Contagious Faith

Opening Text: Acts 24:1-5 AMPC - Five days later, the high priest Ananias came
down [from Jerusalem to Caesarea] with some elders and a certain forensic
advocate Tertullus [acting as spokesman and counsel]. They presented to the
governor their evidence against Paul. 2 And when he was called, Tertullus began the
complaint [against him] by saying: Since through you we obtain and enjoy much
peace, and since by your foresight and provision wonderful reforms (amendments
and improvements) are introduced and effected on behalf of this nation, 3 In every
way and in every place, most excellent Felix, we accept and acknowledge this with
deep appreciation and with all gratitude. 4 But not to hinder or detain you too long,
I beg you in your clemency and courtesy and kindness to grant us a brief and concise
hearing. 5 For we have found this man a perfect pest (a real plague), an
agitator and source of disturbance to all the Jews throughout the world, and a
ringleader of the [heretical, division-producing] sect of the Nazarenes.

For we have found this man a perfect pest (a real plague)
What a statement about Paul!

In this passage, Paul was on trial because of his faith. He didn’t receive a medal for
being a Christian, they didn’t give him the keys of the city either. He was charged and
accused in court. Why was that? He wasn’t a lawbreaker, he was not an unkind, evil
person, a serial killer. Why was he put on trial? Why is he facing this court? Yet, he
was charged with the offense of being a perfect pest, a real plague.

He carried something from God and the devil hated it. The enemy doesn’t like what
God has given you.

e They called Elijah “the troubler of Israel” (1 Kings 18:17).

e They called Joseph, ‘the dreamer’ (Genesis 37:19 - Look, this dreamer is
coming!)

e Paul, a perfect pest, a real plague!

You and I are in good company if they ever call us names because of Jesus.

What he had was definitely contagious — he was infected with the unstoppable ‘virus’
of the gospel - and that made him a threat. Paul was a threat to the devil.

Acts 17:6b - “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.
This was another statement that was also not meant as a compliment — it was a
complaint; it was an accusation. They didn’t thank Paul for turning the world upside
down for Jesus, no. He was criticized.

Paul was a perfect pest, a real plague

The best way they could describe Paul’s ministry was to compare it to a ‘plague’, a viral,
uncontainable, ever-spreading disease. Paul’s faith was definitely a contagious thing:



wherever he went, faith in Jesus just kept on spreading. It spread in the marketplaces,
in the synagogues and it spread in prison. What to do with someone like that? Paul
carried ingredients in his life that made him infectious. Was it his ‘personality’, any of
his natural gifts? No. Here are 5 things he carried in his life:

1. The power of God was strong in his life
Acts 19:11-12 - Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that
even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the

diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

It is not ‘personal charisma’ that will make you contagious but Holy Spirit power! This
power brings, healing, deliverance and conviction:

Micah 3:8 - But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of justice
and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.

This power is a treasure that we keep in our earthen vessels — and there is a pressure
because of it.

2 Corinthians 4:7-8 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

There is sometimes extreme rejection:

Acts 22:22 - And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their
voices and said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!”

2. Vision was strong in his life

When on trial, Paul’s defence was based on the powerful vision he had received from
Jesus on the road to Damascus.

Acts 26:19 - ‘Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
3. Purpose was strong in his life

Acts 26:15-18 - 15 S0 I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to
you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things
which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 17 I will deliver
you from the Jewish people, as well asfrom the Gentiles, to whom Inow send
you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

Some people live their lives in a superficial way, but some live it with a strong sense of
purpose. Purpose will make you a contagious person. You were born for more. You and
I were born for the greater purposes of God!



4. Determination was strong in his life

Acts 16:35-37 - And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, “Let
those men go.” 36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying,
“The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart and go in peace.”
37But  Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly,
uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out
secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.”

Paul had an uncompromising spirit. His determination was strong, and his faith was
non-negotiable.

Conclusion

Paul was

strong in the power of God,
e strong in vision,

e strong in purpose and

e strong determination

That is why they called him a perfect pest, a real plague. Paul was infected with the
gospel. The gospel is the unstoppable power of God unto salvation. According to 1
Peter 1:23, The seed of the gospel is uncorruptible — it is the kind of seed that will
always produce a harvest. That is why in this church we will always preach the gospel:
we have an expectation of a great harvest souls!

The power of the Gospel is unstoppable.

We started today’s message speaking about that time when Paul was put on trial
because of the Gospel. Tertullus begun his accusation and eventually Paul also had his
turn to present his defence. Things were not looking good for the apostle Paul.
However, as we continue reading, we see what happened after the trial: the governor
privately asked to see Paul and heard the Gospel.

Acts 24:22-24 " But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge
of the Way, he adjourned the proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander
comes down, I will make a decision on your case.” 23 So he commanded the centurion
to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his friends
to provide for or visit him. 24 And after some days, when Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning
the faith in Christ.

The only time the Gospel is contained is when we keep it to ourselves. The devil cannot
stop the Gospel, political ideologies cannot stop the Gospel — unfortunately
sometimes, we are the ones who stop it because we don’t share it. May you and I have
a contagious faith!



