
A Better Future 

2 Corinthians 1:3,4 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.  

 

Have you ever… settled for something? When you see something that you really admire or think 
is great, and then maybe due to the price or the accessibility you end up settling for something 
less?  

Settling for something is not the same as abandoning something. It’s not like you don’t end up 
getting a new TV, you just get a cheaper, smaller TV with less features. You still get one, but it’s 
not as good as the one you actually wanted.  

It’s one thing to settle for material things, and sometimes, it’s just what needs to happen 
because the cost of living is ridiculous these days. But it’s a much bigger deal when we settle for 
something small when it comes to the things of God. 

Have you ever felt like just settling in your spiritual life? Like your spiritual life is okay, it’s not 
terrible, and you can get to church once or twice a month. You can read your bible a couple of 
times a week and you at least say grace before your meal. And we can feel like we’re just 
coasting along, finding a comfortable but slightly unhealthy groove, and we just settle.  

The problem with settling is that before you know it, we look back and we’ve been settling for a 
long time. We thought it was just going to be a short while to catch our breath because 
everything was chaotic, or we thought it was just a season of settling while we pace ourselves 
when things are all fine, but then suddenly, it hasn’t been a season, it’s been years.  

And this is the trap of settling for less than God has for us, we end up stuck in a place that we 
did not intend to be in, and we end up missing out on what God has for us. And the reason we 
miss out is because we think that pursuing all that God has for us is too difficult and it’s too 
uncomfortable. Because to get the more that God has for us, we need to do the more that God 
asks of us. He calls us to pursue Him. But it’s uncomfortable.  

 

Jesus puts it like this in Matt 10:38-39 

38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their 
life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 

 

It’s not comfortable following Jesus. Trying to pursue God and live the life He wants us to live 
isn’t easy. It costs something. It’s uncomfortable. 

 

 

 



2 Corinthians 1:3,4 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.  

 

And the problem is that sometimes, instead of seeking the God of all comfort, we make comfort 
our God. When we confront the uncomfortable, that’s where we find growth and change. And 
rather than put comfort above Jesus, we can take solace knowing that God is the God of all 
comfort.  

Here are three uncomfortable questions we need to ask when following Jesus. 

1. Am I loyal to a church? 

Personally, because this is my church, I’d hope that you’re loyal to this church specifically since 
you’re listening to this message from our church, but based on principle, are you loyal at least to 
a church? 

 

1 Peter 5:1-3 

5 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 
also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock. 

 

This is Peter speaking to the church leaders, but he tells them to be shepherds of God’s flock 
that is under your care.  

It’s really important to us that we’re watching over and caring for and looking after the people 
that God has entrusted us with, because we want to serve them, love them, not for our own 
dishonest gain or anything, but genuinely because we want to look after them. But here’s the 
thing. We really need to know who that is and who that isn’t. Like if you belong to our church, 
meaning that this is your spiritual home, we are your spiritual covering, then we will pray for you, 
visit you when you’re sick, bring Godly advice and counsel, help you with family things, officiate 
your wedding, and offer whatever care and serve you in any way we possibly can, that’s why 
we’re here. But if you’re going from one church to another, joining a connect group here and then 
another one at another church, hopping around looking for the most comfortable option, that 
makes it really hard for us. Often, the reason for going to more than one church is because 
people are trying to meet their needs by getting some from here, some from there, kind of like a 
spiritual buffet. 

But here’s the thing, while the church leaders and pastors are definitely here to be a spiritual 
covering for those who attend, the role of a church member is not to have their needs met.  

 



Eph 4:11,12 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 

The reason a Christian should commit themselves to one church is so that they can be 
equipped for works of service. In other words, people come to church not only to connect and 
worship and grow in Christ, but to actually do works of service. 

What are works of service? It says right there that the works of service are to build the body of 
Christ until we reach unity in the faith, become mature, and attain the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.  

Pick one church, find community, connect, and commit. It’s not always comfortable, but it’s 
how we grow and mature and pursue all that God has for us. 

 

 

2. Is my faith real at home? 

Eph 6:18 

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

 

God wants our faith to be active and effective and powerful not just when we’re at church on a 
Sunday, but in our lives at home. The scripture tells us on all occasions and to always keep on 
praying. Our faith and our prayer life is meant to be a real thing that we do all the time. 

Phil 4:6 tells us to not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God, which means that our faith, our belief system, 
the reality of Jesus, is not just a ‘come to church’ thing, it’s an everyday thing.  

We can come to church passionate and worship and sing and shout amen, and all of that is 
great, but if our relationship with Jesus is only alive at church, we’ve settled for less. Our 
relationship with Jesus isn’t primarily about what happens on a Sunday, it’s about what happens 
in your workplace, your school, your family, your social life, the things you prioritise, your 
actions, it has to be real. 

Our faith has to be real everywhere we go, because Jesus is with us everywhere we go. God will 
never leave you and never forsake you, the Holy Spirit lives inside of you, you are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus is Emmanuel, God with you, He does not abandon you, there is nowhere 
you can go that God is not, which means that God is as real to you at home as He is at church. 

