A Heavenly Vision

Two weeks ago, we started a new series of messages about the importance of
looking to Jesus in 2025. This year’s theme is ‘focusing on Jesus’ and is taken from
Hebrews 12:2. It is crucial that we set our eyes on Jesus and make Him our focus in
2025!

Last week, we started looking at the book of Revelation and the vision John had in
Patmos: he saw 7 golden lampstands, and right in the middle of them: Jesus. In
Revelation we see Jesus at the centre of His church, at the centre of the worship of
heaven and at the centre of history itself. The vision of Jesus at the centre, is the vision
we need to carry into this new year — not Jesus in the periphery or outside but Jesus
at the centre of our lives, our focus and attention.

Opening Text: Revelation 1:1-8

The Book of Revelation starts with the revelation of Jesus. The book is a prophecy
about the end times. However, one of the greatest revelations contained in this book
is that of Jesus Himself.

1. God wants us to have an accurate revelation of Jesus
Verse 1a — The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave ...

a) This is a God-given, God-provided, God-inspired vision of Jesus. The word
‘revelation’ in the Greek, is the word apokalupsis which means ‘the
unveiling’, disclosure’ or ‘manifestation’.

b) God wants Jesus to become visible, clearly seen and clearly understood by
us.

Interestingly, in the book of Daniel God said, “shut up the words, and seal the book
until the time of the end” (Daniel 12:4).

To John, God gave the opposite instructions: “do not seal the words of the prophecy
of this book, for the time is at hand” (Revelation 22:10)

God does not want Jesus to be some sort of inaccessible mystery, hidden to the world,
but revealed, open, manifest — now in this time.

¢) Itis crucial to live with the revelation of Jesus

e Because Colossians 2:3 says that in Jesus are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.

e Because Revelation 19:10 says that ‘the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy. We cannot divorce the Person from the prophecy. Jesus is central to
the understanding of end times.



e Because although the events that will mark the end times will be dramatic, some
truly catastrophic, when you possess a revelation of Jesus, then there is no more
fear of the present or of the future.

Romans 8:38-39 - For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, [--1, shall

be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. What is the most accurate description of Jesus?

I believe that the most accurate description of Jesus is found in the Gospels and the
book of Revelation: The Gospels reveal Jesus on earth, Revelation reveals
Jesus in heaven.

In Revelation, we find Jesus revealed in at least 28 different ways. Here are some of
those ways:

e as “the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the

kings of the earth” (1:5),

as “the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End” (1:8),

as the one “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (1:8),

as the First and the Last (1:11),

as the Son of Man (1:13),

as the one who was dead, but now is alive forevermore (1:18),

as the Son of God (2:18),

as the one who is holy and true (3:7),

as “the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation

of God” (3:14),

e as the Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:5),

e as the Lamb in heaven, with authority to open the seals (6:1-9),

e asthe Lamb on the throne (7:17),

e as the Messiah who will reign forever (11:15),

e asthe Word of God (19:13),

e as the majestic King of kings and Lord of lords, returning in glorious
splendor to conquer His enemies (19:11ff.),

e and as “the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star”
(22:16).

How important it is to have a revelation of the glorious Jesus! The Gospels and
Revelation give us an absolutely accurate picture of Who Jesus really is. That is why
we need to know Him first in the Word. When we find Him in the Word, we are literally
setting our eyes on Jesus and focusing on Him.

It is crucial to set our eyes on the authentic Jesus and walk with Him and have a
scriptural understanding of Him. The enemy would love to obscure the real Jesus and
replace it with ‘another Jesus’.

2 Corinthians 11:3-4 - But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For



if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you
receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel
which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

3. A personal encounter with Jesus

The book of Revelation describes also an encounter that is personal: a man, John, saw
the Lord.

We can and should have a scriptural understanding of Jesus, but we can also know
Him personally and experientially. We will of course never have the kind of revelation
that will supersede Scripture or add another book to the Bible, but we can experience
the Lord and encounter Him personally.

1 John 1:1 - That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life.

2 Corinthians 12:1 - It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to
visions and revelations of the Lord

Galatians 1:11-12 - But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

We can experience Jesus and see facets of Him, we hadn’t seen yet.

The churches to whom the Book of Revelation was first sent had already been in
existence for some 30 years. I am sure that they already knew a lot about Jesus.
However, this was a level of revelation that they still needed to receive. We can (and
should) all grow in the revelation of Jesus. There is always more for us to know about
Him.

After the cross, two disciples walked along the Road of Emmaus feeling defeated and
despondent. Their faith had been challenged to the point that were giving up.
However, on that same road they had an encounter with Jesus. They had their own
apokalupsis moment (a moment of revelation):

Luke 24:31 - Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished
from their sight.

4. We can grow in our personal revelation of Jesus
Let me just conclude today by saying that we can all grow in our revelation of Jesus.
This is the year of setting our eyes on Him and the more we look towards Him, the
more of Him we will know.

The Bible describes 3 degrees of revelation:

e The veil
e The mirror and



Face to face

a) The veil (Old Testament)

b)

2 Corinthians 3:13-14 - unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing
away. 4 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil
remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken
away in Christ.

The mirror (New Testament)

1 Corinthians 3:16-18 - Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

(In those days, mirrors were not like the ones we have today. They were made
of polished metal, often polished brass — they gave out a very poor reflection).

¢) Face to face (Heaven)

1 Corinthians 13:12 - For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to
Jace. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

As we set our eyes upon Jesus this year, let us perfect our focus until what is
dim, blurry or distorted, becomes sharp and we see Jesus more and more!

One day, that focus will be perfect and we will see Him face to face.



