Rivers in The Desert
Opening Text: 2 Kings 3:6-9; 11-12; 14-18; 20
Context: This is the story of 3 kings that made an alliance to go out to war against a
4™ king who was their enemy. That king was Mesha the Moabite. Kings in those days
were constantly fighting their enemies. There was no United Nations as such, no

precise laid-out borders, so there was constant warfare.

In this passage, the king of Israel joined forces with Jehoshaphat (king of Judah) and
the king of Moab to fight against Mesha.

I would like to share a few important lessons from this passage:
1. The futility of man’s counsel outside God.

Jehoshaphat asked Jehoram (the king of Israel) for the battle plan. A man asked
another man. He didn’t start by asking God but asking another man:

V.8 - Then he said, “Which way shall we go up?” and he answered, “By way of the
Wilderness of Edom.”

Which way shall we go up...?
In a battle, just like in life, it is crucial to have guidance, to have a battle plan, to be
equipped with strategies. The problem sometimes is when we get that from man

before talking to God. A good idea may not always be a God-idea.

Proverbs 14:12 — There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way
of death”

b) The results:
V.9 - So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and

they marched on that roundabout route seven days; and there was no water for the
army, nor for the animals that followed them.

They ended up stuck in the desert,

going around in circles day after day, after day, for 7 days.

getting nowhere near where they were supposed to go.

For all that time, they couldn’t find the enemy they had come to fight.

7 days running out of water and running out of time

Their delay was costing them dearly. They were exhausted, thirsty, vulnerable
and coming to the end of their hope.

They even started thinking that God had in fact delivered them to their enemies, to
be defeated.



From this passage we learn that all our endeavours can be futile and frustrating
without the voice of God and His guidance!

2. The futility of our efforts outside God

a) They went into war, relying on the strength of their alliance. The odds were
unbeatable: 3 to 1! What could go wrong? How hard could that battle be?

Of course, naturally speaking they had everything to win ... however, the reality was
different: victory was nowhere in sight, and neither were their enemies. What
seemed certain now, was their defeat, their demise and that of their animals in the
hot sands of the Jordanian desert, without food or water.

b) The fact that their provisions didn’t last them 7 days proves that they thought
that it was going to be a short battle with a guaranteed victory.

The reality was that the enemy was still out there, undetected and undefeated.

The Apostle Paul used an interesting expression in the book of 1 Corinthians: he
mentioned fighting as beating the air. That is not how you want to fight.

1 Corinthians 9:26 - Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not
as one who beats the air.

However, that is what can happen if we decide we can do things in our own strength,
outside God. No. The reality is that often we are no match for the battles of life. We
need the Lord on our side!

Psalms 124 - “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, "let Israel now
say—

2“If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us,
3Then they would have swallowed us alive, when their wrath was kindled against
us;

4Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, the stream would have gone over
our soul; sthen the swollen waters would havegone over our soul.”
¢ Blessed be the Lord, Who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 7Our soul has
escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have
escaped.

Philippians 4: 13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

3. The greatest lesson of this story is that when God is central to what
we do, then delay is broken, disaster averted, and the enemy
defeated!

After much frustration, they finally made the decision that changed everything. They
realised that they had to bring God into the equation. They had to stop and go back
to what should have been the first step. That is still the decision that make all the
difference in anyone’s life!



Verse 11 — But Jehoshaphat said, ‘is there no prophet of the Lord here, that we may
enquire of the Lord by him?’

a) It wasn’t too late to make the right decision
As we read on, we see that the distance between loss and victory was bridged
immediately and suddenly — all because of that one decision. Failure is not fatal is we
are prepared to go back to the basics, acknowledge that we need God and make room
for Him.

b) On the brink of disaster, running out of time... they finally made time for God

V.15 - But now bring me a musician.” Then it happened, when the musician played,
that the hand of the Lord came upon him.

Everything had to stop for that worship session. We don’t know how long it lasted
either. What we see is that God had to be put first and approached in the right way.
Worship is the protocol of heaven.

You will never come last by putting God first. Nor will you ever run out of
time if you give Him time!

The word of the Lord does not come by pressing a button but through relationship
and worship.

Acts 13:2 — ‘as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Spirit said’...

c) God spoke strategy, promise and victory over them!
Verses 16-18 - And he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Make this valley full
of ditches.’” For thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain;
yet that valley shall be filled with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals
may drink.’*®*And this is a simple matter in the sight of the Lord; He will also

deliver the Moabites into your hand.

God said that he would override all the signs that normally precede rainfall: there
would be no wind and no clouds, and yet rivers were going to flow in the desert!

V. 18a - And this is a simple matter in the sight of the Lord;
d) God gave them a flash food of blessing: SUDDENLY!

V.20 - Now it happened in the morning, when the grain offering was offered, that
suddenly water came by way of Edom, and the land was filled with water.

Isaiah 48:3 NLT - Long ago I told you what was going to happen. Then
suddenly I took action, and all my predictions came true.

In closing



As we put God first and seek Him and His word, I believe that we will see rivers in
the desert, flash floods of blessing, life-giving, reviving waves of God into our lives.
And this is a small matter in the sight of the Lord! I believe that our conference will
be like the touchdown of the blessings of God. Water is going to breakthrough and
flood our lives afresh. Prepare yourself, dig the trenches... water is coming suddenly!



