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10/03/2019 
Living out loud 

 
I want to share with you today about ‘living out loud’ – living a life of bold prayers, 
about ‘upping the volume’ of your spiritual life. This is also a message about living your 
faith beyond containment and limitations. 
 
Opening Text: Luke 17:11-19 
 

12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were 
lepers, who stood afar off. 

 
This ‘welcome committee’ wasn’t made up of local dignitaries, or by the elders of the 
village. Jesus was met by people with the most desperate of needs: they were lepers, a 
group of individuals condemned to a slow, painful and horrific death. Jesus always 
made it the object of His ministry to come to all those who needed a physician, to 
anyone who acknowledged their need of Him. 
 
They stood afar off – Distance was a very real fact of their existence.  

 
Silent no more! 

 
13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

 
Physically touching Jesus was definitely out of the question, according to Levitical law. 
He was beyond their reach. However, they could still do one thing: They could shout! 
 
I have heard people say, ‘you don’t need to shout. God is not deaf’. Well, He is not 
nervous either. I can guarantee you that upping the volume of your prayer life does not 
violate any laws of God.  
 
Psalms 66:1 - Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! 
 
Sometimes you shout because, like the lepers, you are limited in your options and you 
desperately need the mercy of God.  Sometimes you shout because you’ve had enough, 
you’re fed up, you’re sick and tired of being sick and tired and, in the absence of any 
other resource, there still one thing you can do: you can shout! 
 
Sometimes you shout because of the realisation that what’s standing in front of you is 
infinitely bigger than your ability: you have a mountain in your way or you’ve ‘hit a 
wall’. 
 
Joshua 6:5 - 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s 
horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with 
a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up 
every man straight before him.” 

 
This message is not so much about the amount decibels you put in your prayer but 
about praying uncontained. The enemy would love to supress your prayer, diminish 
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the expression of your worship, keep it quiet and contained. There is power in the 
opposite! 

Quiet? No way! 
 
Luke 18: 35-42 - 35 Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain 
blind man sat by the road begging. 36 And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked 
what it meant. 37 So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he 
cried out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 Then those who went 
before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 40 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought 
to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, 41 saying, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” 42 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 

This blind man couldn’t see and there was a lot he couldn’t do, but he could shout! 
 
In Verse 39 they warned him to be quiet – they wanted to deny him the only thing he 
could do. 
 
The devil, not Jesus, wants us to be quiet. He would love to contain our prayer and put 
a lid on our relationship with God. 
 
39 Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out 

all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
He shouted even more!  We should never pray passive prayers. Great faith is expressed 
in powerful, fervent, often ‘loud’ prayers that avail much! 
 
Acts 4:23-24 - And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all 
that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they 
raised their voice to God with one accord … 
 
You can say to someone in labour, ‘push, push’, but can you say, ‘be quiet’? Sometimes 
praying is like travailing (Galatians 4:19 KJV) – you come to that place where you 
know that you need to press through vigorously. 
 

You’re loud in prayer, be loud in worship! 
 
Let us go back to our opening text: 
 
Luke 17:15-18 - 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and 
with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him 
thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten 
cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give 
glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your 
faith has made you well.” 

The Bible highlights the ‘loudness’ of his praise and falling on his face as a legitimate 
response to the goodness of God. His loud praise showed a level of gratitude the others 
didn’t have, it showed intensity and passion. 
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Luke 19:36-40 – 36 And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. 
37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works they had seen, 38 saying: “‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name 
of the Lord!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees 
called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But He answered 
and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would 
immediately cry out.” 

 
Jesus never rebuked anyone for being loud in their prayers or in their worship. It is 
the opposite. He commended them, He stopped for them and said that they had great 
faith. 
 
The Pharisees were uncomfortable with the loudness of the worship, not Jesus! 
 
The sound from heaven on the day of Pentecost was like a mighty rushing wind. The 
sound from heaven was loud! 
 
Revelation19:1 speaks of loud worship in heaven: 
 
After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honour and power belong to the Lord our God! 
 
Psalms 66:1 - Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! 
 

Conclusion 
 

Live your life loud for God! Reject the lids that the enemy wants to put on your prayers 
and your worship.  Live a life of bold prayers, ‘up the volume’ of your spiritual life. Live 
your faith beyond containment and limitations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


