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God Will Keep You Through This 

 
Opening text: Jude 1:1-4, 8-13 
 
Introduction 
 
Jude was the brother of James and half-brother of Jesus (Mark 6:3). He is writing this 
letter to a particular church to warn them against some false teachers that had been 
coming in unnoticed and spreading false doctrines. These were not only false teachers 
but irreverent people, rebellious against authority and people who spoke arrogantly of 
things they did not understand. 
 

• V.10 – but these spoke evil of whatever they do not know… 
 
Probably these were Sadducees or early Gnostics (because both groups did not believe 
the spiritual realm and angels, and so they spoke with irreverence and mocked the 
supernatural). They were known for their scepticism about spiritual things. 
 
In V. 3 he says that he found it necessary to contend earnestly for the faith. There is 
clearly a spiritual fight for the truth and for the church.  
 
Then, in the middle of his warning, Jude makes reference to a mysterious, little-known 
story of what happened to Moses when he died. 
 

• V.9 - Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he 
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling 
accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”  

 
Jude pulls back the curtain into the spiritual realm and to reveal a moment of spiritual 
warfare: the devil fighting for the body of Moses.  

Perhaps Jude is saying that just as the devil once contended for the body of Moses, he 
now contends against the body of Christ—the Church. But Jude’s message is 
clear: even in spiritual warfare, God keeps His people. We cannot be defeated because 
God is for us. 

We read how Michael, the archangel, came and stood against satan. He said, ‘the Lord 
rebuke you’ and from that point victory was sealed.  
 
Interestingly, we find that same expression in  
 

• Zechariah 3:2 -and the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! 
The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked 
from the fire?” 

 
That authority was irresistible! The Lord rebuke you. There was no fighting of 
swords involved here. The Lord’s authority was enough. By the way, in the Old 
Testament this was the formula. God directly rebukes the enemy. In the New 
Testament, the Lord delegated His authority to us: 
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• Mark 16:17 - And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they 

will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 
 

• Luke 10:19 - Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you. 

 
Still, Jude 1:9 remains one of Scripture’s most mysterious passages. 
 

Why would satan want the body of Moses? 
 
The bible says that Joshua left Moses in Mount Nebo and that God personally buried 
Moses in the valley of Moab. However, nobody knows the whereabouts of that grave 
until today. The Lord hid it. 

• Deuteronomy 34:5-6 - So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 6 And He buried him in a 
valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to 
this day.  

Here are 3 possible explanations: 

1. Legal right?  

Perhaps satan wanted Moses’ body because, until Jesus defeated him on the 
cross, he held the power of death (Hebrews 2:14). Maybe the devil claimed it as 
his legal right. 

Hebrews 2:14b-15 – that through death He [Jesus] might destroy him who 
had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

Not only that, but being ‘the accuser of the brethren’, the devil perhaps made a 
case before God of how undeserving and sinful Moses was – how he had failed 
so many times: he failed when he killed the Egyptian, he failed when he 
disobeyed God, he failed when he was angry etc. 

2. To turn it into an idol? 

Or perhaps satan wanted Moses’ body so that it could turn his grave into a place 
of pilgrimage, an idol or a place of false worship. After all, the people of Israel 
had already demonstrated their propensity to idolize things: they had 
worshiped the golden calf, the bronze serpent etc. The devil always wants to 
pervert worship and lead people into idolatry. 

3. To keep the encounter of the Mount of Transfiguration from 
happening? 
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Some scholars believe that if satan could have kept the body of Moses, he would 
have prevented the glorious encounter of the Mount of Transfiguration, where 
Jesus meets Moses and Elijah (Mark 9:2-8). Moses representing the Law, Elijah 
the prophets and Jesus, grace and truth.  

• John 1:17 – For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.  

It could be that satan wanted to prevent and even corrupt the meaning of that 
encounter. The devil always tried to corrupt things that God had sanctified like 
the garden, or the rainbow, or the temple. 
 

These are 3 potential explanations why satan wanted Moses’ body. However,  
 

Here are 3 things that we really know for sure: 
 

1. God protected His friend – even in death 
 

Yes Moses disobeyed God and did not enter the promise land, however, even in 
his death, God protected His friend! 

 
• Exodus 33:11a - So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to 

his friend… 
 

• Proverbs 18:24b - there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother 
 

You and I are called to this level of relationship: 
 

• John 15:15 - No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I 
heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

 
Jesus is your Friend and he’s got you! 

 
2. Satan could not touch what belongs to God 

 
Satan could not touch Moses - not even in his death, just like he could not touch 
Job, beyond what God allowed. This passage is a beautiful reminder that God 
guards what belongs to Him – spirit, soul and body! 

 
• John 10:28-29 - 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 

neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 
My Father’s hand. 

 
• Psalms 16:10   - For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow 

Your Holy One to see corruption. 
 

David said this about Jesus (prophetically) be he said it first about himself and 
how he trusted in God: You will not leave my soul in hell! 
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God guards what belongs to Him. No matter how fiercely the enemy fights us, 
God’s power always prevails – even in death! 

 
• Romans 14:8 - For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
 

• Isaiah 43:1-2 - But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and 
He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by your name; you are Mine. When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. 
When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame 
scorch you. 

 
3. What we really know is that God and His people are inseparable! 

 
• Romans 8:38-39 - For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 

nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
The devil lost when he tried to separate Moses from God – neither death, nor 
angels, principalities, nor powers could do that – God and you are inseparable! 

 
Conclusion 

 
Jude ends with this powerful promise: 
 
V.24-25 - Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 25 To God 
our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

• God is able to keep you.  
• We are kept by His power (1 Peter 1:5).  
• He’s got your back. He is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.  
• He is inseparable.  
• Yes there is warfare, but principalities and powers cannot snatch you out of the 

hand of your Heavenly Father!  
• He is greater than all! He will keep you through this 
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