Fellowship — (1 John 1-7)

We love groups. We all desire to be part of a group with similar interests, goals, purpose. We
love hanging out with each other....

“No man is an island” expresses the idea that human beings do badly when isolated from
others and need to be part of a community in order to thrive.

We were not meant to live life on our own. We were created for fellowship and community
according to His image and likeness (Gen 1:26-27).

Heb 2:10a God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring many
children into glory....

Fellowship begins with God.

What does it mean to have fellowship with God? 1 John 1-7.

Fellowship is the Greek word koinonia, which speaks of sharing, communion, a common bond
and shared life. It carries the meaning of intimacy with your Maker

Acts 2:44 Now all who believed were together and had all things in common (And all the
believers met together in one place and shared everything they had — NLT). Those who have
fellowship (koinonia) with one another, share the same resources, bound by the same
responsibilities.

Ps 50:10-12 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills. | know all
the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field are Mine. “If | were hungry, | would
not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.

Fellowship with one another

(Spurgeon said) “When fellowship is the sweetest, your desire is the strongest that others may
have fellowship with you; and when, truly, your fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ, you earnestly wish that the whole Christian brotherhood may share the blessing
with you.”

We have the same story. That’s what binds us together.

Phil 1:3-7 We are all partakers of God’s grace

John 13:34-35 A new commandment | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.

The call of fellowship is a shared life amongst believers. Unless, we spend and invest time in
each it is nearly impossible to love one another.

1John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.



Walking in God’s light means walking in His truth. The verse says we truly enjoy koinonia when
we walk in the light as He is in the light.

Conclusion

1 John 1:4 That your joy may be full......

John 15:11 “These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your
joy may be full

The greatest joys in life come from loving relationships. We all desire such relationships.
Genuine fellowship / koinonia with God and other believers produces true and pure joy....

Application: As a church, Connect Groups represent an open door to the community. Our
mandate, it to invite friends and family to partake the same grace; to experience true and
fullness of joy as a result of fellowship with Jesus and the household of faith!



