The 3 Promises of Easter
Opening Text: Luke 24:1-13

I would like us to think about the 3 promises of Easter. Each one is marked by
something empty:

1. An empty cross
2. An empty grave
3. Empty burial clothes
1. The Empty cross

That first Easter morning there was an empty cross. It was blood stained, it still carried
the marks of a violent death, it was still standing, but it was empty.

The empty cross carried the promise of a complete salvation.

Jesus fulfilled all that He came for. While still on it, He said, ‘It is finished’. When they
lowered Jesus from it, the work was complete:

 God’s justice had been satisfied,

« The punishment for our sins had been accomplished,

« The handwriting of requirements that was against us was nailed to the cross,
« The power of sin had finally met its antidote — the blood of Jesus

« The healing of our infirmities had been assured,

e The curse of the Law had been cancelled,

« Principalities and powers had been defeated,

« The veil of the temple had been torn and the way to God had been opened

A new covenant with men had been sealed

As these women walked towards the tomb early in the morning, they would have
glanced the silhouette of the cross at a distance, against the glow of the pink sky.

The previous day was the Sabbath, so nobody had yet removed the cross.

The bloodstains at the top were from the crown of thorns, the crossbar and the main
beam also carried the same stains of blood. Roman soldiers beat him with a cat of nine



tails and finally one had punctured His side with a spear. Jesus had died a real death
— the soldiers knew it and so did the Jews. The centurion had certified Jesus’ death to
Pilate. That is why they lowered Him from the cross.

The body of Jesus that had been attached to that cross for 6 hours was no longer there
when the woman passed by. It took God 6 days to create the world but only 6 hours to
save the world.

The cross was empty but not empty of promise! Our great salvation had
been purchased for us!

2, The empty grave

Possibly after pausing briefly to look at the cross, the women continued their way
towards the garden where Jesus’ grave site was. They talked about how they were going
to remove a boulder that would have weighed 2 tones (Mk. 16:3). Not only that, but
the tomb was sealed. It would have been illegal for them to even try to open it. At this
stage, they probably didn’t even know that there were also soldiers guarding it.

Suddenly, they felt the earth move! Something that they couldn’t have imagined in
their wildest dreams had happened: resurrection power!

As they approached the tomb,
« The soldiers had fallen under the power of God and were unconscious.
« The stone had been removed,

« Two angels now stood guard! — it only took two angels to break the imperial
seal of mighty Rome and move that heavy stone.

Interestingly, in the account of the Ark of the Covenant in the O.T., we also find two
angels: The Ark had a lid of pure gold with two angels facing each other. It was called
the Mercy Seat. Once a year, in the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would enter the
Holy of Holies to offer the blood of the sacrifice, right between those two angels. That
blood would atone for the sins of all the people for a year.

We must remember that those were Old Testament types and shadows of what was to
come. Here, on resurrection day, we find the real thing:

e These were not just golden carved images of angels — they were real angels.

e As for the blood needed for the mercy seat, this time it was not the blood of
lambs and goats but of the Son of God Himself.

e Here we also find perfect atonement - not a partial one that had to be renewed
every year. No, here Jesus obtained eternal forgiveness.

Hebrews 9:11-12 - But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He



entered the Most Holy Placeonce for all, having obtained eternal
redemption.

The angels said:
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!”

The empty grave carries the promise that just as Jesus was raised, we will
be raised with Him. Death will have no longer have dominion over us!

1 Corinthians. 15: 54-56: So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and
this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”’55 “O Death, where is your sting?0
Hades, where is your victory?”’56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

The empty grave is the ultimate promise of the victory we have in Christ!
3. Empty grave clothes

After the angels had spoken to the women, they immediately went back to the Apostles
and reported what happened. Peter and John then raced back to the tomb to see it for
themselves.

It was true: the tomb was empty. This could only mean one thing: Jesus was alive!

If someone had simply stolen His body, they wouldn’t have removed the burial clothes
and folded them neatly and left them where they lay (John 20:7). Truly Jesus was alive!

Who needs grave clothes when you are alive and the grave is no longer you are?

It wouldn’t be long before Jesus, Himself, would appear not just to Mary Magdalene
and the other women, but to all the Apostles, and eventually to over 500 people, during
40 days!

Acts 1:1-3 - 1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both
to do and teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy
Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He
also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being
seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 - For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,4 and that He was buried,
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep.



There is an interesting story about Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent (who was a great
emperor of the Ottoman empire in the 16th century). It is said that when he died, his
death was kept secret for several days so as not to discourage his army. Messengers
were escorted into the throne room where the embalmed body sat motionless on his
throne—seemingly listening to them without replying.

How different are the facts of Jesus' death and resurrection. The Bible speaks
repeatedly of witnesses who heard Him speak and saw Him eat, and knew He was no
longer dead but alive forevermore.

The promise of the empty burial clothes is that Jesus is alive, and He wants
to come into your life!

Jesus isn’t some nebulous force out in the universe. He is a living Saviour and He
desires to have a covenant relationship with each of us just as He did with His first
disciples 2000 years ago.

The message of Easter is not just history—it is an invitation.
Jesus said, “all that comes to Me, I shall by no means cast out”
Conclusion
We spoke today about three empty things: an empty cross, an empty grave, and
empty burial clothes. But what we've really discovered is that none of them are

truly empty.

e The cross is not empty of meaning—it is full of salvation.

e The grave is not empty of power—it is full of victory.

¢ And the burial clothes are not empty of significance—they point to
arisen Jesus!



