Have you ever been offended at God?
Opening text: Mark 4:35-41
V.38b: “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
Message translation: “teacher, is it nothing to you that we are going down?”

This question revealed not only the desperation of the disciples but also their
disappointment. In a moment of danger, when lives were at risk, Jesus was asleep.

Teacher, don’t you care? ... is it nothing to you that we are going down?
They seemed disappointed at Jesus, even resentful that he was asleep at a time when
He should be flexing His omnipotent muscle against that storm. I have come across

people with such feelings of resentful displeasure and grudge against God.

1. God knows all about the resentment of Man

Genesis 3:12 “the woman YOU GAVE to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I
ate” -

Genesis 4:3, “Cain was very angry and his countenance fell”.

Cain was offended that God accepted Abel’s offering but not his. Later on, he took it
out on his brother.

We read in Exodus how the people of Israel complained for 40 years in the desert
(Exodus 14:11).

Numbers 21:5 - And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and our sou loathes this worthless bread.”

2. Jesus experienced the offense of people

Matthew 11:6 - And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

Matthew 13:57 - So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet
is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house.”

Matthew 26:31 AMPC - Then Jesus said to them, You will all be
offended and stumble and fall away because of Me this night [distrusting and
deserting Me], for it is written, I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.

Matthew 29:9-14 - “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and
you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 1° And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 1* Then many false



prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold. '3 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

John 6:61 - When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this,
He said to them, “does this offend you?

John 11:37 - And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of
the blind, also have kept this man from dying?

3. The day when even John the Baptist got offended at Jesus

Matthew 11:11 says, assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has
not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.

Even the greatest man that has ever lived (apart from Jesus) had his moment of
disappointment towards Jesus

Matthew 11:2-6 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ,
he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look
for another?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which
you hear and see: 5The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed

and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to
them. 6 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

There are 5 things I have always wanted to share with people tempted to
get mad at God or offended at Jesus:

1. There is a blessing reserved for those who refuse to get mad at God
V.6 — blessed is he who is not offended at me.

2. Jesus remains Who the Bible says He is
In all circumstances He does not change. The testimony of Who He is in the bible
remains. The message that Jesus sent back to John the Baptist was basically a quote

from Isaiah 35:5-6:

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, ...

Jesus was basically saying that He was who the Bible said He was. Jesus, in all
situations, in all contradictions of life, remains who the Bible says He is!

3. In this world not everything always happens according to God’s will
and plan, because there is violence and warfare.



Matthew 11:12 - And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.

Jesus spoke about violence in the kingdom of heaven in the context of what was
happening to John the Baptist. Not everything that happens on earth is God’s will.

In Matthew 13:28, in the story of the tares, Jesus said, ‘an enemy has done this’.

Sometimes there are casualties. That is evidence not of the will of God but that there
is an enemy who fights against us.

In Acts 12 we read that James, the brother of John, died at the hands of king Herod
Agrippa. We don’t know why he wasn’t rescued from that situation but then the rest of
that passage teaches us that when the church prays, prisons doors are open. We don’t
know if the church didn’t pray for James but we know that when they prayed for Peter
(who was also on death row) he was freed. The point of that whole passage is that we
need to pray. When we pray, we pray that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
It does seem that God’s will is not always done on earth. However, it is done when we

pray!
4. We must never blame God

Job 9:24 - The earth is given into the hand of the wicked. He covers the faces of its
judges. If it is not He, who else could it be?

In this statement, it is clear that Job doesn’t understand the origin of evil. He assumed
it all to come from God. We are privileged to have read the book of Job and we know
that the enemy did that, not God.

Numbers 21:4-5 - Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea,
to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged
on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you
brought us up out of Eqypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water,
and our soul loathes this worthless bread.”

This passage says that their soul was very discouraged — we need to be careful not to
allow discouragement to turn into bitterness towards God. Discouragement is not a
sin but blaming God is. God is not the author of evil, He is not our problem: He is the
opposite of all of that, He is our deliverer.

Deuteronomy 1:27-31 - 7and you complained in your tents, and said, ‘Because
the Lord hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the
hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28 Where can we go up? Our brethren have
discouraged our hearts, saying, “The people are greater and taller than we; the
cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of
the Anakim there.” 29 “Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terrified, or afraid of
them. 32 The Lord your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to
all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31 and in the wilderness where you saw
how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you
went until you came to this place.’




God doesn’t hate His people. He is FOR us, not against us. He fights FOR us!
5. Don’t ever, ever, ever, quit believing Jesus

In John 6, we read of a crowd that got so offended at what Jesus said that they left Him
— except the 12. Jesus asked them if they were also going? They replied, “where shall
we go, you have the words of eternal life”

Quitting God is never an option, regardless of what happens to us. We may not
understand, we may even feel discouraged, there may be warfare, but we will stick with
Jesus, regardless.

Habakkuk 3:17-19 - Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines;
though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock
may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls— 18 Yet I will rejoice in
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my strength; He will
make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills.

Resist the temptation to judge the outcome of your life and your circumstances
prematurely. Resist the temptation to blame God and be offended at Him. Remember
the words of Jesus: “and blessed is he who is not offended at me”.



