describes a
deep, personal relationship. It is often used to describe the profound intimacy between
a husband and wife—such as in

Genesis 4:1a "Now Adam knew [yada] Eve his wife and she conceived".

When applied to God, yada means having a dynamic, intimate, experience of Him,
rather than just knowing about Him.

Exodus 33:13 ... “Show me now your way, that I may know you” ...

Colossians 1:9 - For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in

all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

We will never truly please God ignorant of His ways.

Judges 11:29-40 speaks of a man named Jeptha who, while trying to gain favour
from God in a battle, bound himself in an oath that was wrong and that brought tragic
consequences for his daughter. His oath exposed his lack of knowledge of God and His
character.

Paul, in speaking about the religious Jews said,

Romans 10: 2 - For I bear them uwitness that they have a zeal for God,
but not according to knowledge.

Zeal is good but needs to have knowledge. And so is prayer — it needs knowledge; and
so is faith. Faith works with knowledge. Faith can only be applied where the will of
God is known and where the word of God says.

Conclusion

Peter wrote, add to your faith, knowledge: knowledge of the Word but also of this
specific type of knowledge we talked about today:

the one that comes from relationship,

the knowledge that not only informs but transforms,

the one from the heart and not just the head

the kind of knowledge that is not just a theory but life-changing truth.

John 8:32 - And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free



