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Worshipping God in Tough Places 
 

Introduction: There was a time in the history of God’s people that they repeatedly 
disregarded God and decided to walk in their own ways. Their wrong choices allowed 
the enemy to come in, plunder Jerusalem and take them all into captivity to Babilon 
for 70 years. After those 70 years, Cirus (the king of the Persian empire) released them 
and they were allowed to return and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Against all odds 
they completed the work in only 52 days. It was a supernatural miracle of God, coupled 
with the efforts of Nehemiah and his people. 
 
In order to thank God for such a miracle, Nehemiah, appoints two large choirs to walk 
along those massive walls and praise God. One of them was supposed to go the left and 
the other to the right side of the wall, towards the Refuse Gate or as several translations 
say, “the dung gate”. 
 
Opening Scripture: Nehemiah 12:27, 30-31, 38 
 
27 Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all 
their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with 
gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed 
instruments and harps. 

30 Then the priests and Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, the 
gates, and the wall 31 So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed 
two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the 
Refuse Gate. 

38 The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with 
half of the people on the wall, going past the Tower of the Ovens as far as the Broad 
Wall, 
 
(V.   31b - … “one went to the right hand of the wall, toward de Refuse Gate”) 
 
The NIV and KJV says, “the dung gate”. 
 
I would like to speak to you today about ‘worshipping God at the Dung Gate’. 
 

The Dung Gate 
 

The Dung Gate was not a good place or somewhere anyone wanted to visit, much less 
to sing there. 
 
It was the place where rubbish was disposed of (cities were not build with proper 
sanitation and sewerage systems).  This is where anything that was not needed, every 
form of rubbish, faeces etc was dumped and ended up in the valley just below the gate. 
It was an unclean place, filled with the putrid smell of decaying organic waste. The 
Jews followed the strict rules of cleanliness (as outlined in the book of Leviticus) and 
nothing unclean, useless or despised should remain in the city. So, the Dung Gate, 
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served a very practical purpose and fulfilled a need. However, it still was an 
undesirable place, a dirty place, a horrible place full of the stench of decomposing 
rubbish and stagnant waters. 
 
Spiritually speaking this was a dark place. Definitely not a great place to come and 
sing. In the days of the prophet Jeremiah, this place was associated with the worship 
of a god called Molech. At that place there was a brass idol with arms outstretched to 
receive babies offered as sacrifices. Child sacrifices were common there, in the days of 
Jeremiah.  
 
That is why that gate became known as the Dung Gate. By the way, Beelzebub means 
‘lord of the flies or lord of the dung’.  
 

Why were they sent to worship there? 
 

After all, there were at least 11 other gates, all of them much more appropriate for a 
choir to sing.  Why not, 
 

• The gate called beautiful (Acts 3) 
• Or the golden gate, 
• Or the Eastern gate 
• Or the lion gate, 
• Or the fountain gate?  etc… 

 
However, that is where they were asked to sing. It is hard to sing at the Dung Gate. It 
is hard to sing in certain locations in life.  
 
Let’s face it - it is hard to sing  
 

• when life is not comfortable,  
• when we hurt, 
• when a bad report comes,  
• when there is chaos around us 
• when there are spiritual attacks 
• when there is disappointment 

 
It is hard to sing in certain locations of life. However, our worship should not be 
location-dependant. I believe that there is power when we sing and the 
circumstances don’t match our song!  
 
Psalms 137:3-4 - For there those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, 
and those who plundered us requested mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion!” 4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? 
 
It is hard to sing when you are in a tough place of life – a time when life feels difficult, 
unfair or seemingly hopeless. However, that is precisely where we are commanded to 
thank God and praise Him. 
 

We are called to worship, even in the tough places of life 
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Psalms 34:1 - I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in 
my mouth. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 - in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. 
 
Hebrews 13:15 - Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 
 

Worship in drought 
 
In the middle of a 3 1/2-year drought in Israel, Elisha, said, ‘bring me a musician’.  

2 Kings 3:15-18 - But now bring me a musician. ”Then it happened, when the 
musician played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him. 16 And he said, “Thus says 
the Lord: ‘Make this valley full of ditches.’ 17 For thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not see 
wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, so that you, 
your cattle, and your animals may drink.’ 18 And this is a simple matter in the sight 
of the Lord; He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand. 

This is a great story, but note that before there was a prophetic word, before there was 
rain, before there was victory over any enemy – there was a song! 
 
Worship is always a great way to break any drought and face any enemy! 
 

Worship in the day of the battle 

2 Chronicles 20: 21-22 -  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
those who should sing to the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as 
they went out before the army and were saying: “Praise the Lord, for His 
mercy endures forever.” 22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set 
ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come 
against Judah; and they were defeated.  

We worship in the tough places of life exactly because worship may be the 
very weapon you need against the enemy!  
 
The Dung Gate in the days of Nehemiah was a dark spiritual place. However, I believe 
that as they were worshiping God, they were declaring that Moloch was no longer the 
ruler of that place, nor Beelzebub - but Adonay was God! Worship is a powerful 
weapon against the enemy. 
 
Let worship be the sound that comes from your life, the prevailing sound of your home 
and great shall be your victory over the enemy. 
 

Worship in the prison 
 

Nehemiah 12:38-39 - The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and 
I was behind them with half of the people on the wall, going past the Tower of the 
Ovens as far as the Broad Wall, 39 and above the Gate of Ephraim, above the Old 
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Gate, above the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel, the Tower of the Hundred, as far 
as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by the Gate of the Prison 
 
One choir went to sing at the Dung Gate – not the Royal Albert Hall or some noble 
place but at a tough place. The other tough place that was visited was the Prison Gate. 
That was a gate of shame, condemnation and bondage. Even there, they were told to 
praise God.  
 
As I said, there is power when we sing, and the circumstances don’t match our song! 

 
Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors 
were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 
 

Worship in the night seasons 
 

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God” 
 
In the book of Job, we read about the suffering he went through. Job faced his own 
Dung Gate. His soul experienced the darkest of seasons. In that book we also read that 
God gives a song for those seasons too. 
 
Job 35:10 - But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night 
 
Don’t let the enemy steal your song! Weeping may endure for a night but 
when you worship, joy comes in the morning. 
 
God responds when we worship and it feels uncomfortable, when we worship and the 
circumstances do not match our song. He answers by 

• breaking the drought 
• giving us victory over the enemy 
• opening prison doors 
• and by giving us supernatural joy: 

 
At the end of all that worship before the Dung Gate and the Prison gate, God visited 
them with powerful joy: 
 
Nehemiah 12:43 - Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God 
had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so 
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off. 
 
Psalm 43:5 NLT 5 Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will put my 
hope in God! I will praise him again— my Savior and my God! 
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