The encounters and experiences and miracles and revelations that you experience at church are 
available at home. We settle for less when we only encounter God here at church on a Sunday 
or in our connect groups. Make your faith real at home. Make prayer and scripture and worship 



just a part of your everyday life and you’ll experience the fullness of God. And at the start, that 
might be uncomfortable, it might require discipline and forcing yourself to worship and pray, but 
when we push through the uncomfortable, we grow, we get better, and we experience more of 
God. 

Mark 6:37, this is the story where it was getting late, there was a large crowd listening to Jesus, 
everyone’s hungry, and the disciples tell Jesus to send them home to get food. And in verse 37, 
Jesus tells them, “You give them something to eat.” 

It’s crazy that in this story, the disciples were with Jesus, and when there was a problem, they 
tell Jesus to send everyone home so that they don’t have to deal with it. And Jesus tells them 
that they don’t need to go away, YOU give them something to eat.  

I don’t know whether Jesus wanted them to spend the money and then trust Him that it’d all be 
fine, or whether He wanted them to take the bread and fish and perform the miracle 
themselves, but either way, Jesus wanted them to make their faith in Him real.  

But Jesus wanted them to do it for themselves. Not just watch and be in awe, but do it. YOU give 
them something, YOU do the miracle, YOU step out in faith, YOU pray, YOU believe, YOU make 
your faith real.  

Jesus has just reinstated Peter, telling Peter that he’s forgiven for denying Him, and Jesus tells 
Peter to follow Him.  

 

John 21:20-22 

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the 
one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray 
you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 
follow me.” 

 

I love this scripture because Jesus paints this picture of John that Peter could have easily 
become jealous at. Essentially, Jesus says, it doesn’t matter what God wants to do with 
someone else, or what He’s doing in someone else, good or bad, it has nothing to do with 
whether you follow Him or not. As for you, follow Him. 

 

3. Am I producing spiritual fruit? 

Galatians 5:22, 23 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

  

We don’t have time to get into the details of each fruit, but these are the characteristics that 
should define God working in our lives. If God is working in us, this is what should be produced. 



If someone were to describe you, your personality, the way you treat others, what are the top 9 
answers they would give? And not just some random person you just met, but those who really 
know you. Family members, your spouse, a best friend, a business partner. This is a litmus test 
to see how we’re going when it comes to our spiritual maturity. 

Producing the fruit of the Spirit is evidence that we’re walking in the Spirit, crucifying the flesh, 
and becoming more and more like Jesus.  

And if none of these fruits feature in the top 9 characteristics, then we need to do what verse 24 
and 25 say so that we’re not settling for less than what God has called us to. 

 

Galatians 5:24,25 

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  

 

We need to crucify the flesh, keep in step with the Spirit. It means saying no to the earthly, 
worldly, fleshly desires and continuously inviting the Holy Spirit to walk with us, to guide us, so 
that we can follow Him. Let the Holy Spirit convict you. Let Him tell you where you need to 
change, the thought patterns that have to be confronted, the sins that have to be dealt with, 
forgiving someone, forgiving yourself, whatever it is that God needs to do, let Him do it. 

 

Something that we easily forget is that whatever God has for your life, is not just for you and it’s 
not just about you. It’s one thing to settle for a material possession, which is here today, gone 
tomorrow or in a month or a year or 10 years, after that, nobody thinks of it or remembers it. All 
our material things will pass away and become nothing.  

But the spiritual things last, they make an impact for the next generation. 

 

Psalm 78:4-7 

4 We will not hide them from their descendants; 
    we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, 
    his power, and the wonders he has done. 
5 He decreed statutes for Jacob 
    and established the law in Israel, 
which he commanded our ancestors 
    to teach their children, 
6 so the next generation would know them, 
    even the children yet to be born, 
    and they in turn would tell their children. 
7 Then they would put their trust in God 
    and would not forget his deeds 
    but would keep his commands. 
 



When we have encountered and experienced God for ourselves, we’re meant to pass this on to 
the next generation. God wants our spiritual highs to be the foundation for the next generation. 
The greatest spiritual highs in our lives should be the most foundational basic level for the next 
generation.  

If we’re doing this right, the next generation of Christians should love God more than we do, be 
more in tune with the Holy Spirit than we are, have greater biblical understanding than us, and 
have a greater intimacy with God than we have.  

Because our highest level of encounter with God should be the foundation for the next 
generation. 

When we ensure that our spiritual lives are growing, we also set up the next generation. We 
cannot settle for less than what God has for us. If we settle for less, we will leave less for the 
next generation. And this isn’t just about being a parent to a child, or a grandparent to their 
grandchildren, this is about every Christian that will come after us. 

There’s more for us, as a church, to do. There are more people to reach, more families who need 
Jesus, more communities we can bless and impact, there’s more for us to build. We all need to 
grow in our spiritual maturity, and we can all help one another to do that. There’s so much to be 
done that everyone will have more than enough to do.  

Imagine if all of us would pursue God with everything we had, not settling for less, but living out 
our faith every single day. We would establish such an incredibly strong and healthy spiritual 
foundation where the next generation would see examples of people loyal and committed to 
God and the church, faith being lived out in the real world in their everyday lives, and where the 
fruit of the Spirit was evident in their families and their closest relationships at church.  

And then, imagine what that generation would accomplish. Imagine the impact they would 
make for the kingdom of God. A generation with a foundation of loyalty, faith, and the fruit of the 
Spirit. That’s the legacy God has called us to leave behind.  


