24 of February 2019 - A Season of Acceleration - part 10
A Sound from Heaven

Opening text: Acts 2:1-7

1. Suddenly
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
God always executes His word - often suddenly, without warning, abruptly, swiftly,
and without delay. He does it in ways that are surprising, like a ‘thief in the night’,
unannounced and without asking permission!
Isaiah 48:3 - “T have declared the former things from the beginning; They went

forth from My mouth, and I caused them to hear it. Suddenly I did them, and they
came to pass.

The church was born out of a ‘suddenly’ of God. This ‘suddenly’ brought about (in a
dramatic way) a new breed of people, with power from on High, who turned the world
upside down for Jesus.

2. A sound from heaven

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting

a) Peter told the multitudes that witnessed this powerful manifestation, that this
sound and these tongues came exactly as prophesied in Joel 2: in the last days
T will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh.

That whole passage that Peter quoted starts with a ‘sound: Joel 2:1 -
Blow the trumpet in Zion and sound an alarm in My holy mountain!

Acts 2 is the sound of the alarm of heaven, invading like a tornado the place where they
were assembled. No one was able to escape the ‘decibels’ of heaven. The sound was
almost tangible like a mighty wind.

John 3:8 - The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot
tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Jesus was speaking of this wind coming upon the believer (the Holy Spirit). He said,
that the believer would hear it: ‘you hear the sound of it’

b) This was not to be a mere theological concept, suited only for the intellect, but
it was an experience:

e It was audible (sound from heaven),
e It was visible (they saw tongues as of fire)
e It was vocal (they spoke in languages they had never learned)



3. A ‘sound from heaven’in the Scriptures:

a) The first time a sound from heaven is mentioned in the Bible it came as
God’s voice, saying: ‘let there be light’ (Genesis 1:3)

Darkness had to depart at the sound of those words,

Darkness left, chaos became order and that same ‘sound from heaven’
assembled creation.

b) The second sound from heaven is found in Genesis 3:8 where it says that
Adam and Eve heard ‘the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day’. The sound of the Lord God!

How we need more of the sound of the Lord and less of the noise of this
world in our ears! We don’t need more of the world, we need more of heaven,
more of the Lord.

c¢) There are many other passages when a sound came from heaven to bring
victory against the enemies of God’s people:

We read in Joshua 6:10, 20 about God’s people shouting before the walls of
Jericho. However, it was not human sound that caused Jericho to come down it
was God, His sound! V.16 ... for the Lord has given you the city’.

1 Samuel 7:10 - Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But the Lord thundered with a loud
thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they were
overcome before Israel.

In 2 Samuel 5:23-24, we read that when David went to war against the
Philistines, he was instructed to wait for a sound in the top of the mulberry trees

23 Therefore David inquired of the Lord, and He said, “You shall not go up; circle
around behind them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees. 24 And
it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees,
then you shall advance quickly. For then the Lord will go out before you to strike
the camp of the Philistines.”

This was not a natural sound, it was a sound from heaven!

In Elisha’s day, the Syrians were made to hear a sound of chariots and horses, the
noise of a great army, which caused them to flee in confusion.

2 Kings 7:6 - ¢ For the Lord had caused the army of the Syrians to hear the noise
of chariots and the noise of horses—the noise of a great army; so they said to one
another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and
the kings of the Egyptians to attack us!”

Again, this was not the sound of a human army. This was a sound from heaven!
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V.10 - So they went and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and told them,
saying, “We went to the Syrian camp, and surprisingly no one was there, not a
human sound—only horses and donkeys tied, and the tents intact.”

d) Finally, we also see the ‘sound of heaven’ in the garden of Gethsemane:

John 12:27-31 - 27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save
Me from this hour’? But for this purpose, I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will
glorify it again.” 29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 30 Jesus answered and
said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake.3! Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

Was it thunder, was it an angel? — It is interesting how the same sound meant different

things to different people. Our mind can’t always fully grasp the magnitude of what
God does. Ezequiel said that “His voice is like the sound of many waters” (Ezekiel
43:2).

Jesus explained that the sound they heard came because of them.

‘This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake. Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out’.

Once again, a sound from heaven meant victory over the enemy: ‘the ruler of this
world will be cast out”

God wants us to know what His sound means. God wants us to be in tune with His
voice, God wants us to know His voice, so we know what it is that He is saying to us.
Conclusion

We can say that God chose to start His church with a bang, a big bang — a sound so
powerful that filled the place where they were assembled and continues to fill the earth
2000 years later.

Romans 10:18 - ... “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to
the ends of the world

We want to be a church with the ‘sound of heaven’ in us!



