My Soul Thirsts for the Living God

Introduction: Athanasius was theologian and religious leader who lived in the 3
century, and he wrote that the book of psalms not only contains information about
God but also trains us in the language of desire. When I think of desire,
Psalms 42 immediately come to mind:

Psalms 42:1-2— As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You,
O God. *My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear
before God?

I want to speak today about desiring God - like we would desire water in a desert.

Opening Scripture: John 12:20-21 AMPC - 2 Now among those who went up
to worship at the Feast were some Greeks. ** These came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and they made this request, Sir, we desire to see Jesus.

We have little knowledge about who these people were, or even about the outcome of
their request. However, it is recorded here that they desired — they desired to see
Jesus!

Greek: thelomen — means to desire, to be fond of doing something, to be inclined
to, to delight in, to be disposed. It comes from the word thelo which is equivalent ‘to
love’.

This group of Greeks were obviously no longer followers of old Greek gods, but they
were converts and had come to worship God in Jerusalem. They would have firstly
desired to be in Jerusalem for the Feast.

e They must have travelled for weeks, by land and sea.

e They must have made a substantial financial investment and great
preparations to come all the way to Jerusalem to worship.

e They were clearly not people half-hearted about their faith in God.

Desire Moves and Directs
I believe two things about desire:

1. Desire is something that moves you. It is a strong and fervent pursuit within
the human heart. You can’t truly desire and be passive at the same time.

2. Desire often sets the direction of your life. You will always move in the
direction of your desires. It was desire that took them to Jerusalem and it was
desire that took them to Jesus.

When they arrived in Jerusalem, they would have realised that there was a lot more
going on than a regular feast of the Jews: Jesus was there. There were amazing
stories and testimonies circulating about the greatest visitation ever. Dead people



were being raised, blind were seeing, and Jesus was at the centre of all that
excitement.

A new desire was awakened within them: they desired to see Jesus! ... not just to hear
another story about Him but a firsthand, face-to-face, personal encounter
with Jesus!

Passionate Gentiles and indifferent Jews

Just as a side thought, allow me to highlight the fact that this story is about a group
of Greeks — not Jews. They were gentiles who desired to encounter Jesus.

Indeed, the words of Haggai 2:7 had come to pass: Jesus is called prophetically
“The Desire of all Nations”. In every nation Jesus will be known and desired!

In fact, Romans 10:19-21 says that God reached out to the Gentiles to provoke the
Jews to jealousy. That was God’s way of awakening desire in the Jewish people.

God wants desire to be awakened in all of us!
Sirs, we desire to see Jesus

Like the Greeks, there was also another man in the Gospels who desired to see Jesus.
His name was Zacchaeus! His desire moved him up a sycamore tree and his desire
was granted: he saw Jesus up close and personal, in his home, around a meal! The
Greeks and Zacchaeus desired to see Jesus. Interestingly, the Gospel of John is full of
invitations to see Jesus:

e John 1:39 - He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where He
was staying and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth
hour).

e John 1:46 - And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

e John 4:29 - “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did.
Could this be the Christ?”

e John who also wrote the Book of Revelation, recorded those same words 4
times: ‘Come and see’ (Revelation 6:1,3,5 and 7)

The invitation to see Jesus, to encounter Jesus is still an open invitation to every
person! Jesus is not a secret file “for your eyes only”. The Gospel is not a classified
document or a secretive effort for a select few. No. It is the explicit desire of God that
every person may encounter Jesus!

Like with Phillip and Andrew, we must bring people to see Jesus!

And even when one encounters Jesus, it doesn’t have to stop there. We are to desire
Him, hunger for His presence, crave Him - the bread of Heaven. Desire should never
stop!

John wrote much about invitations



e The invitation of Jesus in John 4 to drink from the well springing up to
everlasting life,

e The invitation of John 7 to believe in Jesus and drink from the rivers of living
water

e The invitation we read last week in Revelation 22:17 - And the Spirit
and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him
who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

These are all open invitations to come and encounter Jesus. Water is used
symbolically because it is something essential to life and easy to crave. We can go
without food many weeks but no more than 3 days without water! The point is, we
are to desire Jesus with the intensity of a thirsty person.

Psalms 143:6 - I spread out my hands to You; my soul longs for You like a thirsty
land.

The world we live in can be like that dry land where it is easy to get depleted,
exhausted and thirsty. God on the other hand, gives us so many promises that with
Him there is rain and fountains and waters!

Isaiah 58:11 - The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in
drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters do not fail.

When we love the Lord, when we desire Him with the intensity of a thirsty person in
a desert, He satisfies us with rain from above!

Living under open heavens

In the days of Moses, as the people of God were crossing the desert to the promise
land, God said this:

Deuteronomy 11:10-15 - For the land which you go to possess is not like the
land of Egypt from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and
watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden; ** but the land which you cross over to
possessis a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of
heaven, 2a land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes of the Lord your
God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year.
3‘And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which I command
you today, to love the Lord your God and serve Him with all your heart and with
all your soul, **then I will give you the rain for your land in its season, the
early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new
wine, and your oil. * And I will send grass in your fields for your livestock, that you
may eat and be filled.’

In Egypt there was no consistent rainfall. They had to rely on the Nile River and a
complex irrigation system of channels, ditches and tanks to distribute water. In fact,
archaeologists have discovered that the Egyptians invented a primitive system of
foot- —powered pumps that would bring water from the Nile to distant fields. That is
what the expression in verse 10, ‘watered by the foot’ means.



The Israelites in Egypt had to work hard and strive. Now they were free, and the
promised land was not about human effort: the rain would fall from heaven! What a
picture of the grace of God!

They were going to live under open heavens, rather than ‘under the pump’.

Ultimately, the key to ‘open heavens’ is simply an open heart to love the
Lord

Deuteronomy 11:1* — “Therefore you shall love the Lord your God”...

Verse 13" - ... “to love the Lord your God and serve Him with all your heart and
with all your soul”...

Verse 22b - ... “to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to hold fast
to Him”

Conclusion
We desire to see Jesus

Let us awaken within us desire to see Jesus, a fervent passion to come to Him and to
love Him - as we would water in a desert.

God’s invitation to come and be satisfied, is an open invitation to anyone who
desires.

In Luke 14:16-23 Jesus told us a parable about a man who offered a great supper, but
all the invitees, one by one, declined. A great feast was prepared; an abundant meal
was supplied but those who were invited obviously had other priorities.

He then, called for the poor and the maimed and the blind to come! They were at
least people aware of their need, and they knew what it was to crave for something.

The servant of that man then came back and said, still there is room!

There is still room for you. Will you accept the invitation and take your place at the
table?



