Sermon notes 27t October 2019

Who are you, Lord?
Part 3

Acts 9:5 records these words. They are words spoken by Saul - a man who had a grace
collision with Jesus. He was an educated, religious person who had been around
religion all of his life. However, when in the presence of God, acknowledged that He
didn’t know who He was: “Who are you, Lord?”

What an encounter that was. God opened his eyes to a revelation of Himself.

Philippians 3:4-8,10 - 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone
else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: % circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews;
concerning the law,a Pharisee; ¢concerning zeal, persecuting the church;
concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were
gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things
loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

Paul acknowledged in this statement the power of knowing God. He considered that
of greater value than anything else in his life.

Who are you, Lord?

Who is God? - that is no small question! Like we saw last week, eternal life depends
on it:

John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

This is the one question we cannot afford to simply ‘have an opinion’ on. This is the
one question we need to absolutely and definitely get right!

J.I. Packer, a famous theologian who studied under C.S. Lewis wrote,

“The world becomes a strange, mad, painful place, and life in it a disappointing and
unpleasant business, for those who do not know about God. Disregard the study of
God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life blindfolded, as it
were, with no sense of direction and understanding of what surrounds you. This way
you can waste your life and lose your soul”

The unknown God

After Paul’s great encounter described in Acts 9 and Philippians 3, we find him, some
13 years later, sharing the knowledge of God in Athens with people who already had
plenty of ‘gods’ in their lives and who, as far as knowledge is concerned thought they



possessed a lot of knowledge. Athens was for many centuries the cultural and
intellectual epicentre of the known world.

Acts 17:22-31
Verse 23 - 23for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your

worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:

a) People can be religious and even worship... yet without knowing God.

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman in John 4:22a: “you worship what you don’t
know”

b) As verse 27 says, God wants every person to “grope for Him and find Him”.

Unfortunately, there are so many for whom God is still “the unknown God,” distant
and often misunderstood.

Can God be unknown to some, even within the house of God?
As extreme as that may seem, it is possible:

Galatians 4:8-9 - 8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those
which by nature are not gods. 2 But now after you have known God, or rather are
known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to
which you desire again to be in bondage?

“Now that you have known God, or rather are known by God” — It seems like Paul
had to rephrase the statement about whether they knew God or not. He is not so sure
about where the Galatians stand now because they were turning back from the
authentic knowledge of God to the bondage of man-made religion.

V.11 - I am afraid for you, lest I have laboured for you in vain.
V.20 - I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I
have doubts about you.

Where do I start to know God?
Paul wrote a whole book to the Galatians so they would know who God really is.

The wonderful thing about living at the time we live and having access to a whole Bible
is that we can know God. With a little bit of diligence, we can access that kind of
knowledge!

Proverbs 2:1-5 - My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands
within you, 2so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to
understanding; 3yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for
understanding,? If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures;
5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.




The Word of God is where you start. The Word is the absolute standard to know who
He is. Let me share with you three important thoughts:

1. You can’t make your own independent version of God and think
you will get it right.

As Ps Alexandra share last week, the Israelites also tried their own version of God and
did not get it right:

Exodus 32:8 - They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded
them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to
it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!”

2. You can’t make your own rules about God and think that God will
abide by them.

He is God. He sets the rules. It is His word. When you stand before Him, either now
or in eternity it will never be on the basis of rules you created or an opinion you have,

but according to His word.

The Galatians wanted to turn to man-made rules - which revealed that they still didn’t
know God. That is why Paul told them:

Galatians 5:1 — Standfast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

3. You can’t define God by human standards

The Greeks to whom Paul preached believed that the divine carried the image of man.
That is why all their ‘gods’ were represented in human form.

Protagoras, one of their ancient philosophers stated that “man is the measure of all
things”.

Another one of their philosophers Xenophanes said that “men created gods in their
own image’.

Here’s what God says about that:

Psalm 50:21a - These things you have done, and I kept silent; you thought that I
was altogether like you; ...

God is not like us. He can’t be defined by human standards.
Conclusion
We will look at all of this in great detail next week. Let us conclude today by saying

that our starting point to know God, is and our ultimate reference for knowing Him, is
His word.



Let us go on this journey of deepening our understanding of God so that the world
doesn’t become as J.I. Packer said, “a strange, mad, painful place, and life in it a
disappointing and unpleasant business”.

The more we know God, the more we understand how to live the abundant life He
promised us.



