Praying Impossible Prayers

Opening text: Acts 27:9-12;18-22; 27,29

Just a few weeks ago, I shared with you a message that I have preached to myself many
times entitled “4 anchors for the storms of life”. The text I used came out of Acts 27.

Paul was on his way to Rome with an assignment from God to come before Caesar and
testify of Jesus there. As the boat is about to leave the harbour, Paul warned them not
to set sail as he had an impression from God that, if they did, there would be much loss
not only of the cargo and the ship but of lives also. However, the people disregarded
Paul’s advice and set sail. Shortly after their departure, they went straight into the
storm as Paul had said.

On one of those long nights, Paul prayed and because of that prayer, God changed the
situation and now there would be no loss of life. Prayer does that: they went from a
situation of “much loss” (v.10) to “no loss” (v.22).

It is amazing what God does in response to prayer!

The purpose of this message today is not only to help you stay anchored in hope
(Hebrews 6:19) but to elevate the level of your prayers. I want to talk about “praying
impossible prayers”.

Verses 27 and 29 - 27 Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven
up and down in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were
drawing near some land. [...] 29 Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the
rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come.

a) When the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down...

Fourteen nights in a storm — unable to find direction, being driven and tossed by
the wind and the waves, with no stars to find their position and set their course, cold,
hungry and desperate. Fourteen long nights.

Nights always seem darker and longer in the imminence of a tragedy or danger, or in
the presence of suffering. We wish for day to come, for the sun to rise and with it the
promise of Psalms 30:5 - weeping may endure for a night but joy comes in the
morning. When the night is long, we wish for a new day to come.

b) However, in this passage, at midnight, they didn’t just wish for a new day, they
prayed for day to come! The word in Greek is euchomay, which means to pray!
They prayed for day to come... at midnight!

What kind of prayer is that? There is a number of hours assigned to the
darkness of night. You can’t have a sunrise at midnight (unless you live in
the Arctic circle or in Antarctica) — but that is exactly what they prayed!

What an unreasonable prayer! What an absurd prayer! What an
impossible prayer: sunrise... at midnight!



I am glad that the Bible records impossible prayers! This prayer is here as a credit to
their faith and a challenge for us to elevate the level of our prayers.

I have four main points I would like to share:
1. Sometimes impossible situations require impossible prayers

We can fatalistic, passive and resign ourselves to the impossible or we can pray
impossible prayers.

A while ago I felt as if the Lord was saying to me, ‘don’t be shy to pray bold prayers.
Don't just pray for the possible, you can pray for the impossible too’.

Paul had previously prayed for the 276 people on that ship, and God had granted them
to him. That was a powerful prayer.

However, 14 nights later and still in the storm they took prayer to another level.
Sometimes impossible situations require impossible prayers: the kinds of prayers
where we go all out and remove all limitations so God can move!

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man (or woman) avails much! (James 5:16)
2. An impossible prayer is not impossible for God to answer

God can override natural laws! A miracle is defined as a “divine interruption in the
normal course of nature”.

Jesus interrupted the normal course of nature when

He was born of a virgin,

walked on the water,

multiplied bread in the desert to feed thousands, at least twice,

paid His taxes with money from a fish’s mouth,

walked into a room, the door being shut,

raised the dead — and He Himself was raised from the dead.

Last Sunday, we spoke about the resurrection of Jesus. The fact that Jesus
defeated the grave, death and hell is sufficient proof that no demand
overwhelms God.

The resurrection forever enlarged my faith in what God can do!
Acts 26:8 - “Why should it be thought incredible that God raises the dead?”
An impossible prayer, is not impossible for God to answer.
3. The Bible records other unreasonable, unusual, impossible prayers:

Joshua 10:12-14 - 122Then Joshua spoke to theLordin the day when
the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the



sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 13So
the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge upon their
enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst
of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 4 And there has
been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man;
for the Lord fought for Israel.

James 5:17-18 - 7Elijjah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and
six months.18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
produced its fruit.

Matthew 14:28-29 - 28And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You,
command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter
had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.

Hebrews 11 mentions many other people who also dared to pray bold, impossible
prayers!

I believe that the Lord wants to elevate the level of our prayers! Don’t be shy to pray
impossible prayers and elevate your expectation!

4. Raise your expectations

Naturally speaking it is an impossible expectation to see the sunrise at midnight.
However, that is what they prayed. Sounds incredible that they would have prayed in
that way. However, their prayer revealed a level of expectation that is rare in our
prayers.

What do you expect when you pray?

Mark 11:12-13 - 22 Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was
hungry. 13 And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps
He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for
it was not the season for figs.

Jesus came with an impossible expectation. It was not the season for figs. He knew
that. However, He used that situation to teach His disciples about what we can expect
when we step out in faith.

Verse 24: Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe
that you receive them, and you will have them.

We should pray with expectation.

Not only we can pray beyond the ‘possible’, but we can expect beyond the ‘possible’. In
fact, our expectations, our words, our whole posture as believers in Jesus, should be
different from that of the world. We should be people of unusual expectations!

Anyone can expect the worse, anyone can expect the possible, anyone can
look at the odds and expect accordingly. However, God is calling us to be
a people with higher expectations.



After the storm we read about in our opening text, Paul arrives safely in Malta.
However, as he is trying to make a fire, a snake bites him. Everybody expected Paul to
die. He didn’t. He shook it into the fire and lived!

Acts 28:5-6 - 5But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no
harm. ¢ However, they were expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall
down dead. But after they had looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him,
they changed their minds and said that he was a god.

As believers in Christ, we are called to expect differently.

Conclusion
Sometimes impossible situations require impossible prayers
An impossible prayer is not impossible for God to answer

The Bible records many impossible prayers
Raise your expectations!
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