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Hebrews 11:1
New King James Version
11 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:1
New International Version
11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

Hebrews 11 in NKJV says that faith is the SUBSTANCE of things hoped for and in the NIV
version it says now faith is the CONFIDENCE in what we hope for.

What this tells us is that: FAITH IS THE FOUNDATION OF HOPE
- Hope is when we have an optimistic desire/outlook for something in the future, whether it

be in this life or in eternity.
- Faith is full of power because it gives you confidence and substance to what you’re

hoping for.
- The word substance and confidence tells us that it’s a guarantee, it’s solid, it acts as a

foundation
- Now again, faith isn’t just saying things to make yourself feel better or to ignore reality,

it’s putting your belief behind something that has authority.

Hebrews 4:12
New King James Version
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Hope becomes solid and real when we apply our faith to it. We have to put FAITH to our
HOPE.

Hebrews 11:11 goes on to say that:

Hebrews 11
New King James Version
11 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hebrews 11
New International Version
11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.



The words evidence and assurance in Hebrews 11 give us encouragement in the certainty and
the proof that this is real. We have evidence and assurance before we even SEE and this is
what faith is.

START | MIDDLE | FINISH

Start: The promise of God given to you
Middle: The journey of faith
End: The fulfillment of God’s promise

NOAH

Hebrews 11:7 says
New King James Version
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear,
prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and
became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Noah’s story in Genesis 6
- As people began to multiply on earth, God saw wickedness in everyone on earth and

that their hearts were evil. (Genesis 6:5)
- So the Lord said that he would destroy all men on the face of the earth BUT God had

grace upon Noah. (Genesis 6:7)
- So what God does is he tells Noah of his plan, on what He’s going to do. (Genesis 6:13)
- He tells Noah that he’s going to bring a flood to destroy everything on earth (Genesis

6:17).
- Genesis 6:18 he says to Noah 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you

shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.

Noah’s Start: God gives Noah a promise - He says I’m going to make a covenant with you which
means he’s making an agreement with Noah, that you’ll create this ark and be safe from the
floodwaters.

Noah’s Middle: is building this ark without having physical evidence that this flood would actually
happen.

Hebrews 11:7
New King James Version
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear,
prepared an ark for the saving of his household.

We can roughly estimate that from the time Noah received his start promise to when the flood
actually started, his end, there was a time period of approximately 55 - 75 years. Now let’s say



that the minimum time Noah had to wait was 55 years from the time God told him the flood
would occur to the flood actually happening.

And during this time frame In Genesis 6:15 God gives Noah specific instructions on how to build
this ark and specific instructions on what types of animals to gather to put into this ark. For a
minimum of 55 years Noah was to solely focus on building this ark.

This is a very LONG MIDDLE. It was not only long but it was hard work.

Even for your life, maybe you’ve held onto a word or a promise from God that you’ve received at
the start

- To have your own home
- To get a new job
- For healing
- For breakthrough

And you’ve held onto the promise but months have gone by, maybe years have gone by and it’s
been hard work to save up for that house, it’s been hard work being stuck in the same position
at work, it’s been hard work battling with that disease. Sometimes, in our journey of faith, like
Noah, it’s hard work AND we are forced to go slow.

So what do you do in the slow?

Psalm 46:10 - “Be still, and know that I am God.” It doesn’t say be anxious, be worried, or be
impatient. It says to be still.

Phillipians 4:6 tells us “ Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

Matthew 6:25 tells us “25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”

James 5:8 says “8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.”

Common theme: We don’t have to be anxious about how long it’s taking because we bring it to
God. We don’t have to worry because we can trust God. We can be patient because God is
near.

This middle bit is hard work and it can be long and slow, for Noah building an ark is hard work
and waiting approximately 55 for a flood God said would come is a long time to continue to be
persistent and consistent with a somewhat “uncertain outcome”.

Genesis 6:22 (NKJV) - 22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.



In the NIV version it says: 22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

Whatever you’re believing in God for, your hard work, your perseverance will reap a reward.
Keep going, keep having faith, keep putting faith as the foundation of your hope in the finish
line.

Galatians 6:9-10
New King James Version
9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart.

2 Chronicles 15:7
New King James Version
7 But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded!”

Psalm 27:14
New King James Version
14 Wait] on the Lord;
Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen your heart;
Wait, I say, on the Lord!

Noah’s finish line: The flood came and his family was saved.

MOSES

Moses’ journey is a little bit different than most. God was always close to Moses and Moses
constantly heard from God.

Numbers 20 tells us about the middle of Moses’ faith journey. Moses’ sister, Miriam, has just
died, and they buried her in the desert of Zin. Everyone starts complaining that there’s no water,
they’re going to die of thirst.

God tells Moses to speak to the rock and water would come out.

Instead of speaking to the rock, Moses strikes the rock with his staff, twice. God, who is still
faithful, opens the rock and water comes out.

Numbers 20:12

“12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me
as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”

That seems so unfair. It doesn’t make any sense that after years of Moses being faithful and
close to God, he makes one mistake, and suddenly, he can’t go into the promised land.



Moses was stopped from seeing the fullness of God’s promise. What do you do when there’s a
big stop sign in the middle of your faith journey? And especially if that stop comes from God.

See it would’ve been easy for Moses to then assume that God had lied, that God was unfaithful,
that God was betraying him or letting him down.

God’s promise to Moses was actually bigger than Moses. Moses got a “STOP”, not because he
had failed, but because his finish line didn’t actually require him to cross over into the promised
land. He could still completely fulfill God’s calling and see God’s complete faithfulness without
him personally stepping into that land.

God is always faithful to his promise, but sometimes, our own disobedience can derail us.
There’s always grace and mercy available, there’s always repentance and our relationship with
God can always be reconciled. But, the truth is that sin can still have consequences.

God’s plan goes beyond your life, it impacts the generations to come, people not yet born,
generations that we won’t be alive to see.

CONCLUSION

In Hebrews 11, we read that none of these people really saw the fulfillment of God’s plan. None
of them knew how big it was, none of them knew that because they played their part, that Jesus
would be born for the salvation of mankind.

When we have faith in God, we’re believing in God’s plan for our lives and beyond our lives.
Trusting God that even if it doesn’t make sense while we’re still alive, that in His plan, it will all
come together, even if we don’t see it in this life. And when we have faith, we can be obedient.
We can put into practice and participate in all that God asks us to do, trusting God along the
entire journey.

Heb 11:1 tells us that Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do
not see. In the NKJV version it says, the evidence of things not seen.

This is actually backwards. Usually, evidence is what is left behind after the fact. But evidence is
also proof that something has quality and authenticity.

When God promises something, we put our faith in it, we trust Him, we believe Him, we obey
Him, and that assures us that what we’re hoping for has strength, has quality, has authenticity.

Faith is choosing to do things God’s way, to obey Him, to apply His principles, trusting Him that
what He said would happen, will happen. Especially in the middle, when the journey is long,
difficult, unexpected, when the journey has challenges, when things aren’t going the way you
want them to. But you can trust God. You can put your faith in God because God is faithful. He
will come through.


