Jesus, the Church and the War We Cannot See
Opening Text: Acts 8:1, 4-17

When I read this passage about Philip preaching in Samaria, I see more than just a
preacher having another evangelistic meeting. I see...

e Two kingdoms in conflict

e Two spiritual powers in collision

e An ambassador of the kingdom of God against an agent of the kingdom of
darkness

I see a spiritual showdown, an open collision of powers — and it is all about the souls
of the people of Samaria. Jesus taught us that there is violence in the kingdom of
heaven and the violent take it by force (Matthew 11:12)

Beyond what we can see with our physical eyes, there is an invisible struggle being
fought in the spiritual realm over cities and nations and over the souls of people.

There is no doubt that we are living extremely turbulent times in the world today. A
lot of what we see is clear evidence that we live in a world at war — there is a behind
the scenes spiritual war going on. The devil knows he has little time.

We need to understand all of this, but we need also to appropriate four
things that this passage reveals about the role of the church in this end-
time conflict. In this passage, we see...

1. The true potential of the church
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

Because of persecution, many believers had to leave Jerusalem, they couldn’t meet in
Solomon’s portico in the temple like they used to. A lot had changed about ‘church life’,
as they knew it. However, they didn’t backslide, they didn’t stop loving Jesus, they
didn’t stop telling people about Him. No. They just used their circumstances to their
advantage: what started out as persecution, simply became a great campaign for souls
in many cities. That is the potential of the church: to be an unstoppable conquering
force!

Missions and evangelism are such powerful acts of spiritual warfare. No wonder there
is persecution against believers.

2. The true nature of the church
The nature of the church is expansive. Our true vocation is to go, it is to bring the
reality of the kingdom of God wherever we go. Jesus didn’t say, hold the fort till I come.
No. He said, occupy until I come (Luke 19:13 KJV).

3. The true power of the church



When Phillip arrived in Samaria there was already a type of supernatural power at
work — but of the wrong kind. Samaria was a very ‘spiritual’ place and people’s beliefs
were mixed. People of Samaria even thought that this sorcerer’s power was the ‘great
power of God’. However, it was the power of sorcery, it was occultic power.

It takes a supernatural church to discern darkness, and a supernatural church to
dislodge it! You don’t dislodge supernatural power with humanistic thinking or
superficial prayers. It takes the supernatural power of God to override the power of
satan.

4. The true message of the church

V.4-5 - Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the
word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.

Our message is a Person. Our message is Jesus — and it is a powerful message!

Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

If Jesus is not preached, what power is there for salvation?

Our theme for this year is ‘Focus on Jesus’ precisely because the mandate of the church
hasn’t changed: it still is all about Jesus, it is all about knowing Him and making Him
known.

They preached Jesus. Our message is a Person! If you do a study in the NT about what
the early church preached, you will see that the person of Jesus was their message.
Here are just a few passages:

e Acts 8:5 - Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ
to them

V.12 - But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
baptized.

V.35 - Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture,
preached Jesus to him.

e Acts 9:20 - Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is
the Son of God.

e Acts 10: 36-38 - The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching
peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. 37 that word you know, which
was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the
baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.




V. 42-43 - And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that
it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To
Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him
will receive remission of sins.”

e Acts 11:20 - But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when
they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.

e Acts 17:3 - explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and
rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the
Christ.”

V.18 - Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And
some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be
a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the
resurrection.

e Colossians 1:28 - Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

o Philippians 1:18 - What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

As important as it is that world may know where we stand in regards to a lot of current
issues, the bottom line is, do they know Jesus? Has the church been clear in
communicating Jesus? The world cannot change if they don’t know Jesus.

Heres’ a snapshot of what happens when a city knows Jesus:

V.7 — And there was great joy in that city!

Conclusion

In the midst of all the spiritual warfare going on, the Church will be most effective,
most victorious and most impactful when,

¢ We acknowledge our true potential in Christ,

e We acknowledge our true vocation (which is not to be a retreating army but
an advancing one)

e We acknowledge our true power (the Holy Spirit, signs, wonders and
miracles)

¢ We acknowledge our true message: Jesus!
Some extra material:
5 powerful things happen when we are effective in spiritual warfare:

1. The devil is driven out



Deception is exposed and darkness leaves

V.7 - For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were
possessed;

2. Healing comes

V.7b - and many who were paralysed, and lame were healed.
3. Joy comes

V.8 - And there was great joy in that city.
4. Signs, wonders and Miracles

V.13 - Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptised, he continued
with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.

5. The Holy Spirit comes

14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had come down,
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For as yet He had fallen
upon none of them.They had only been baptized inthe name of the Lord
Jesus. 17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual battles cannot be fought by natural means. Spiritual battles can only be
fought in the power of the Holy Spirit.



