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Soteriology  
Doctrine of Salvation 
This is probably the grandest of all doctrines - studies - as it virtually encompasses all of God’s 
work and glory that He has prepared, is doing and will do for mankind - all those who are 
prepared to turn to Him - rescuing them from their lost state, being dead in sin, to enter into and 
receive the inheritance of eternal life.


Salvation is God’s gracious and unmerited favour worked on behalf of all men through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is not a work of man towards God to please or appease Him, but solely a work 
initiated and carried out by a merciful and loving God and His Son Jesus Christ.


Ephesians 2:8-9 (Passion Translation NT)  
For it was only through this wonderful grace that we believed in him. Nothing 
we did could ever earn this salvation, for it was the gracious gift from God that 
brought us to Christ! 9 So no one will ever be able to boast, for salvation is 
never a reward for good works or human striving. 

1. Reckless love 

The first thing that we see is the great love God has for us; to make, reveal and offer salvation to 
us as a free gift of His extravagant grace.


John 3:16  
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

Ephesians 1:7 (Passion Translation NT) 
Since we are now joined to Christ, we have been given the treasures of 
redemption by his blood—the total cancellation of our sins—all because of the 
cascading riches of his grace. 

Ephesians 2:4-5 (Passion Translation NT)  
But God still loved us with such great love. He is so rich in compassion and 
mercy. 5 Even when we were dead and doomed in our many sins, he united us 
into the very life of Christ and saved us by his wonderful grace! 

2. It covers all 

Psalms 145:3 (Passion Translation NT) 
Lord, you are great and worthy of the highest praise! For there is no end to the 
discovery of the greatness that surrounds you. 

The study of salvation is most exciting and vast encompassing at the least, redemption, 
reconciliation, propitiation, repentance, faith, forgiveness, justification, sanctification, regeneration, 
adoption, inheritance and glorification. 
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Ephesians 1:3 (Passion Translation NT) 
Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm has already been lavished upon 
us as a love gift from our wonderful heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus—all because he sees us wrapped into Christ. This is why we celebrate him 
with all our hearts! 

2 Peter 1:3-4 (Passion Translation NT)  
Everything we could ever need for life and complete devotion to God has 
already been deposited in us by his divine power. For all this was lavished 
upon us through the rich experience of knowing him who has called us by 
name and invited us to come to him through a glorious manifestation of his 
goodness. 4 As a result of this, he has given you magnificent promises that are 
beyond all price, so that through the power of these tremendous promises you 
can experience partnership with the divine nature, by which you have escaped 
the corrupt desires that are of the world. 

3. Jesus - one way 

Jesus Christ is at the centre of everything that pertains to Salvation.

Acts 4:12  
And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven 
that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” 

(Passion Translation NT) i 4:12  
The Aramaic is “We must experience the Life Giver” or “We must receive 
the covenant of life.” 

✴ Peter’s first sermon

Acts 2:21  
‘And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

✴ Paul’s missional statement

Romans 10:13  
for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

The LORD JESUS CHRIST 

✦ Jesus means saviour. 


Translated from the Hebrew “Yēshū’a” Jehovah is salvation 


✦ 	 Jehovah; the covenant Name of God


✦ Covenant


The God of our salvation who binds Himself to us with a covenant sealed by blood. The new 
covenant sealed with the blood of Jesus.


Jesus prophecies His final act of obedience and triumph; the shedding of His blood and laying 
down His life to seal the new covenant, that guarantees are complete and full salvation.


�2



Robin J Johnson   February 2019  Soteriology - The Doctrine of Salvation

Matthew 26:26-29 (Passion Translation NT)  
As they ate, Jesus took the bread and blessed it and broke it and gave it to his 
disciples. He said to them, “This is my body. Eat it.” 27 Then taking the cup of 
wine and giving praises to the Father, he entered into covenant with them, 
saying, “This is my blood. Each of you must drink it in fulfillment of the 
covenant. 28 For this is the blood that seals the new covenant. It will be poured 
out for many for the complete forgiveness of sins. 29 

✦ Worship the God of our salvation.


The cross is not the centre of our worship - Jesus is. A symbol that became popular from around 
the 2nd to 4th century AD and regained popularity during the 1970s.


The Greek word for fish (ICHTUS), works as an acrostic for  
I = Jesus,  
C = Christ,  
TH = God's,  
U = Son,  
S = Savior 

✴ Special note:	 Why are the above comments important? 

	 	 	 Because it goes to the very heart of Christian belief and practice. 

