In Pursuit of The King
Opening Text: Matthew 2:1-3, 9-12

Today, I would like us to have a look at a group of unannounced guests that came to
see Jesus. These were the mysterious visitors that the Bible calls “the wise men”.

They had travelled some 800km with the sole intention of finding Jesus and to
worship Him. Herod didn’t do that and neither the temple priests, although they just
lived 6 kms away.

“Where is He who was born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the
East, and we have come to worship Him”

Those who seek are never ignored and worshippers of Jesus never forgotten!
What else can we know about the ‘wise men?’

1. They were from the East — most likely from Babylon (when Babylon was part of
the Persian empire).

2. Interestingly, we find another reference in the Bible to ‘wise men’, in the book
of Daniel (Daniel 1:20, 2:2, 4:7 and 5:7). According to Daniel, this category of
‘wise men’ were members of the court — they were scholars who studied the
stars and other sources of knowledge about the future and they were spiritual
advisers to the king. Daniel himself became the leader of these ‘wise men’ in the
king’s court— except that he got his wisdom not from the occult but from God.

3. Itis widely believed that the ‘wise men’ that came to Jesus, came from the royal
court of Babylon, and were most likely aware of the prophecies of Daniel about
the day when the Jewish Messiah would be born into this world (Daniel 9:25-
26).

4. There is also another mysterious character in the Bible who lived near Babylon
called Ballam (Numbers 22-24). He is someone that scholars believe to be a
kind of ancestor of the ‘wise men’ of Baylon.

In Numbers 24 we read how Balaam was hired by king Balak to curse Israel. As he is
about to curse Israel through occultic powers, God took over his tongue and he
pronounced blessing. Not only that but he prophesied about a star that would one day
appear in Israel:

Numbers 24:17 NLT - I see him, but not here and now. I perceive him, but far in
the distant future. A star will rise from Jacob; a scepter will emerge from Israel.
It will crush the heads of Moab’s people, cracking the skulls of the people of Sheth.

It is quite possible that these wise men looking for Jesus knew the prophecy of Ballam
and that of Daniel.



Those seeds of God’s word in their hearts set them on a journey of pursuit of Jesus.
Their journey

On a quiet, starry night, a great light appeared from a distant land. The gospel of Luke
says that the very glory of the Lord appeared to shepherds on a field (Luke2:9).

The wise men were astronomers and not theologians and to them, at a distance of
800km, what they saw was a star — but unlike any other star.

This was not a falling star, but the very glory of the Lord arising (as prophesied in
Isaiah 60:1-2)

Isaiah 60:1-2 - Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is
risen upon you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness
the people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.

Such was the brilliance and distinct nature of this ‘star’ (indeed the glory), that they
must have realised that the newborn king was worthy of more than just well-wishes —
He was worthy to be sought and to be worshiped!

“Where is He who was born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the
East, and we have come to worship Him”

Let me share 3 things about their journey:

1. Their journey was a journey of faith
The wise men set out not knowing exactly where they were going. Unlike what we see
in our Christmas cards, the wise men did not follow a star. The star only appeared the
night Jesus was born and then a second time when they spoke with Herod (not while
they were journeying towards Jerusalem). They just had to trust God. Without any co-
ordinates, a GPS or a map, they just had to walk by faith and not by sight.

2. Their journey involved a huge cost

They would have travelled with a large entourage for protection and because they were
high ranking officials. They would have had to pay heavy costs for a such an expedition.

It probably took them close to 2 years to reach Jesus.
a) Unlike what we may see in nativity scenes, the shepherds were there in the cave
at the birth of Jesus but not the wise men. They only came to Jesus when He

was already in the house.

b) When the wise man come to Jesus, He is referred to as the ‘young child’ (7
times), not as baby Jesus. Jesus was a toddler.

c) Also, after Herod’s conversation with the wise men, he asked for all males up to
2 years of age to be killed.



This is how we know that it probably took them 2 years to reach Jesus.

Two years of moving from place to place, asking about the King of Kings. No doubt at
great expense for them and their entourage. That is why they brought ‘treasures’. In
those days you couldn’t exactly pay your way with a credit card — you had to physically
carry gold and precious things.

So, theirs was a journey of faith, of great cost and a journey of perseverance.

3. A journey of perseverance
Can you imagine how many cities they must have entered, how many doors they must
have knocked, while trying to find Jesus — only to be disappointed every time? They

had to persevere.

When they finally reached Jerusalem, they were probably filled with hope again. If
there was a newborn King, surely this was the place to find a king.

“Where is He who was born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the
East, and we have come to worship Him”

However, there was no baby in the palace. Herod knew nothing about a king and
neither did the religious leaders. They hadn’t noticed any star, and they couldn’t be
bothered checking what had happened just a mere 6km from where they were.

It is those who seek that find!
As they left Herod, the star they had seen once, many months before, makes one last

appearance to lead them exactly to where Jesus was. God really wants people to find
Jesus!

Matthew 2:9-11 - When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where
the young Child was. 1© When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great
joy. 12 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary
His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him [not Mary]. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

e They fell down — a posture of utmost respect

e They worshiped Jesus (not Mary)

e They opened their treasures — which is the same as saying that they opened
their hearts (“Where your treasure is, there is your heart” — Matthew 6:21)

e They offered gifts of prophetic significance:

o Gold — a gift for a king

o Frankincense — a gift for a priest

o Myrrh — used for burials — a gift for a Saviour (one day, this young child
would die for our sins and would have a sign ‘king of the Jews’ written above
His head).



Conclusion

In the course of the first two years of the life of Jesus, I am sure that many others had
come and visited. However, the Bible highlights this visit. What an unusual group of
men this was — their effort was unusual, their faith and perseverance rare, their
worship the only reason they came.

What a contrast with the religious leaders of the day, who did not seek Jesus, even
though He was not 800 km away.... but a mere 6 km. They were so close, yet so distant
from Jesus. They were so close, yet so unaware.

The wise men were distant but because they hungered and wanted to see Jesus, they
came close! That is why Jesus came:

Ephesians 2:13 - But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.

We were like those men: we were afar off, distant from God, However, now we have
been brought near.

This Christmas, let us come to Him with passion, with open hearts and sincere
worship!



