
Better Legacy 

• Roman empire was arguably one of the greatest in ancient history 

• Colosseum was built to dictate and control Rome’s social hierarchy 

• So where is the Roman empire today? What remains of the Colosseum? 

• In contrast, the gospel lives. It passes through the generations. Timeless truth of God. 

• Jesus did not come to build a monument but a movement. It moves and still moving. 

 

2 Timothy 2:1-7 

1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you 

have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able 

to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus 

Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 

please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not 

crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer must be first 

to partake of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all 

things. 

 

• This passage is about Paul commanding Timothy to pass on Christ legacy. 

• Three principles: Devoted Soldier, Discipline Athlete and Diligent Farmer 

• Devotion 

• Discipline 

• Diligence 

• Paul writes his last letter from prison, AD 67 

• Facing imminent death, awaiting execution 

• 2 Tim 4:9-13 9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having 

loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, 

Titus for Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is 

useful to me for ministry. 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.  13 Bring the cloak that 

I left with Carpus at Troas when you come—and the books, especially the parchments. 

• What is your legacy?  

  



Luke 9:57-62 57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, 

“Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds 

of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 Then He said to 

another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to 

him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 61 And 

another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at 

my house.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking 

back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives 

the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the 

prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one 

who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

 

Matthew 9:36-38 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for 

them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said 

to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

 

1 Corinthians 3:7-8 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God 

who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will 

receive his own reward according to his own labor.  

 

Summary 

• Legacy = faith = people = disciples 

• Devoted soldier brings honour = Live to please God. Committed and loyal to His house 

• Discipline athlete achieves victory = Trains to the highest standard of God’s word 

• Diligent farmer reaps a mighty harvest = Sows and plants in and out of season 


