
Repent before Renewal 

Matthew 3:1-12 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of 

by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 

the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said 

to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 

fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

John the Baptist 

• Angel Gabriel announced him to Zechariah (Levitical priest). Birth was 

miraculous, (Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old). Before he was born, John 

was declared a prophet who will prepare the way for the Messiah’s arrival. 

• All four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) give an account of his ministry 

• John’s life was devoted to God’s work. It was hard work being the only voice in the 

desert. He was alone for the most part living in the wilderness 



• He is the bridge between the Old and New Testament. For 400 years, God seemed 

to be silent in terms of new revelation and written word. 

Pharisees and Sadducees 

• Pharisees professed devotion to the Torah, but was corrupt internally, factional, 

hypocritical, legalistic with man-made traditions 

• Sadducees were socially elite and religious, denied fundamental doctrines: 

resurrection, angels, and eternal judgement.  

• Jesus clashed with the Pharisees often as they distorted God’s word by elevating 

tradition above the Law 

John’s followers 

• John had a successful ministry. Large following. Jerusalem and all of Judea and 

Jordan region responded, baptized and confessing their sins 

• He pointed the multitude and directed them to Jesus. 

 

Repentance 

• Repentance – Point of surrender, seeking forgiveness 

• What are we repenting from?  

• Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

• Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

• 1 John 1:8-9 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

• Ephesian 1:1-4 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, 

and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages 

to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward 



us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God 

• What is repentance? Greek word (metanoeō) = radical transformation of your 

entire being, an ultimate reversal of body, mind and soul.  

• John the Baptist had to demonstrate this reality. Dressed in camel hair, leather belt 

(call back to Elijah), lived in the wilderness, ate locusts and wild honey. He was 

demonstrating the extreme turn-around and separation from the world. 

 

Reversal 

• His peaching was powerful and convicting, the multitude responded and 

approached him. John welcomed them.  

• However, John did not welcome the Pharisees and Sadducees, discerning their 

repentance was not genuine.  

• John boldly rebuked them as brood of vipers, desiring to escape God’s wrath, but 

held to tradition and personally opinions. 

• Bear fruit worthy of repentance. From true repentance comes powerful reversal. A 

radical turn around.  

• Joel 2:25-29 25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has 

eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My 

great army which I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And 

praise the name of the Lord your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My 

people shall never be put to shame. 27 Then you shall know that I am in the midst 

of Israel: I am the Lord your God And there is no other. My people shall never be 

put to shame.  

• 28 “And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My menservants and 

on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 

 



Renewal 

• Farmers separate wheat from the chaff during harvest time. Grain is tossed into 

the air with the wind blows out the chaff which was lighter. OT used “chaff” to 

symbolize the ungodly and life’s junk.  

• Desert is the imagery. God brings life to dead places. In the solitude of wilderness, 

reversal takes place after repentance, then the process of renewal begins. 

• How does renewal occur? Baptism = brought under control or influence of a 

greater power. 

• Jesus’ baptism of spirit. Matthew and Luke include fire = Purifying work of the Spirit 

+ Purging of sin through fire  

• Ezekiel 36:25-27 25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; 

I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26 I will give you 

a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 

walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  

• Isaiah 1:25 25 I will turn My hand against you, And thoroughly purge away your 

dross, And take away all your alloy. 

• Zechariah 13:9 9 I will bring that group through the fire and make them pure. I will 

refine them like silver and purify them like gold. 


