Falling in Love with Jesus

Opening Text: Ephesians 6:23-24 - Peace to the brethren, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all those who love
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

Introduction: I want to talk about this love today: about loving Jesus, having a
passion and a love that is real. I have felt impressed by the Lord for some time now, to
talk about this. In all my travels around the world for many years, I have observed,
especially in the West that there is deficit of love for God. I don’t think the West is
short of religious activity, but it is short of passion and of a real love for the Lord. It is
my prayer that this message will help all of us see where we are at and become
passionate lovers of Jesus.

This is even most pressing for us that live in the end-time, as the Bible clearly states
that in the end-times the love of many will grow cold (Matthew 24:12)

1. Those who love the Lord Jesus Christ

Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

Peace (an undisturbed heart), love (a love that is unfailing), faith (that which moves
mountains), grace (empowerment, undeserved benefits) ... be with all those who
love our Lord Jesus Christ!

There are promises and blessings that the Bible specifically mentions in the context of
loving Jesus. I have often heard people quoting promises that can’t be claimed outside
loving Jesus:

e Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

e 1 Corinthians 2:9 - But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.”

e James 1:12 speaks of a crown of life to those who love Him;

e James 2:5 - Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him?

It is all about loving Jesus. Our relationship with God is not contractual; Love is at the
centre of it! Love is the basic requirement from the earliest of times when God first
engaged with man.

Luke 10:27 - So he answered and said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your
mind,” and ‘your neighbour as yourself.”



Loving God is the essence of our faith. Thank God for His blessings, promises and
benefits. however, our love is not even conditional to any of those things.

1 John 4:19 — We love Him because He first loved us!
We were brought into a love that He initiated. He first loved us!

He first loved us, unconditionally. We love Him the same: no pre-conditions, not as
‘long as all my prayers get answered’, or if things go well with me. No, we love Him
regardless of anything and any circumstance.

I love 1 Peter 1:6-9: In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need
be, you have been grieved by wvarious trials,”thatthe genuineness of your
faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus
Christ, swhom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of
your faith—the salvation of your souls.

Now let us go back to our opening text in Ephesians 6:

23 Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

2. Those who neglected their first love

In our opening passage, Paul was writing to the church in Ephesus. They were of ‘those
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ.” They were a church that loved the Lord.

Paul told them to stay rooted and grounded in love:
Ephesians 3:17-19 - 7that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that

you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of

Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
However, some 36 years after this letter was written, Jesus told them that despite all
their activity and good works, they had lost their first love (Revelation 2:1-5). They
had it but they lost it. They were no longer rooted and grounded in love. Jesus told
them to go back and find that early affection.

This passage is here as a warning to all of us. Reading the strong words of Jesus for
this church, we understand how important it is to love Him.

3. Those with sincere love
24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.
What does ‘loving Jesus’ looks like?

a) Well, to start with, our love for Jesus must be sincere, real, genuine, authentic.



The Father seeks those who worship Him in spirit and truth. Jesus always confronted
the Pharisees because their service to God was void of sincere motives. They offered a
counterfeit devotion to God.

Matthew 15: 8 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and
honour Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.

Romans 12:9, ESV - Let love be genuine.
We need to love Jesus with real love, pure, uncorrupted, authentic.
b) Secondly, loving Jesus also has to do with obedience.

John 14:23-24 - Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you

hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

The whole world may go away from the truth, but we keep His word. That is how we
love Him.

John 14:21 - He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.
And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him.”

c) Thirdly, love has everything to with gratitude for the forgiveness of our sins

Luke 7:47 - Therefore, I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”

d) Fourthly, love isn’t just a concept it is a flame ignited in your heart!

Song of Solomon 8:6-7: Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your
arm; for loveis asstrong as death, jealousy ascruel asthe grave; its
flames are flames of fire, a most vehement flame.” Many waters cannot quench love,
nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house,
it would be utterly despised.

I love the intensity of this love, it is a different kind of love. It is a love that the flesh
doesn’t know and the flesh will never encourage you to pursue. However, it is a love as
strong as death, powerful and real. We have to make sure that those flames keep
burning in our hearts until we see Him face to face!



