Sermon notes for Sunday 23" of August

Something’s missing

Opening Text: Mark 10:17-22, 26-27, 29-30
Introduction: “What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” — The most
important question ever asked. The question of where we will spend eternity is the
most important, most fundamental issue of our existence.
This is the year to go ‘deeper’ and going deeper doesn’t mean beautifying the roof but
strengthening what is foundational about our faith. Today we will look at faith, eternal
life and salvation.
Here’s a very unique story in the New Testament. 3 of the 4 Gospels mention it. In it
we read about a man who came to Jesus to ask him the most important question of his
life.

1. He was someone who had a lot going for him:

a) He was rich.

V.22 says that he had great possessions.

Luke 18:23 says that he was very rich. That means he had much money and
assets, most likely much property and land.

b) He was young

Matthew 19:22 says that he was young. He could enjoy his wealth at the prime of his
life, at the peak of his faculties, both physical and intellectual.

c¢) He was a person of influence

Luke 18:18 says that he was a ‘ruler’. The word in Greek ‘archon’ means a leader, an
official, someone with administrative authority.

Being a leader means that he was a person of influence in that community and
probably beyond. In 15t century Israel a bit like today, wealth and power went together.
He was no doubt, a member of the Jewish elite and enjoying all the privileges of that
position. He had status. He was rich, young and had influence. He had it all.

d) He was religious

That was a very big deal in those days of course. He followed strictly the Law of Moses
from when he was a little boy.

2. He had it all but still felt that something was missing in his life.



He had it all as far as his earthly life but what about eternal life? How could he also be
assured of eternity?

Ecclesiastes 3:11 says that God put eternity in the heart of man. His heart was
obviously deeply unsettled by the question of eternity. He had it all, but did he have
peace with God, did he have assurance of salvation?

a) He was so unsettled that he did something that people of his social condition
would never do: he came running to Jesus and he also knelt down before him.
His fine robes were now full of the dust of that road.

b) He came and called Him ‘Good Teacher’.

It would have been inappropriate for Jesus as a rabbi to accept such compliment.
Good, in the Greek agathos, is a word that could only be applied to God Himself. Jesus,
being God, could have accepted to be called ‘good’ but as Philippians 2:7 says, He made
Himself of no reputation.

c¢) The young man asked the question: What shall I do to inherit salvation?
What shall I do?

He knew what the Law of Moses had commanded to do from an early age. But clearly
this was not about him “doing” something;:

He could not earn this salvation through good works, he could not
receive it because of his status, and he could not pay for it with all of his
wealth!

That became clear from his dialogue with Jesus. He had it all, or so it seemed, but he
lacked one thing.

3. To the one who had it all, Jesus said he lacked one thing
V.21 - 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him,

Jesus is about to say something challenging but this reference to the love of Jesus is
here so that there is no doubt in our minds about the love of God for each person.

The look on the face of Jesus in that moment and His love were so evident that Mark
recorded it here.

... and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the
cross, and follow Me.”

a) What did he lack? He was wealthy, he was young, he had influence, he was
religious, what could he possibly be lacking?



(By the way, this is not Jesus saying that if you take a vow of poverty you will be saved.
Jesus is not going after money but motive, Jesus is not addressing his wealth but his
heart).

Jesus is making an incision in this young man’s heart. He is primarily exposing with
surgical precision that his allegiance and his trust was in money and that was standing
in the way of salvation.

Salvation comes from placing our trust, our faith in Jesus, relying on Him with our
lives — and that, he was lacking.

Jesus was basically saying, ‘you don’t need those things for salvation, you may as well
give them all to the poor and follow Me'.

It was a “trust” issue, not money. The one thing the young man lacked was trusting
Jesus.

Later on, Jesus said in verse 24P: “How hard it is for those who trust in riches to
enter the kingdom of God!”

His money was his guarantee of a comfortable life, of the status that he enjoyed, the
influence he carried, and his identity. He did not trust Jesus to that extent. He had
reservations and doubt - and he left the presence of Jesus sad and sorrowful. He was
the only person in the Bible who left the presence of Jesus like that.

His attachment, reliance, allegiance, trust in the things of this world surpassed
his faith in Jesus.

Yes he wanted ‘eternal life’ but he didn’t value ‘heaven’ that much — the argument of
‘treasures in heaven’ carried little weight. He still chose the more tangible idea of a
treasure on hearth.

b) Jesus wasn’t bothered with his money, but it was the heart that He was after.
And unfortunately, the young man’s heart was already occupied by another
‘lord’, there was already another ‘king’ seating on the throne of his heart.

Conclusion

“One thing you lack” — Living in the West, it often feels like ‘what else could we lack’?
We have everything, and we are rich.

Most of us live with that false sense of security: we trust our investments, our careers,
our financial institutions and so many other things of this world. However, one of the
things that the current crisis exposed is, in fact, the fragility of all of that. All of that
can go very easily. There is only a safe place: Jesus! and there is only one thing that
will not be shaken: the kingdom of God.

These challenging words of Jesus come to mind in



Revelation 3:17 - Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need
of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked.

Jesus said this to people who also thought they had it all but were found in lack.

At a time like this, more than ever, let us follow Jesus, let us trust Him for the things

of this life just like we have learned to trust Him for our salvation. It is all about putting
our faith in Him. When we do, the things that impossible with men become possible
with God (v.27).




