The Sound of the Abundance of Rain
Opening Text: 1 Kings 18:41—46

Introduction: I love reading about men like Elijah. The book of James encourages
us to look to Elijah as an example of powerful prayer:

James 5:16b—18 — “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.”

Elijah was a man just like us—he had weaknesses, experienced fear, and even went
through deep depression. The Bible doesn’t hide the fact that Elijah was human.

And yet, he prayed effectively. He understood the authority of prayer and fully
trusted in the promises of God.

In 1 Kings 18, Elijah was so confident that he had heard from God, he boldly told
the wicked king that the drought was over—that rain was coming. He spoke God’s
word without any visible evidence.

I believe God honours that kind of faith—faith that takes Him at His word, even
when circumstances say otherwise.

Today’s Message is about what do you do when...
You have faith like Elijah,
You've heard from God,

o You've received His promise and declared it,
o You've prayed fervently...
...and yet nothing has changed?

Let’s take a closer look at the first part of verse 43: “And said to his servant, ‘Go up
now, look toward the sea.”

1. "Go Up Now" - Expectation
Let’s start with these three words: Go up now.
These were words of expectation. Elijah told his servant to look—he expected a
visible, tangible answer to his prayer. This kind of expectation is a key ingredient in
effective prayer.

When we pray, we should expect answers—real, visible and tangible ones.

2. "There Is Nothing" — When Expectation Meets Disappointment



The second part of verse 43 says: “So he went up and looked, and said, ‘There is
nothing.” And seven times he said, ‘Go again.”

What a contrast. The hopeful words “Go up now” are met with the discouraging
words: “There is nothing.”

a) Three Disappointing Words

“There is nothing.” These are tough words to hear—especially when so much is on
the line.

Have you ever been there?
o When you needed provision, but the bank statement said: “There is nothing.”
o When the doctor said: “There is nothing we can do.”

o When you were job hunting and heard: “There is nothing available.”

Elijah heard those words six times! But he didn’t stop. He didn’t give up. He kept
believing. He kept looking. He kept saying, “Go again.”

3. God Knows How to Handle ‘Nothing’
God can work with nothing—He created the universe out of nothing!

Romans 4:17 — “God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do
not exist as though they did.”

a) God can create something out of anything—or nothing!

o In 2 Kings 4, Elisha helped a widow multiply a small amount of oil until
every jar was full. God used a little and made much.

o Jesus fed 5,000 people with just five loaves and two fish. That’s something
becoming more.

But in Elijah’s story, there wasn’t even a little—there was nothing. And yet God still
brought the rain.

Psalms 78:16 - He also brought streams out of the rock, and caused waters to run
down like rivers.

V.19-20 - Yes, they spoke against God: they said, “Can God prepare a table in the

wilderness? Behold, He struck the rock, so that the waters gushed out, and the
streams overflowed. Can He give bread also? Can He provide meat for His people?”

In the wilderness—a picture of nothingness—God made water gush from rocks,
rained down meat, and satisfied His people.

God can make something out of nothing. He can turn chaos into cosmos.



4. How to Respond When ‘There Is Nothing’

What do we do when our hope-filled confession isn’t matched by our current
reality?

a) Elijjah's Posture of Prayer
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Verse 42 says: “He bowed down on the ground and put his face between his knees.
I tried that posture myself and realized a few things:

1. I'd definitely need a good physiotherapist afterwards!

2. My perspective changed—faith always brings a new perspective.

3. With my head between my knees, I realized my mind was protected. We need
to guard our thoughts and cast our cares on God.

4. Ineeded to persevere.

Elijah heard “there is nothing” six times, but he kept going. He didn’t change his
confession, didn’t give up—he simply said again: “Go up.”

b) Persevering in Faith
Hebrews 10:23 — “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for He who promised is faithful.”
Hebrews 10:36 — “You have need of endurance, so that after you have done the
will of God, you may receive the promise.”
Hebrews 6:12 — “Do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.”
When the world says, “There is nothing,” the believer says:
“There is nothing too hard for the Lord” (Jeremiah 32:17).
When there is nothing—God is up to something!
Final Encouragement:
Judges 14:6 — “The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon [Samson], and he tore
the lion apart... though he had nothing in his hand.”
Matthew 17:20 — “If you have faith as a mustard seed... nothing will be
impossible for you.”
Conclusion
When there is nothing—keep praying. Keep expecting. Keep confessing.
Like Elijah, believe what God has said even when there is no sign. Because when

there is nothing, it doesn’t mean God is silent—it may mean your miracle is about to
break through.



Abundance of rain is coming.



