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Seeing the Face of God 

 
Opening Text: Revelation 22:1-7, 12-13, 17 
 

1. A picture of our future 
 
This passage in the book of Revelation gives us a beautiful picture of our future and 
where we belong: we belong near the throne of our heavenly Father; we belong in the 
indescribable beauty of that place filled with life and where the river of life flows to 
quench the thirst of everyone. In that place there is healing for the nations, rewards 
and no more night and no more curse! To me, verse 4 is probably the greatest blessing 
of all: “They shall see His face”. 
 
This invite is for  

• Those who hear 
• Those who thirst and 
• Those who desire 

 
What a wonderful picture of the satisfaction and blessing reserved for us in our future. 
Revelation 22 is our future. That is where we are going. However, life here and now is 
probably more like the picture of Psalms 42. 
 

2. A picture of the present 

Psalms 42:1-3 AMPC (Amplified Bible): 1 As the hart pants and longs for the 
water brooks, so I pant and long for You, O God. 2 My inner self thirsts for God, for 
the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God? 3 My tears have been 
my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, where is your God? 
 
The ‘journey’ is definitely different from the ‘destination’. In this world, while we 
journey through it, there is longing and there is thirst. We are crossing dry land.  The 
psalmist also mentioned tears and questions: ‘where is your God?’ 
 
Does that resonate with you? Are you going through some difficult circumstances in 
your life right now?  If your life right now looks more like Psalms 42, remember to read 
the end of the book. Revelation 22 is there so you and I don’t give up!  
 
Revelation 22 is there for the question of Psalm 42: 
 
2 My inner self thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the 
face of God? 
 
Well, Revelation 22 says that we will see the face of God! 
 
Set your GPS towards the face of God! We shall stand in that river, God will wipe away 
every tear from our eyes, we shall reign with Him. We shall see the glory of His face! 
 
We need to live now mindful of the joy God has set before us in the future. 
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3. We shall see His face 
 
Revelation 22:4a: They shall see His face 
 
To see God’s face is His most extravagant gift! He reserved the best for last. From 
Genesis to the last chapter of the Bible, men have seen the acts of God but never His 
face. 
 

a) In the first book of the Bible there was a man called Jacob who fought for a 
blessing. His life, his identity and his walk changed forever. He experienced 
such a touch from God, that he called that place “Peniel”, which means “the 
Face of God”. However, it was the face of an angel he saw, and not God. 
(Genesis 32:24-30) 
 

b) In the second book, a man called Moses pressed into the presence of Jehovah 
like no man before him. He cried out for His presence and for His glory. Out of 
that encounter Moses’ own face came out shining with the glory of God. 
However, he himself did not see the face of God. 
 
Exodus 33:20-23 - 20 But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall 
see Me, and live.” 21 And the Lord said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall 
stand on the rock. 22 So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put 
you in the cleft of the rock and will cover you with My hand while I pass 
by. 23 Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face 
shall not be seen.” 
 

c) I the fourth book of the Bible, it is mentioned that God spoke to Moses face to 
face but Moses only saw the form of God – the outline of His being. 
 
Numbers 12:8b – I speak with him face to face, even plainly, and not 
in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the Lord. 
 

d) Throughout the Bible, other great men stood in the presence of God, were 
touched by Him but didn’t see His face.  From Genesis to Revelation, from 
Abraham to John, many stood in pursuit of God, but never saw His face. 

 
John 1:17-18 - For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.18 No one has seen God at any time. The only 
 begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 
 
He has declared Him – in the Greek, exegeomai, literally means: to explain 

 
1 Corinthians 13:12 - For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 

 
1 John 3:2 - 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
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Psalms 17:15 - As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be 
satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. 

 
4. The best reserved for last 

 
God has reserved the best for last: the end of the Book says that we will see His face, 
we will no longer question, no longer thirst, we will drink from the water of life. 
 
But didn’t God say that no one can see Him and live? – Yes, but in Revelation 22 no 
one dies anymore. Death has been done away with. We cannot die again. 
 
Revelation 21:4 - 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall 
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.” 
 
That is such encouragement from God. After we have ceased all our striving and 
labours in this life, after all of God’s enemies are put under His feet, at the end we win 
gloriously, and we get to see what no eye has seen. 
 
1 Peter 1:8-9 - 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not 
see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 
 

a) Stay in love with God - Whom having not seen you love’ 

1 Corinthians 2:9 - But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” 

b) Stay in faith  - Though you do not see Him, yet believing’ 
 

John 20:29b – ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed’ 
 

c) Stay Desiring -  Whoever desires let him take the water of life freely 
 

Stay in pursuit of His presence and desire to see His face. 
 
Psalms 105:4 – Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face 
forevermore. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


