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Worshipping God with a Pure Heart 
 
Opening Text: Nehemiah 12:27, 30-31, 38NIV 

27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were sought out from 
where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully the dedication 
with songs of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres.   

30 When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified 
the people, the gates and the wall. 31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the 
wall. I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. One was to proceed on top of 

the wall to the right, toward the Dung Gate. 

38 The second choir proceeded in the opposite direction. I followed them on top of 

the wall, together with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad 
Wall, 

Two weeks ago, I shared a message from this passage. I shared how one of the 
choirs was sent to worship God at was known as ‘the Dung Gate’. 

I shared about worshipping God at the dung gate, worshipping God when 
our location doesn’t match our song; worshipping God in difficult, messy 
or ‘unpleasant’ seasons or places. 
 
Today, I would like to go back to that same text and talk about what it means to 
worship God in spirit and truth - pure and undefiled worship.  
 

The Dung Gate in Jerusalem 
 
As we saw, two weeks ago, the Dung Gate was literally the city’s rubbish dump - 
anything that was not needed, every form of rubbish and human waste was dumped 
and ended up in the valley just below the gate (the Hinnom Valley). The waters of that 
valley were stagnant and polluted. It was a dirty, unclean place, filled with the toxic 
stench of decomposing waste. 
 
Spiritually speaking this place was associated with idolatry and child sacrifices to the 
pagan god Molech (during Jermiah’s time) 
 

Dealing with ‘Defilement” 
 
One of the reasons for the existence of such gate came out of the need to deal with a 
very important issue in the Jewish Law: the issue of defilement.   
 
In the Old Testament, defilement referred to a state of uncleanness or impurity. 
 
It signified a contamination that rendered something or someone unholy, common or 
unclean. In other words, unfit to come to the presence of a holy God. That made the 
OT Jews almost obsessed with avoiding defilement. They had an urge to purge! 
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The Jews followed strict rules of cleanliness (as outlined in the book of Leviticus) and 
nothing unclean, useless or despised should remain within the city walls. Any contact 
with a dead body, a carcass, blood, skin disease, certain foods or waste of any kind, 
could defile a person or a place. That is why we read in our text: 

30 When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified 
the people, the gates and the wall.  

They would have not been able to go out and sing without being purified, which also 
involved getting rid of anything that could make them unclean and not acceptable 
before God – and the dung gate was there for that very purpose.  That is where all that 
was impure was expelled.  

Jesus redefined purity 

Jesus spoke in the New Testament about defilement and what real defilement is: 

Mark 7:1-2 - Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, 
having come from Jerusalem. 2 Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread 
with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found fault. 

18-23 18 So He said to them, “Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not 
perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, 19 because it 
does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all 
foods?” 20 And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For 
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within 
and defile a man.” 

The Pharisees criticized the disciples for eating with unwashed hands. However, Jesus 
responded that real defilement does not come from external things but from within 
our own hearts. We need to have a similar ‘urge to purge’ but we need to start with the 
heart. 
 
Gates into our soul: Just like there were gates in Jerusalem, there are also gates 
into our soul: the eye gate, the ear gate and the mouth gate. We need to guard the gates 
into our inner man so that we don’t hold inside things that belong in the dung gate, 
outside of our lives! Guard those gates, don’t let in what belongs in the Dung Gate! 

Even in the New Jerusalem, according to Revelation, there will be no room for that 
which defiles: 

Revelation 21:27 - But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or 
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. 

If that is the case, how then can we stay clean, undefiled, sanctified and 
pure before a holy God? 
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Isaiah 64:6 - But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away. 

When I started to know Jesus, at the age of 18, I came across this passage: 

Psalms 119:9a CSB- How can a young man keep his way pure?  

That question bothered me a little bit because I wanted to walk with God but also 
acknowledged the kind of culture I lived in and the temptations that surrounded me. 
How could I live in holiness and right standing with God all the time? 

Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel also dealt with this sense of being uneasy 
in the presence of God because of the environment and culture that surrounded them: 

Isaiah 6:5 - … “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, 
The Lord of hosts”. 

The ultimate Dung Gate 

At least the people of Jerusalem had a gate through which they could purge themselves 
from their unclean, filthy things. What about us? 

Isaiah 53:4-6 - Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all. 

All that could defile us and separate us from God, all our transgressions, all our 
backslidings, all our iniquities were dumped (laid upon) Jesus, on the cross! 

In that sense, as shocking as the analogy may seem, Jesus became to us like that refuse 
gate. All our baggage, all our imperfection, all our filthiness, was laid upon Him in a 
moment of time, so we could be free, in right standing with God, accepted and 
forgiven. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

That is the contradiction of the ages: the sinless, perfect Son of God was made 
the opposite of all of that, was made like a refuse gate upon which all our sin was laid, 
so that we could be forgiven and have our names written in the Book of Life. 

The urge to purge was satisfied in Jesus: 
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Hebrews 1:3 -  3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

That is the meaning of the Dung Gate. In fact, If we had time to do a study about all 
the 12 gates of Jerusalem, we would find that every gate has to do with Jesus! 

John 10:9 (Common English Bible) - I am the gate. Whoever enters through me 
will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. 

Some translations say. ‘I am the door’. It is all about Jesus! (that is why this year’s 
theme is ‘focus on Jesus’). Because of Jesus, we can stand righteous and clean, our 
worship can be an aroma, rather than a stench, something pleasing in the nostrils of 
God. 

The prophetic vision of Zechariah 
 
The prophet Zechariah who was a contemporary of Nehemiah, had an interesting 
prophetic vision: 

Zechariah 3:1-4 - Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 
Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 2 And 
the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was 
clothed with filthy garments and was standing before the Angel. 4 Then He 
answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy 
garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your 
iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” 

The following verses of that vision clearly state that this was going to be the work of 
the Messiah: to take our filthiness, our sins, to rebuke the accuser (satan) and to clothe 
us with righteousness.  

I love Isaiah 54:17b - … “their righteousness is from me, says the Lord”. 
 
“No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises 
against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of 
the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me,” says the Lord”. 
 

Concluding thoughts 
 
In the tough places of life let us worship, when the enemy tells us that we are unworthy, 
let us worship! The enemy is a liar, and our righteousness is from the Lord!  
 
Jesus is our gate: He has taken all our imperfection, all our defilement, our filthy rags, 
all our iniquities. We esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement that has brought us peace was upon Him, and by His tripes we are 
healed! – no longer defiled, unworthy and unacceptable. 
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Because of that we are qualified to worship, we are qualified to sing, we are qualified 
to pray and stand before God! 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 

• The Dung Gate teaches us that even in the dirtiest places of life, worship 
can rise 

• Defilement is internal – deal with your heart, not just behaviour 
• Jesus bore our filth and made us righteous 
• Your righteousness comes from God – not from our works 
• Focus on Jesus – He is the true Gate to salvation and purity 

 
 
 
 
 
 


