Living in an Age of Deception
We Are Living in the Last Days
e The last days began at Pentecost (Acts 2 — Peter quoting Joel).
e Theurgency: John said it’s the "last hour" (1 John 2:18).
o Paul affirms Jesus is coming soon (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).
The Rise of Deception in the Last Days
e Paulwarns of “perilous times” (2 Timothy 3:1-9).
e |saiah warned of moral confusion (Isaiah 5:20).
e Today’s culture and tech-driven confusion make discernment difficult.
e The loss of linear thinking and the rise of "woke" ideology.
Jesus' Primary Warning: Deception
e Jesus'first response to disciples’ end-times question: “Take heed that no one deceives
you.” (Matthew 24:4-8, 24).
o Peterwarned of scoffers and false teachers (2 Peter 3:3-4; 2:1-3).
e Paul also stressed this in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4.
The Spirit of the Antichrist
e Afuture world leader will arise: the Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 9).
o Deception will be widespread through false sighs and wonders.
e Satan'stactic: disguise and deception (2 Corinthians 11:14; Revelation 12:9; John 8:44).

Do Not Be Troubled—Be Alert

o We must stay focused—not just on world events, but on Jesus.
e The greatest threat isn’t war or disaster—it’s spiritual deception.

Safeguards Against Deception:
1. Follow Your Shepherd

e Jesus knows His sheep and leads them (John 10:11-18, 27-28).
e Hisvoice brings light and safety (John 10:5; John 8:12).

2. Prepare Ahead of Time

e Be spiritually proactive (1 Corinthians 10:12).

e a)Read the Word regularly — Know sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

e b)Pray without ceasing — Stay connected to the Lord (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
3. Put On the Helmet of Salvation & Take the Sword (Word of God)

e Ephesians 6:17 — protect your mind, fight deception.

e Our weapons are spiritual (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
e Renew your mind daily (1 Corinthians 2:16; Romans 12:2; 1 Peter 1:13).



4. Let the Peace of God Guard Your Mind
e Philippians 4:4-7 - God's peace protects against anxiety and confusion.
e Let peace rule like an umpire in your heart (Colossians 3:15)

e Jesus s the Prince of Peace (John 14:27; Isaiah 9:6).

FOCUS ON JESUS!
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