A Vision of Authority

Hebrews 12:2
Zlooking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,(...)

The Apostle John had a vision of Jesus when he was exiled on the island of Patmos, and he wrote:
Revelation 1:4-5

4John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
Spirits who are before His throne, > and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

The title of my sermon is ‘a vision of authority’, so today we are going to talk about the authority of
Jesus.

Mark 11:27-30; 33

Z7Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders came to Him. 22 And they said to Him, “By what authority are You doing these
things? And who gave You this authority to do these things?”

2 But Jesus answered and said to them, “l also will ask you one question; then answer Me, and | will
tell you by what authority | do these things: 3 The baptism of John—was it from heaven or from
men? Answer Me.”

3350 they answered and said to Jesus, “We do not know.”

And Jesus answered and said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority | do these things.”

Those religious leaders were questioning Jesus’s authority on spiritual matters.

Matthew 13:55-57

551s this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses,
Simon, and Judas? ¢ And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these
things?” %’ So they were offended at Him.

The devil also challenged Jesus’s authority more than once:
Luke 4:3
3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”

Even when Jesus was hanging on the Cross, some doubted if He had any authority, after all He seemed
powerless.

Matthew 27:42
42“He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe Him.

1. JESUS HAS ALL AUTHORITY
Before Jesus ascended to Heaven after His resurrection, He made this very powerful statement:

Matthew 28:18
(-)“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. )

In Colossians 1:16-17 we read:



16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and
for Him. 7 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

Jesus said in John 12:31-32
Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if | am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”

1John 3:8
He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

Colossians 2:14-15

14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us.
And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. * Having disarmed principalities
and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Revelation 1:18
18] am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore. Amen. And | have the keys
of Hades and of Death.

These passages speak of Jesus’s authority, and He has all authority in all realms:
In Heaven, on earth and Hades (the realm of the dead).

Luke 8:30-31
Look at the love of God towards people, human beings.

Romans 10:13 “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

Acts 3:19

19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord,

Matthew 9:6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then
He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

2. JESUS DELEGATES AUTHORITY TO HIS FOLLOWERS.

Mark 16:15-18

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned.
17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will
speak with new tongues;!8 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by
no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Luke 10:19
19Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of

the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

3. THE LORSHIP OF JESUS IN THE LIFE OF THE BELIEVER.



1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 2°For you were bought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God'’s.

Jesus said:

Matthew 16:24;25

(...)“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
% For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

Matthew 10:37-38

37He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 3 And he who does not take his cross and follow after
Me is not worthy of Me.

Jesus came to interfere with our lives!

As | was preparing for this sermon, | read something that C. S. Lewis wrote regarding his pre-Christian
life.

We all like to think that there are areas in our life where we are in control.

But, of course, what mattered most of all was my deep-seated hatred of authority, my monstrous
individualism, my lawlessness. No word in my vocabulary expressed deeper hatred than the word
INTERFERENCE.

But Christianity placed at the centre what then seemed to me a transcendental Interferer.

C.S. Lewis

2 Timothy 4:3-4

3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; *and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

4. BENEFITS OF SUBMITTING TO THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS

When we submit to the authority of our Lord Jesus, there is protection, freedom from sin, favour and
victory over the devil.

John 10:27-28
27 My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. 2 And | give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

Romans 6:6-7
6knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. ” For he who has died has been freed from sin.

1 Peter 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in
due time,

James 4.7
"Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.






