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Revelation of the Father

Introduction: We celebrate family and fathers today. I could talk about some great 

fathers in the bible – people like Abraham in the OT or someone like Jairus in the 

NT. I could talk about my own father (a man of great integrity and unwavering faith 

in Jesus). However, today I want to talk about our Heavenly Father.

Opening text: Ephesians 3:14-15 - 
14 

For this reason I bow my knees to 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
15 

from whom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named,

This scripture speaks of a Father and His family. Christianity is not a religion, it is a 

family. It is about a Father and His family: some of His family are in heaven, some 

are on earth. It is not just about an impersonal, distant, capricious deity but a 

Heavenly Father.

1. The Bible tells the story of this Father gathering sons and 

daughters, gathering them unto Him for a family.

Psalms 68:4-6 - Sing to God, sing praises to His name; extol
 
Him who rides on 

the clouds, by His name Yah, and rejoice before Him 
5 
a father of the fatherless, a 

defender of widows is God in His holy habitation. 
6 
God sets the solitary in families;

He brings out those who are bound into prosperity; but the rebellious dwell in a 

dry land.

He is a Father to the fatherless – the word father used here in Hebrew is ab – from 

which the word in modern Hebrew Abba derived.

Jesus used this word in Mark 14:36. Romans 8:15 says that the Holy Spirit teaches 

us to call God Abba Father.

2. God’s intention was not to start a religion but to gather a family 

and to express the love of a perfect father.

a) God started by reaching out to the Jews first, as a Father

Hosea 11:1,3-4 – When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called 

My son.  …   I taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by
 
their arms; but they did not 

know that I healed them. 
4 
I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I 

was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed them.

What a beautiful picture of what a perfect father does

Deuteronomy 1:31 -“and in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord your 

God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went 

until you came to this place.’”

What a beautiful picture of what a perfect father does. However, the Jews for the 

most part failed to receive God as Father and often rebelled against Him:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+1:31&version=NKJV
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Deuteronomy 32:6 - Do you thus deal with the Lord, O foolish and unwise 

people? Is He not your Father, who bought you? Has He not made you and 

established you?

Their failure and rebellion is further emphasized in this passage right at the end of 

the OT:

Malachi 1:6 - “A son honours his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the 

Father, where is My honour? and if I am a Master, where is My reverence? Says 

the Lord of hosts to you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way 

have we despised Your name?’

b) After Malachi, the next time God spoke to man, was through Jesus. When He 

came, He came to reveal the Father and extend sonship to all men who would 

believe Him – not just Jews but people from every nation.

3. Jesus came to reveal the Father

John 1:18 - No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

He has declared Him – He has revealed, He has manifested Him. 

It is important to note that he speaks of Himself as ‘Son’ and God as ‘Father’. The 

New Testament doesn’t refer to Him simply as ‘the man of God’ or ‘the great prophet’ 

but ‘the Son’. Everything about our faith is basically relational, it is always about 

Heavenly Father and His family of sons sand daughters.

John 14:6-9 - 
6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me. 
7 
“If you had known Me, you would have 

known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 
8 
Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

9 
Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, 

Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’?

To look at Jesus is to see the Father. Colossians 1:15 AMPC says that Jesus is the 

‘exact likeness of the unseen God’. 

John 10:30 – “I and My Father are One”.

Jesus came to show us the Father. The experts of the Law and the religious leaders of 

the time failed to do that, but Jesus came for that express purpose.

When the prophet Isaiah prophesied about the coming of Jesus, he also said that He 

was going to come as the ‘everlasting Father’ (Isaiah 9:6).

If you have wondered about the character of God, who God is, what He does and 

what He is really like – all you need to do is to look at Jesus.
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John 5:19 - 19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for 

whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.

 

The Son reveals the Father by acting in the same manner as the Father, 

speaking the same words as the Father and doing the same works.

John 14:10 - 
10 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? 

The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father 

who dwells in Me does the works.

4. The concept of God as a Father

It was almost unconceivable to the Jews to think of God as a Father. In fact, that is 

why they crucified Jesus – He said that He was the Son of God (John 10:36). 

To many, it is also somewhat difficult to see God in this light because of what they 

have seen in imperfect human fathers. A well-known Christian author wrote:

“One of the most powerful revelations of the Bible is that God is our Father. What 

do you think when you hear the word ‘father’? Do you automatically think of 

protection, provision, warmth, and tenderness? Or does the word father paint 

different kinds of pictures for you? God reveals Himself in the Bible as gentle, 

forgiving, Father intimately involved with each and every detail of our lives. It is 

not only a beautiful picture, but a true one. However, every person seems to 

have a different idea of what God is like, because they unconsciously 

tend to attach the feelings and impressions that they have of their own 

earthly father to their concept of their Heavenly Father. Each person’s 

own experience with human authority is usually transferred over to 

how they relate to God. Good experiences bring us closer to knowing and 

understanding God, just as bad experiences create distorted pictures of our Father’s 

love for us.”

I believe that either through religion or bad experiences, the devil has distorted the 

revelation of the Father.

When we see Jesus, we see the Father. There is no more accurate revelation of the 

Father outside Jesus.

This revelation of the Father has impacted my life on several levels:

1. I finally saw God as we are meant to see Him.

“He Who has seen Me as seen the Father” – looking at Jesus I could see the Father – 

openly, objectively and accurately. Jesus is what the Father looks like. Every word He 

spoke, everything He did was the Father in motion, manifested openly for all to see.

(As a father myself I also saw what being a good father looked like) 

2. I finally understood the true nature of my relationship with Him
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He is Abba Father – I can enjoy the closest, most intimate, personal and affectionate 

relationship with Him.

That intimacy is to be expressed in many ways like worship but also in honour:

A son honours his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the Father, 

where is My honour?... Malachi 1:6

If the first commandment with promise to honour our father and mother (who are 

imperfect, how much more should we honour God the Father.

3. It completely impacted my prayer life.

I was now not to pray to just some impersonal, abstract God but to the Father. The 

disciples asked Jesus, ‘teach us to pray’ and Jesus answered, ‘in this manner you 

shall pray: Our Father in heaven’.

Andrew Murray wrote: Our Father which art in heaven!' To appreciate this word 

of adoration aright, I must remember that none of the saints had in Scripture ever 

ventured to address God as their Father. The invocation places us at once in the 

centre of the wonderful revelation the Son came to make of His Father as our 

Father too. 

After my conversion my mother read a book that changed our lives. It was called “I 

dared to call Him Father”. It was the miraculous story of a Muslim woman’s 

encounter with Jesus (Bilquis Sheikh).

4. It took my faith to another level

Matthew 7:11 - 
11 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 

those who ask Him!

John 16:23-24, - 
23 

“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I 

say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 
24 

Until now 

you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may 

be full.

26-27
26 

In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the 

Father for you; 
27 

for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, 

and have believed that I came forth from God.

“for the Father Himself loves you” - Realising that He answers prayers just because 

He loves us was a revolution. It boosted my faith to much higher levels.

There is no accurate picture of the Father outside his love and outside the 

miraculous. 
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Evangelistic conclusion: John 1:11-12 - 
1 
He came to His

 
own, and His own did 

not receive Him. 
12 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 