	 	 	 We should not, must not, worship anything else, no inanimate object or any 	
	 	 	 practice, only worship the one true, living and eternal God Himself. 


Eternal life (salvation) is undeniably linked with an intimate relationship with God and His Son 
Jesus Christ.


John 17:3 (Passion Translation NT) 
Eternal life means to know and experience you as the only true God, and to 
know and experience Jesus Christ, as the Son whom you have sent. 

As important as the cross is in what it represents in the death of Jesus Christ, it is not our 
destination, the Father’s house is the destination and our access is provided by the death burial 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.


John 14:6  
Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4  
Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are 
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saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed 
in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and 
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

4. Was, is and will be 

Salvation is viewed as in the past, present and future tense.


★ We have been saved

2 Timothy 1:9 (Amplified Bible - AMP) 
for He delivered us and saved us and called us with a holy calling [a calling 
that leads to a consecrated life—a life set apart—a life of purpose], not because 
of our works [or because of any personal merit—we could do nothing to earn 
this], but because of His own purpose and grace [His amazing, undeserved 
favor] which was granted to us in Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal 
ages ago], 

★ We are being saved

2 Corinthians 3:18  
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit. 

★ We will be saved

1 Peter 1:5 (Passion Translation NT) 
Through our faith, the mighty power of God constantly guards us until our full 
salvation is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (Passion Translation NT)  
Now, may the God of peace and harmony set you apart, making you 
completely holy. And may your entire being—spirit, soul, and body—be kept 
completely flawless in the appearing of our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One. 24 
The one who calls you by name is trustworthy and will thoroughly complete his 
work in you. 

5. Why do we need salvation? 

✴ Sin


God is Holy and therefore if He was to tolerate sin His own holiness would be brought into 
question and He no longer would be Holy. Therefore God initiated and instituted a plan to rescue 
man from his sin.


Revelation 4:8  
And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of 
eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to 
come.” 
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	 i.	 Orignal sin

Genesis 2:16-17  
The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you 
may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 

	 ii.	 Imputed sin

Romans 5:12  
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

Psalms 51:5 (Passion Translation NT) 
Lord, I have been a sinner from birth, from the moment my mother conceived 
me. 

	 iii.	 Personal sin

Romans 3:23  
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

	 iv.	 Death through sin

Romans 6:23  
For the wages of sin is death,… 

Ephesians 2:1-3  
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

	 v.	 Sin has separated us from the Lord

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your 
God, 
And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear. 

6. The total work of salvation  

✴ The work of salvation is God providing totally and completely for mankind in Christ


Colossians 2:9-10 (Passion Translation NT) 
For he is the complete fullness of deity living in human form. 10 And our own 
completeness is now found in him. We are completely filled with God as 
Christ’s fullness overflows within us. He is the Head of every kingdom and 
authority in the universe! 

Psalms 103:12 As far as the east is from the west,  
So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 

If you were to mark a spot on the earth and then begin to travel west around the 
world you would eventually return to the mark you made and you would still be travelling 
west. 
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Colossians 2:13-15  
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of 
decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and 
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him 

Acts 3:19  
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 

“cancelled” - “wiped away” 

(Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary) exaleipho (ἐξαλείφω, 1813), from 
ek, “out,” used intensively, and aleipho, “to wipe,” signifies “to wash, or to 
smear completely.” Hence, metaphorically, in the sense of removal, “to 
wipe away, wipe off, obliterate”; Acts 3:19, of sins; Col. 2:14, 

7. It is a finished work 

The price for our salvation has been paid in full, once and for all. One fact that seemingly many 
believers struggle with. There is nothing more that anyone can or should do to account for their 
sin other than a surrender to Jesus and by faith accepting His complete and final work which He 
brought about by His death and resurrection.


Romans 10:9-11 (Passion Translation NT)  
And what is God’s “living message”? It is the revelation of faith for salvation, 
which is the message that we preach. For if you publicly declare with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will experience salvation. 10 The heart that believes in him receives 
the gift of the righteousness of God—and then the mouth gives thanks to 
salvation. 11 For the Scriptures encourage us with these words: 
“Everyone who believes in him will never be disappointed.” 

Colossians 2:14  
Having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to 
the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a 
public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him 

THE CHARGES AGAINST US   
In ancient times, if you stole someone’s property you would be charged and the 

handwriting of the charges would be written describing your crime and who you 
offended.  

