Victory in Spiritual Warfare

Romans 16:20 - And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

The book of Romans is such a powerful book. Scholars say that Paul dipped his pen in
gold when he wrote this book by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. There is so much in
this book, and this verse is easy to miss. It is tucked away in the final chapter, between
Paul’s personal greetings and the doxology. However, this statement definitely packs
a punch:

“the God of peace will crush satan under your feet shortly”

If you have been under spiritual attack, there a crush coming: God is about to crush
satan under your feet.

1. He is the God of peace
This letter is addressed to the Romans and to them one the most revered gods, was
Mars, the god of war. In contrast, Paul tells the Romans that our God is the God of

peace. In spiritual warfare, our God remains the God of our peace, our Jehova Shalom.

The Hebrew word shalom, according to the Strong’s dictionary means, completeness,
welfare, well-being, safety, prosperity. Shalom carries the idea of wholeness.

In the middle of spiritual warfare, God reveals Himself as the God of our peace — of our
well- being: spirit, soul and body, touching every facet of our existence. Jesus remains the
Prince of Peace.

2. He will crush satan

Ironically, the God of peace will do something violent: He will crush satan and his
system.

Crush in ancient Greek: suntribo - to trample upon, to break in pieces, to
shatter, to bruise, to grind down, to smash.

Paul is most likely thinking of Genesis 3:15, where we see Jesus prophesied as the
One Who would crush the head of the serpent. However, in this passage, instead of
referencing Christ, he instead says that satan is going to be crushed under the feet of
the Roman believers.

Our victory is simply a continuation of Christ’s victory on the cross, when He crushed
the head of the serpent at Calvary. That is why,

We are not fighting for victory; we are fighting from victory!
The God of peace will crush satan under our feet shortly.

a) There is the ultimate destruction of satan at the second coming of Christ:



2 Thessalonians 2:8P - whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth
and destroy with the brightness of His coming.

b) But then there are victories over the powers of darkness reserved for us now!

Romans 8:37 - Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 - For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds

We are called to be a devil-trampling church! Paul is saying to the Romans that their
heels would smash satan to pieces.

Jesus said to His disciples:

Luke 10:19 - Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Are you taking authority? Are you trampling on serpents?

Christ is the ultimate serpent-crusher but we are united with Him in that same
authority. Being in Christ means that we are united with Him in everything:

e Rom.8:17 says that we suffered with Christ

Rom. 6:6 says that we were crucified with Christ

Rom. 6:8 (2 Tim. 2:11) says that we died with Christ

Rom. 6:4 says that we were buried with Christ

Col. 2:13 says that we were made alive with Christ

Col. 2:12 says that we were raised with Christ

Rom. 8:17 says that we were made joint heirs with Christ

2 Tim. 2:12 says that we reign with Christ

Eph. 1:17-22 says that we are seated with Christ in heavenly places,

V. 22 - And He put all things under His feet, and gave Himto be head over
all things to the church

Bible scholar William Hendriksen wrote, “all of Christ’s redemptive experiences are
duplicated in the believer”

1 John 4:17Y - because as He is, so are we in this world.

Our victory over spiritual attacks comes from this simple fact: we are in Christ and
Christ is in us!

Colossians 1:27 - Christ in you, the hope of glory

There are over 130 passages in the New Testament that describe we are in Him.



Colossians 2:6-7 - As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, 7rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

9-10 - Forin Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 1° and you are
complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

We are complete in Him. Indeed, we share in this authority that causes us to stomp on
the enemy.

3. The ultimate humiliation of satan

The God of peace will crush satan under your feet — God will crush satan but the
ultimate humiliation of satan is that it will happen under our feet.

e The very people satan tries to hurt and victimise will not be the victims but
victors.

e The very people satan tries to neutralise will be the ones used to defeat him.

e The very people he tries to oppress will be the ones used to smash his plans and
schemes.

Since Christ is the ultimate serpent-crusher, those who are in Him, share in this work
of spiritual demolition!

The church will continue to trample the serpent until Jesus comes.
1 Corinthians 15:24-25 - Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to
God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For

He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.

That is why we need to be militant believers, pray strong prayers and take authority
over the powers of darkness!

4. Our victory is Imminent
And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.

What an encouragement that must have been for the believers in Rome. Something
victorious was going to happen shortly.

The word shortly in the original Greek doesn’t just mean shortly or soon. It actually
means,

Speedily or quickly, swiftly, unexpectedly, an imminent and
guaranteed act of God.

In the middle of a spiritual attack probably most of us have cried out to God like the
psalmist:

Psalms 6:3 - My soul also is greatly troubled; but You, O Lord—how long?



God is saying to us today, don’t give up, instead live with the expectation of an
imminent and guaranteed act of God!

Conclusion

Some of you may have been in a prolonged spiritual battle. The attack has been
intense. The pressure has been relentless. But hear the Word of the Lord today:

“The God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.”

The enemy thought he was burying you, but God was planting you. The enemy thought
he was crushing you, but God says the devil will be crushed instead.

The same feet that have walked through pain, will walk in victory. The same people
hell tried to silence will become bold in prayer and authority. The same church the
enemy tried to weaken will rise in power, holiness, and spiritual authority.

We are not fighting for victory — we are fighting from victory.
Jesus has already won!



