Sermon notes 29/09/2019

Soul Expedition
Opening text: Acts 14:1,3; 8-11, 14-17

Introduction: We are accustomed to celebrating the achievements of people who have
done solo expeditions to previously unexplored places in the world, or places like the
North Pole or Antarctica. In the early 1900’s, the solo expeditions of David Livingstone
into the heart of Africa became legendary. Burke and Wills were great Australian
explorers as was Batman. Sir Edmund Hillary from New Zealand was the first man to
summit Everest. We celebrate their achievements as explorers and expeditioners.

God also sent Jesus to the Earth, on a solo expedition - to save men. His “solo” expedition
was, in fact, a “soul” expedition. He came for the SOULS of men, to seek and save the lost.

When we read the book of Acts, we see clearly how the early church embraced this same
adventurous assignment: to be a people on an expedition to the ends of the earth, to find
souls. They were not inward-focused nor timid but understood that the mandate of the
church was to be a witness of Jesus to the world.

In our opening text today, we find Paul visiting cities within the Roman province of
Galatia and witnessing about Jesus. It is an expedition to reach areas and people never
before touched by the gospel. It is an expedition for souls.

The purpose of this message today is to invite vou to be an adventurous believer, to be

someone who dares to step out, to be a witness of Jesus - to embark on an expedition for

souls.

In this text, we find Paul in Iconium (verse1l) - this word comes from Greek eikon. In
English we have the word ‘icon’. The Greeks carried little icons, little images of their
gods. They could show them and say, this is my god.

Witnessing is showing people our God - not in a painted image or a statue, but as He is:
a God who is alive and powerful.

In fact, God Himself is into witnessing!

1. God Himself is into witnessing

V.15-17 - 5and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the
same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the
living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 16 who
in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless He did
not leave Himself without witness ...

He did not leave Himself without witness - We often talk about being witnesses but in
fact that is what God does all the time: He witnesses! The Trinity (Father, Son and Holy
Spirit) witnesses of Jesus.



The Father
John 5:32, 37

32 - There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He
witnesses of Me is true.

37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His
voice at any time, nor seen His form.

The Son

John 8:18 -  am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness
of Me.”
The Holy Spirit

1 John 5:8-12 - 8 And there are three that bear witness on earth: The Spirit, the water, and
the blood; and these three agree as one. ? If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God
is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. 19 He who believes
in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a
liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 11 And this is
the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

2. 3 ways God witnesses to people

a) Signs and wonders

Acts 14:3 - Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was

bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their
handes.

Hebrews 2:3-4 - 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,* God also

bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit, according to His own will?

b) Through the work of creation

Acts 14:15 - ... “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same
nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living
God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them

Romans 1:20 - For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that
they are without excuse

c) Through acts of His goodness



Acts 14:17 - Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did
good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and
gladness.

e Hedid good!

Acts 10:38 - 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him.

Mark 7:37 - And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things
well. He makes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

e Heis good to all, even those who do not know Him

Matthew 5:45 - that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise
on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Psalms 145:6-9 - Menshall speak of the might of Your awesome acts,
And I will declare Your greatness. 7 They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness and
shall sing of Your righteousness. 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger
and great in mercy.? The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.

Luke 6:35 - ... He is kind to the unthankful and evil.
It is the goodness of God that leads us to repentance!
Conclusion

2000 years ago, Jesus came on a soul expedition. He made such a powerful investment in
the salvation of mankind. Before He ascended to the Father, He commissioned us, His
people, to go and be His witnesses.

As I mentioned before, the purpose of this message today is to encourage you to be an
adventurous believer, to be someone who dares to step out, to be a witness of Jesus - to
embark on a soul expedition.

Heaven will celebrate every soul explorer - even more than we celebrate the
achievements of people like Livingstone or Sir Edmund Hillary. This is an investment with
the highest of returns: eternal rewards and many names added to the Book of Life!

“Heaven is too real, hell is too hot; eternity is too long and time is too short for us to
play church in this hour” - John Osteen