The punishment and all of this would be written on a sheet and then attached to 
the door post of your cell. If you committed many crimes one sheet would be given for 
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each crime. The record of charges would show on them the amount of time you were to 
serve; how many offences, days, months and/or years. 

Upon completion of your sentence the record of charges would be removed from 
the door post of your cell.  

GET THIS ! Then three words would be written across the face of the record. 
Those words were written in a different colour ink (most often red) so distinction could 
be seen between the original charge and punishment and the words showing the debt 
was paid. You would carry this with you, for there may come an occasion when the 
offended party or those that knew of the crime may contest your freedom. Showing the 
record with the three necessary words written across it, would show your debt was paid 
and it would justify your liberty. Those words are the same words, the last words that 
Jesus spoke just before He died. 

“...IT IS FINISHED.”  

John 19:30  
Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And 
He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

1 Peter 3:18 (Passion Translation NT) 
Christ suffered and died for sins once and for all—the innocent for the guilty —to 
bring you near to God by his body being put to death and by being raised to 
life by the Spirit. 

✴ Salvation is not just the forgiveness of sin, but also the freedom from the power of sin.


Romans 5:10 (Passion Translation NT) 
So if while we were still enemies, God fully reconciled us to himself through the 
death of his Son, then something greater than friendship is ours. Now that we 
are at peace with God, and because we share in his resurrection life, how 
much more we will be rescued from sin’s dominion! 

Colossians 1:13-14 (Passion Translation NT)  
He has rescued us completely from the tyrannical rule of darkness and has 
translated us into the kingdom realm of his beloved Son. 14 For in the Son all 
our sins are canceled and we have the release of redemption through his very 
blood. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 (Passion Translation NT)  
Since all his “children” have flesh and blood, so Jesus became human to fully 
identify with us. He did this, so that he could experience death and annihilate 
the effects of the intimidating accuser who holds against us the power of death. 
15 By embracing death Jesus sets free those who live their entire lives in 
bondage to the tormenting dread of death. 
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1 John 3:8 (Passion Translation NT) 
But the one who indulges in a sinful life is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God was revealed was 
to undo and destroy the works of the devil. 

8. Vast and splendid 

Psalms 145:5  
On the glorious splendor of Your majesty 
And on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. 

As stated earlier, the vastness of our topic covers a wide range of other important topics, which 
every believer needs to have an understanding of and appreciation for. Because the study of each 
of the following is also vast, at this juncture we will simply restrict ourselves to a simple definition 
of each. However, the student is encouraged to delve deeper into these great doctrines of faith 
and belief.


2 Timothy 2:15  
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 

As you will discover each speaks in harmony with one another and not one is more important than 
the other, their partnership is vital, an integral part of each other, combining together to help us 
see, understand and experience in all its fullness the great and glorious salvation of our God.


Isaiah 52:10  
The Lord has bared His holy arm 
In the sight of all the nations, 
That all the ends of the earth may see 
The salvation of our God. 

i. Redemption  
The lost need to be redeemed, someone has to pay the price that must buy, pay a ransom, 
purchase that, which was previously lost and/or owned by another. Used in the sense to buy the 
freedom of a slave. We who were slaves to sin were redeemed, purchased - the ransom was fully 
paid - by the Redeemer, Jesus Christ.


1 Peter 1:18 (Passion Translation NT) 
For you know that your lives were ransomed once and for all from the empty 
and futile way of life handed down from generation to generation. It was not a 
ransom payment of silver and gold, which eventually perishes, 

One of the great truths of scripture, and mysteries, is that we have been purchased, and as the 
scripture says we are no longer our own, yet God in His infinite wisdom and love still allows us 
free will.


1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (Passion Translation NT)  
Have you forgotten that your body is now the sacred temple of the Spirit of 
Holiness, who lives in you? You don’t belong to yourself any longer, for the gift 
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of God, the Holy Spirit, lives inside your sanctuary. 20 You were God’s 
expensive purchase, paid for with tears of blood, so by all means, then, use 
your body to bring glory to God! 

Titus 2:11-14 (Passion Translation NT)  
God’s marvelous grace has manifested in person, bringing salvation for 
everyone. 12 This same grace teaches us how to live each day as we turn our 
backs on ungodliness and indulgent lifestyles, and it equips us to live self-
controlled, upright, godly lives in this present age. 13 For we continue to look 
forward to the joyful fulfillment of our hope in the dawning splendor of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus, the Anointed One. 14 He sacrificed 
himself for us that he might purchase our freedom from every lawless deed and 
to purify for himself a people who are his very own, passionate to do what is 
beautiful in his eyes. 

ii. Reconciliation  
This is the bringing together two parties that have been estranged and separated from one 
another by an impenetrable barrier. 


