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Sermon notes – 21 July 2019 

 
Hearing God – Part 7 

What becomes of your dreams? 
 
Opening Text: Genesis 37:5-11 
 
Introduction: In the third message of this series, we spoke about the fact that God 
can speak to us through dreams and visions. 
 
Dreams are powerful: Joseph’s dream impacted not only his life but Israel for 430 
years. Dreams often carry the blueprint of God’s intended future and purpose for us. 
Dreams are used by God to expand our lives on the inside. 
 
When we dream, God touches our imagination to expand it beyond the level of our 
experience. God awakens creativity in us. When we dream, we fall pregnant with a 
purpose that stretches us. God gives us dreams because we can only receive what we 
can conceive.  
 
Let us now read verses 18-20: 
 
18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired 
against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, “Look, this dreamer is 
coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we 
shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his 
dreams!” 
 
The devil is a dream-killer. We shall see what becomes of his dreams!  
 

What becomes of our dreams? 
 
Often what becomes of a dream or a word we receive from God, has a lot to do with the 
way we navigate through the obstacles the enemy will bring and the adversities we will 
face along the way. 
 
The fulfillment of a dream, a promise or a prophetic word we received, depends a lot 
on how we will respond to 

#1 – the contrast of reality  
#2 – those around us who don’t necessarily rejoice or believe in the same dream 
#3 – the challenge of time (for instance when there seems to be delay)  

 
1. The contrast of reality  

 
V.9b - “The sun, the moon, and the eleven starts, bowed down to me”  
 
Joseph had a dream that contrasted in absolute with his reality. His brothers hated 
him, tried to kill him and, when that didn’t work, they sold him to Midianite traders.  
 
Sometimes reality doesn’t look anything like your God-given dream. The contrast of 
our circumstances can be discouraging.   
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So often we quit on our dreams or we quit believing the Word He gave us because of 
our perceived contrast between the promise and reality. 
 
If we want to stand on our dream, we cannot quit, and we cannot fall into unbelief. We 
need to respond in faith and stay expectant. 
 

2. Others 
 
At times, opposition to our dreams, not only comes from circumstances but also from 
people. We need to know how to respond well to the challenge of people. 
 
Joseph’s own brothers, those closest to him, tried to kill his dream. In fact, they tried 
to kill him, the dreamer. His own brothers became his enemies.  
 
Jesus knows all about that: Jesus’ own brothers didn’t believe Him, His home town 
rejected Him, one of His closest disciples betrayed Him, and in the end, the people He 
came to save, crucified Him. Jesus responded to all of that by saying “Father forgive 
them. They know not what they are doing” … 
 

a) Like Jesus, Joseph rose to this challenge with flying colours: he never 
harboured unforgiveness towards his brothers. The story of Joseph is one of the 
most beautiful stories of forgiveness in the Old Testament.  

 
He could have become revengeful, but he understood the plan of God and later on 
extended mercy to his family. 
 

b) This story also shows us that we never need to envy other people’s dreams: there 
is enough blessing to go around! 

 
In fact, we should become facilitators of other people’s dreams: 
 

• In Genesis 40, we see Joseph in the prison interpreting the dreams of the 
Pharaoh’s butler and also those of the baker, even though his own dream hadn’t 
come to pass yet.   

 
(Genesis 40:5-9, 16-18) 
 
Genesis 40:23 - Yet chief butler did not remember Joseph but forgot him. 

 
• In Genesis 41 Joseph also worked on Pharaoh’s dreams – again while his 

own dream was still unfulfilled. 
 

(Genesis 41:15-16, 37-38) 
 
You know what? When we work on other people’s dreams, God also works on ours, 
often behind the scenes, making sure that they will come to pass. Get involved with 
other people’s dreams. As you make it happen for others, God will make it happen for 
you! 
 

c) This story also shows us that if we forgive, God will help us forget, and He will 
bless us in the process. 
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Genesis 41:51-52 –. 51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: “For 
God has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.” 52 And the name of the 
second he called Ephraim: “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction.” 
 

3. Delay 
 
Joseph faced yet another challenge that worked against his dream: delay. We need to 
learn what to do in those winter seasons when spring seems like a long way. 
 
It took Joseph 13-15 years for his dream to materialise. 
 

• Abram waited 25 years for the child of his promise 
• Moses tended sheep for 40 years in the desert before leading Israel out of Egypt 
• Paul, after the vision in the road to Damascus waited some 10 years before 

preaching and travelling. 
 
We need to learn how to respond well to the contrast of reality, the opposition of others 
and the challenge of time. 
 
When our dreams seem delayed, “be imitators of those who trough faith and patience 
inherit the promises” - Hebrews 6:12 
 
Habakkuk 2:3 - For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will 
speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry. 
 
The Lord gave us a promise of acceleration for 2019. If we are experiencing delay, it is 
time to believe that delay is over and the dream is coming to pass. 
 

Conclusion 
 
What becomes of dreams? - Joseph stood on his dream! 
 
Genesis 45:1-2, 5,7, 20.  
 
Genesis 47:5-6, 11. 
 
 
 


