The Prince of Peace is Born!
Opening Text: Luke 2:1-14

V.10-11 - Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 1 For there is born to you this

day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

As we celebrate Christmas today, I would like to highlight two statements that angels
made the night Jesus was born: don’t be afirraid and in v. 14, ‘on earth, peace’.

Jesus came to frame our lives within His shalom and we can live free from fear and
anxiety. Because of Jesus, we have every reason to live confidently, to have peace and
to not fear.

Do not be afraid

One can imagine how the sight of angels appearing suddenly in the middle of the night
must have been terrifying to those shepherds! Having the quietness of that night
interrupted by words from another world, by glorious beings from another realm,
must have been scary to put it lightly.

These were not just sleepy shepherds like we may think. They were most likely alert,
guarding their flocks and paying attention to the sounds of the night. There were
wolves and even thieves that they needed to watch out for. Their job was to stay awake
and remain always ready to respond. However, nothing could have prepared them for
the supernatural visitation they received.

Do not be afraid! What was to follow that statement was going to be reason for great
joy but first, the angels had to address fear.

Whatever fears we may have, can be abandoned because of Jesus! — fear of
the unknown, fear of the future, any kind of fear. God wants us to enjoy the celebration
without the preoccupation.

The angels had to deal with that type of fear first. However, in those very days there
were also other fears that Israel, as a nation, was facing:

Let us look at verse 1 again:

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered.

In those days

Those were unusual, historical days — nothing like that had ever happened. The whole
known world was going to experience the impact of a life-changing decree from the
then ‘ruler of the whole world, Caeser Augustus. Can you imagine the implications of
such a decree?



e It meant the movement of immense amounts of people back to their ancestral
places, where their family records were kept. Can you imagine the logistical
effort of such a move, the inconvenience it posed? — The displacement of
people, the interruption of their lives, loss if income etc.

e It meant control: because of the census, the empire now knew each name,
occupation and financial status of every person in the empire. It meant in a very
real way that every person was now known to the empire and therefore,
personally bound to the empire. It also meant that everyone had to pay taxes to
Rome. It was all part of what was known as pax romana — Roman peace. You
were at peace with Rome, provided you obeyed Rome.

In those days...

These were by no means days of peace but rather days of fear, days when the weight of
Rome’s sword was made even more tangible on their necks.

These were the days of Caeser Augustus — born Gaius Octavious, who ascended to
absolute power by revengefully defeating his associates Marcus Anthony and Marcus
Lepidus, and becoming the first emperor of Rome in 277BC.
He received the title Augustus (exalted one) from the Senate. This title meant that he
had to be worshipped in all his realms. Can you imagine what this meant for the Jewish
people?
He was a man of immense ambition ever extending the empire by his violent sword.
He ruled from the Iberian Peninsula all the way to Egypt and even Arabia. Augustus
was known for being cruel with his adversaries and merciless with dissidents.
In those days. However,

1. God was at work- even in those days
Those were days of fear and instability, but God was at work in those days.
Man plans his way, but God keeps His finger on history. Those were unparalleled and
historical days, but what made those days truly unparalleled was the fact that Jesus

was born in those very days!

God uses history and ultimately God is in charge of time itself:

Galatians 4:4 - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law

God was in charge of time and the decree of Caeser only served the fulfilment of
prophecy.

I want you to know that God is also working in our days. Behind the scenes and of all
that is happening today, there is a God working out His plans.
e Historyin His hand,



e Time is in His hand
e Deliverance and breakthrough are in His hands!

We can have peace in days like these. Jesus came to frame our lives within His
supernatural peace

2. God brings peace in those days

The angel said, “do not be afraid”. Caeser may have brought fear to the world but Jesus
was born to be our Prince of Peace and His gospel is a gospel of peace!

This Christmas receive His peace. Stop the fear, stop the anxiety. Let Jesus frame your
life with His peace.

John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives
do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Peace but not as the world give you — not the Roman kind of peace (pax romana)
Isaiah 9:7 NLT - His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with

fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The
passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!

3. God speaks in those days

Verse 1 says that a decree went out into the whole world from the most powerful man
in the world: Caeser Augustus. However, in those days, Heaven also sent out a decree.
The throne of the universe had something to say.

The silence of that night was interrupted with a decree from the God of the universe.
It was a different type of decree: it was good tidings of great joy, it was peace on earth,
it was gooduwill to all men.

God has news of great joy that replace all other news designed to instil fear and anxiety
into people’s hearts. God has decreed our peace, our salvation, our healing and our
future with Him.

God’s decree surpasses and overrides every other decree. Hold on to what He said in
His word. In any situation it is what He said that matters.

Conclusion
V.14 - Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men!”

What a powerful celebration this is for us, as followers of Jesus. The enemy has tried
to twist and pervert the meaning of this season. No wonder so many live stressed out
and lacking peace. However, this season is about the opposite of stress and anxiety.
Christmas is the time we celebrate the birth of the One who decreed His peace over
our lives.



Our world certainly doesn’t seem to be going in the direction of peace. Outside Jesus,
things aren’t looking up:

e There is so much uncertainty in our world today around things like AI and the
future of employment as you know it,

e Around the collapse of the kinds of values that held our civilization together.

e There are wars and rumours of wars (which has also led to the massive
displacement of huge amounts of people from their countries of origin) and a
renewed escalation of nuclear weapons.

e There are racial tensions like never before, terrorism, extremism etc.

There is a lot happening in our world. However, as we have learned today: even
in days like these,

¢ God is working,
e God is still bringing peace and
e God still speaks. He is still saying, fear not!

Stay in the peace of God. Do not be moved from it this Christmas.



