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Sunday 19th of August 2018 
 

To Be Continued… 
Part 3 

 
Introduction: The devil is out to discontinue your faith, to derail your destiny and 
pluck you away from what God has planned for your life. He will bring whatever 
trouble he can, to disconnect you from Jesus. On the other hand, God wants your life 
with Him ‘to be continued’. There are yet many things that God has for you, many 
more stories of faith, many more episodes of blessing and adventure in Him. 
 
Today, we are going to look at Timothy. He was a young leader of the early church, 
mentored by the apostle Paul and who became the pastor of one the most important 
churches of the time: the church of Ephesus.  
 
Paul had to write to Timothy 2 letters to encourage him to continue. He was facing the 
temptation to give up during a difficult time. 
 
1 Timothy 4:16 – “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for 
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you” 
 
2 Timothy 3:14 – “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and 
been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them.” 
 
Timothy had hit an impasse in his ministry. He was overwhelmed, probably in great 
fear and ready to give up. In fact, he was in tears over it: 
 
2 Timothy 1:14 - “greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears” … 
 
Ephesus was not an easy place. There were 
 

• Doctrinal errors (probably introduced by some of the church’s own elders) 
• Leadership problems 
• Problems of a practical nature 
• Spiritual pressure (Ephesians 6, 1 Cor. 16:9 – many adversaries, 1 Cor. 15:32 - 

… “in the manner of men, I have fought with beasts in Ephesus”) 
• Persecution – the letters to Timothy were written around the year 67 – two 

years after Nero set Rome on fire in the peak of his madness.  He blamed the 
Christians and started persecuting them in Rome. By this time, the ripples of 
such persecution were reaching Ephesus also and the church pastored by 
Timothy starts to suffer. 

 
Paul himself is in prison in Rome for the second time and will be executed in the year 
14 of Nero’s reign. 
 
Let us see today how Paul dealt with Timothy and learn how to never give up and never 
discontinue our relationship with God.  
 

1. Paul reminded Timothy of all that he had  



 2 

 
When we experience trouble, it is easy to focus on what we don’t have but Paul reminds 
Timothy of all that he had: 
 

a) Prophecies (Divine direction over his life). 
 
1 Timothy 1:18 - This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the 
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the 
good warfare, 

 
b) Gifts  

 
1 Timothy 4:14 - Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to 
you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 
 

c) Genuine faith 
 
2 Timothy 1:5 - when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, 
which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am 
persuaded is in you also. 

 
d) Great teaching (he was well mentored and well equipped) 

 
2 Timothy 1:13 - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard 
from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-15 - But you must continue in the things which you have 
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have 
learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that 
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

We need to remind ourselves of what we have received from God, of all that is in us.  
That is the kind of mindset that will keep you going, that will help you continue. 
 
Philemon 1:16 - that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the 
acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 
 

2. Paul reminded Timothy to use what he had 
 
1 Timothy 4:14 - Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by 
prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 
 
2 Timothy 1:6 - Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 
 
Engage in the good fight of faith. Be a soldier. Don’t be passive but stand against the 
enemy! Use all the weapons you have in you. 
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3. Paul reminded Timothy to keep well what he had received. 
 
1 Timothy 6:20 AMPC - O Timothy, guard and keep the deposit entrusted [to you] 
 
2 Timothy 1:12-13 - 2 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am 
not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.13 Hold fast the pattern of sound 
words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

Proverbs 4:4 - He also taught me and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; 
Keep my commands, and live. 
 
2 Timothy 1:14-15 - That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in us. 15 This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away 
from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. 

Interestingly, in this letter, Paul mentions 6 people by name who lost what they had 
received and discontinued their relationship with God. In 1 Timothy 1:19 he says that 
they have suffered ‘shipwreck’ concerning the faith : Phygellus, Hermogenes, 
Hymenaeus, Philetus, Demas and Alexander.   
 
2 Timothy 4:7 - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. 
 
Our spiritual condition is often a result of not only what we have received but also of 
what we have been able to retain. Can we lose our salvation? Can we lose a gift from 
God? I am asked these questions all the time. Yes, we can lose anything we put 
no effort in retaining.   
 
Revelation 3:11 – “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 
one may take your crown” 
 

Conclusion: 
 

The enemy will tempt you to discontinue your relationship with God, but you be 
zealous… 
 

1. to acknowledge what you have received 
2. to use it (don’t be passive or neglectful) 
3. to guard it (zealously)  

 