2 Corinthians 5:18 (Passion Translation NT) 
And God has made all things new, and reconciled us to himself, and given us 
the ministry of reconciling others to God. 

From enmity to friendship the gracious and compassionate work of God to reconcile us to Himself 
and He to us. Reconciliation is the two estranged and seperate parties returning and becoming 
one. It is one of the great wonders of our salvation.


Romans 5:9-11 (Passion Translation NT) And there is still much more to say of 
his unfailing love for us! For through the blood of Jesus we have heard the 
powerful declaration, “You are now righteous in my sight.” And because of the 
sacrifice of Jesus, you will never experience the wrath of God. 10 So if while 
we were still enemies, God fully reconciled us to himself through the death of 
his Son, then something greater than friendship is ours. Now that we are at 
peace with God, and because we share in his resurrection life, how much more 
we will be rescued from sin’s dominion! 
11 And even more than that, we overflow with triumphant joy in our new 
relationship of living in harmony with God—all because of Jesus Christ! 

iii. Propitiation   
The means by which God’s holiness is appeased and His justice is satisfied. Sin is covered and 
remitted. The mercy of God is shown to the sinner through Christ’s sacrificial death, thus making 
the way for sinful man to come into the presence of a holy God.


1 John 2:1-2  
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And 
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for those of the whole world. 
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1 John 4:10 (Passion Translation NT) 
This is love: He loved us long before we loved him. It was his love, not ours. He 
proved it by sending his Son to be the pleasing sacrificial offering to take away 
our sins. 

iv. Repentance  
An act of changing ones mind, which results in a change of direction and behaviour. Repentance 
is a prerequisite to receiving forgiveness. The amplification of repentance is found in the meaning 
of the Greek for forgiveness, the power that is instantiated to set the sinner (prisoner) free. (See 
below vi) 

Luke 24:47 (Passion Translation NT) 
Now you must go into all the nations and preach repentance and forgiveness 
of sins so that they will turn to me. Start right here in Jerusalem. 

Acts 2:38  
Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Acts 3:19  
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 

★ Repentance is more than just a change of mind - It is turing away from sin and turning back to 
God 


Acts 20:21  
Solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

v. Faith  
I am persuaded! Faith is firm a persuasion, a deep conviction of what one believes is true. It is an 
essential element to please God and receive all the promises, which He has made available 
through salvation.


Hebrews 11:1 (Passion Translation NT) 
Now faith brings our hopes into reality and becomes the foundation needed to 
acquire the things we long for. It is all the evidence required to prove what is 
still unseen. 

Hebrews 11:6 (Passion Translation NT) 
And without faith living within us it would be impossible to please God. For we 
come to God in faith knowing that he is real and that he rewards the faith of 
those who give all their passion and strength into seeking him. 

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
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It is putting our faith in Christ knowing what He promised, He will do, forgive our sins.


“Faith in Christ is not faith in Him as a good man, neither is Christianity 
trying to do what Christ taught. Faith is trust in the Son of God Who has 
power to save us and make us partaker of His own life and holiness.” 
Orson R Palmer - Deliverance from the Penalty and Power of Sin - page 12 
© 1912 The Bible Institute Colportage Association of Chicago. 

Galatians 3:11 (Passion Translation NT) 
For the Scriptures reveal, and it is obvious, that no one achieves the 
righteousness of God by attempting to keep the law, for it is written: 
“Those who have been made holy will live by faith!” 

vi. Forgiveness 
The forgiving of a debt, the cancelation and removal of any debt that has been recorded against 
us, but with the implication of much more. An investigation of the Greek word - aphesis - used 
throughout the NT, meaning a release from bondage, imprisonment etc, is a great study to 
undertake, which shows the extent of the freedom Christ has purchased for us. 


Luke 24:47 (Passion Translation NT) 
Now you must go into all the nations and preach repentance and forgiveness 
of sins so that they will turn to me. Start right here in Jerusalem. 

Jesus uses the same Greek word - aphesis - at the beginning of His public ministry.


Luke 4:18 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon ME… ….HE has sent ME to proclaim release to 
the captives,… 

vii. Justification 
Declares one innocent as if there had been no previous debt recored against us. It has been 
defined as, 


“Just as if I had never sinned.” 

However, scholars tell us that it is a simplification of the full meaning of justification.


Under the law we are all found guilty without the possibility of ever being justified. God the 
righteous judge took it on Himself to provide for us our justification in Christ. Man is not able to 
make himself righteous, all our attempts miss the mark.


Isaiah 64:6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, 
And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; 
And all of us wither like a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

It has been said that if we are able to understand Paul’s letter to the Romans it would help us 
comprehend the extent of salvation. The following passage gives us a glance of justification.
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Romans 3:21-26 (Passion Translation NT)  
But now, independently of the law, the righteousness of God is tangible and 
brought to light through Jesus, the Anointed One. This is the righteousness that 
the Scriptures prophesied would come. It is God’s righteousness made visible 
through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. And now all who believe in him receive 
that gift. For there is really no difference between us, 23 for we all have sinned 
and are in need of the glory of God. 24 Yet through his powerful declaration 
of acquittal, God freely gives away his righteousness. His gift of love and favor 
now cascades over us, all because Jesus, the Anointed One, has liberated us 
from the guilt, punishment, and power of sin! 
25 Jesus’ God-given destiny was to be the sacrifice to take away sins, and now 
he is our mercy seat because of his death on the cross. We come to him for 
mercy, for God has made a provision for us to be forgiven by faith in the 
sacred blood of Jesus. This is the perfect demonstration of God’s justice, 
because until now, he had been so patient—holding back his justice out of his 
tolerance for us. So he covered over the sins of those who lived prior to Jesus’ 
sacrifice. 26 And when the season of tolerance came to an end, there was only 
one possible way for God to give away his righteousness and still be true to 
both his justice and his mercy—to offer up his own Son. So now, because we 
stand on the faithfulness of Jesus, God declares us righteous in his eyes! 

viii. Sanctification 
The present and future work of the Holy Spirit setting us apart to live in holiness serving the Lord. 


1 Thessalonians 5:23  
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Over the years I have heard stories of people who have in a moment of time experienced a 
visitation of the Holy Spirit and be overcome with a sense for the need to be sanctified and as a 
result experience a fresh revelation of the need to live and walk in holiness, which leads to a 
change of life.


Each encounter with the HOLY Spirit should lead us to a place of sanctification.


1 Corinthians 6:11  
Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

Truth is a separating agent. It separates us from sin, the world and the devil.


John 17:17-19  
Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, 
I also have sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that 
they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 

ix. Regeneration  
Christ makes all things new.
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2 Corinthians 5:17  
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come. 

Though the term “regeneration” is only found a couple of times in the NT, it certainly is implied. It 
is part of the reconciling work of Christ.


Titus 3:5  
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by 
the Holy Spirit, 

Titus 3:6 (Passion Translation NT) He saved us, resurrecting us through the 
washing of rebirth. We are made completely new by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
splashed over us richly by Jesus, the Messiah, our Life Giver. 

The NIV also translates v5 

He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 

John 3:3  
Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

To help us understand this better I believe we need to consider the more accurate terminology, 
“born form above”, which is signified in the original text.


John 3:3 (Passion Translation NT) 
Jesus answered, “Nicodemus, listen to this eternal truth: Before a person can 
perceive God’s kingdom realm, they must first experience a rebirth.” 

The Greek word can be translated “born from above.” It is clear in the 
context that Nicodemus understood it as a rebirth. The Aramaic word is 
clearly “born from the origin.” The implication is that you must be born 
again like Adam was born by the direct breath of God. Nicodemus came 
seeking knowledge; Jesus offered him life.  (Passion Translation NT) 3:3 

John 3:7 (Passion Translation NT) 
“You shouldn’t be amazed by my statement, ‘You must be born from above!’ 

A common poetic form of Hebraic teaching is to use a play on words, which 
Jesus utilizes in this poetic masterpiece with multiple words containing 
dual meanings. The word reborn can also be translated “born from above.”  
(Passion Translation NT) 3:7 

1 Peter 1:3  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

x. Adoption 
We are added to the family God as if we had never been apart.
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Romans 8:15-16  
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of 
God 

Abba is not a Greek word, but an Aramaic word transliterated into Greek 
letters. Abba is the Aramaic word for “father.” It is also found in Mark 
14:36 and Gal. 4:6. Abba is also a word used for devotion, a term of 
endearment. This is why some have concluded that Abba could be 
translated as “Daddy” or “Papa.” It is hard to imagine a closer relationship 
to have with God than to call him “Abba, our Beloved Father.”  (Passion 
Translation NT) 8:15 

Galatians 4:4-7 (Passion Translation NT)  
But when that era came to an end and the time of fulfillment had come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the written law. 5 Yet all of this was 
so that he would redeem and set free all those held hostage to the written law 
so that we would receive our freedom and a full legal adoption as his children. 
6 And so that we would know for sure that we are his true children, God 
released the Spirit of Sonship into our hearts—moving us to cry out intimately, 
“My Father! You’re our true Father!” 
7 Now we’re no longer living like slaves under the law, but we enjoy being 
God’s very own sons and daughters! And because we’re his, we can access 
everything our Father has—for we are heirs of God through Jesus, the Messiah! 

xi. Inheritance 
We have an inheritance in this life and the next, one that is guaranteed and secure.


Ephesians 1:13-14  
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

1 Peter 1:4 (Passion Translation NT) 
We are reborn into a perfect inheritance that can never perish, never be 
defiled, and never diminish. It is promised and preserved forever in the 
heavenly realm for you! 

Colossians 1:12 (Passion Translation NT) 
Your hearts can soar with joyful gratitude when you think of how God made 
you worthy to receive the glorious inheritance freely given to us by living in the 
light. 

A prayer to open our hearts and minds to see the fulness of the glorious inheritance we are a part 
of.


Ephesians 1:18 (Passion Translation NT) 
I pray that the light of God will illuminate the eyes of your imagination, 
flooding you with light, until you experience the full revelation of the hope of 
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his calling —that is, the wealth of God’s glorious inheritances that he finds in us, 
his holy ones! 

xii. Glorification 
We have been called to live in His glory to walk as the glorious sones and daughters of the living 
God.


Romans 8:30 (Passion Translation NT) 
Having determined our destiny ahead of time, he called us to himself and 
transferred his perfect righteousness to everyone he called. And those who 
possess his perfect righteousness he co-glorified with his Son! 

John 17:22 (Passion Translation NT) 
For the very glory you have given to me I have given them so that they will be 
joined together as one and experience the same unity that we enjoy. 

It is important to note that the key to unity among believers is experiencing 
the glory of God that Jesus has imparted to us. As one with God through 
faith in Christ, he shares his glory with us, since we are not “another,” but 
have been made one with the triune God through the blood of Jesus.  
(Passion Translation NT) 17:22 

Now and forever 
Our Saviour, Redeemer and Lord - the incomparable Jesus Christ our living and eternal hope!


Hebrews 6:17-20 (Passion Translation NT)  
So in the same way, God wanted to end all doubt and confirm it even more 
forcefully to those who would inherit his promises. His purpose was 
unchangeable, so God added his vow to the promise. 18 So it is impossible for 
God to lie for we know that his promise and his vow will never change! 
And now we have run into his heart to hide ourselves in his faithfulness. This is 
where we find his strength and comfort, for he empowers us to seize what has 
already been established ahead of time—an unshakeable hope! 19 We have 
this certain hope like a strong, unbreakable anchor holding our souls to God 
himself. Our anchor of hope is fastened to the mercy seat which sits in the 
heavenly realm beyond the sacred threshold, 20 and where Jesus, our 
forerunner, has gone in before us. He is now and forever our royal Priest like 
Melchizedek. 

Finally  

Inexhaustible best describes our adventure, searching out the wonders of this grand, but short 
journey through this essential study of the Doctrine of Salvation. It feels like there is even much 
more to be said than what has already been discussed. Thus the enormity and wonder of our 
salvation.


I hope you are inspired to dig deeper, seek more and enter into all that our God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus Christ has lovingly and graciously supplied in full for you, both now and forever.


�15



Robin J Johnson   February 2019  Soteriology - The Doctrine of Salvation

2 Timothy 2:15 (Passion Translation NT) 
Always be eager to present yourself before God as a perfect and mature 
minister, without shame, as one who correctly explains the Word of Truth.� �  1616

To God be the glory!!! 

★ The last words - the apostles Peter and Paul


1 Peter 1:5 (Passion Translation NT) 
Through our faith, the mighty power of God constantly guards us until our full 
salvation is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Ephesians 3:7-8(Passion Translation NT) 
I have been made a messenger of this wonderful news by the gift of grace that 
works through me. Even though I am the least significant of all his holy 
believers, this grace-gift was imparted when the manifestation of his power 
came upon me. Grace alone empowers me so that I can boldly preach this 
wonderful message to non-Jewish people, sharing with them the unfading, 
inexhaustible riches of Christ, which are beyond comprehension.
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