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That nothing may be lost – part 2 
 
Opening Text: John 6:1-14 
 
Recap from last week: 
 

1. Jesus confronted Philip with a practical problem and asked him to solve it: 
there is a multitude coming and how are we going to feed them? 

 
Philip replied that even with 9 months of salary would not be sufficient so that each 
could have a little. 
 
“No sufficient” and “little” defines well our ability in the natural to deal with certain 
challenges of life.  
 

2. However, Jesus knew what to do (v.6 – “but this He said to test him because 
He Himself knew what He would do”). 

 
Jesus is never without a solution. He knows what to do – in every circumstance. 
 

3. The story of the multiplication of bread is such a testament to what Jesus can 
do.  

 
While what we can do is often insufficient and little, Jesus is revealed here as One who 
can do exceedingly, abundantly, above what we can ask or think. They all ate as much 
as they wanted and when they were filled there were still 12 baskets full of fragments: 
there was a surplus, an excess, an overflow that contrasted with the ‘not sufficient’ and 
‘little’ of Philip. 
 

4. Jesus told His disciples that nothing should be lost but gathered and taken. 
 
Jesus wants not only bread but this great story, not to be lost. He wants all of our 
testimonies and stories of His goodness not to be lost. 
 

The miracle Jesus did twice 
 

In the Gospel of Mark, the account of Jesus feeding 5000 is found in chapter 6 and 
then only a couple of chapter later, we find Jesus before another crowd of some 4000 
people who needed to be fed. 
 
Mark 8:4 - The disciples, faced with the same challenge, asked Jesus “How can one 
satisfy these people with bread here in the wilderness?” 
 
I think that these disciples had a serious memory problem – they suffered acute short-
term memory loss! 
 
This is one of those miracles Jesus did twice – “every word shall be confirmed by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses” – This is definitely a revelation He doesn’t want to 
be lost! He really wants to make sure we get it and we carry it. 
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Verse 8: 8 So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets of 
leftover fragments. 9 Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He 
sent them away, 
 
Look with me now to verses 13-21 
 
13 And He left them, and getting into the boat again, departed to the other side. 14 Now 
the disciples had forgotten to take bread, and they did not have more than one loaf 
with them in the boat. 15 Then He charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 16 And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, “It is because we have no bread.” 17 But Jesus, being aware 
of it, said to them, “Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet 
perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? 18 Having eyes, do you not 
see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke 
the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments did you take 
up?” They said to Him, “Twelve.” 20 “Also, when I broke the seven for the four 
thousand, how many large baskets full of fragments did you take up?” And they said, 
“Seven.” 21 So He said to them, “How is it you do not understand? 

The Jesus Who provided for 5000 and 4000, couldn’t provide for 12? 
 
It wasn’t just bread that they didn’t carry with them into the boat: 
 

1. They didn’t carry the revelation of a Jesus who provides lavishly.  
 
They also failed to apply that revelation to their lives. Probably they thought, ‘well this 
only happens in evangelistic meetings’ or ‘to others’. However, every miracle of Jesus 
has a personal application and is to be carried into our lives. 

 
They were still as worried as if they had not seen Jesus do what He did.  
 
Matthew 6:31-33 – 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the 
Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you. 
 

2. They didn’t carry the memory of that great miracle. They did not remember, 
they forgot! 

 
We need to remember the acts of Jesus so nothing is lost from the memory bank of 
our lives. 
 
1 Chronicles 16:11-12 11 Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore! 
12 Remember His marvellous works which He has done, His wonders, and the 
judgments of His mouth, 
 
Psalm 145:5-8, 15  - 5 I will meditate on the glorious splendour of Your majesty, 
And on Your wondrous works. 6 Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, 
and I will declare Your greatness. 7 They shall utter the memory of Your great 
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goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy.  
 
15 The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them their food in due season. 
 
Psalms 78: 19-20 - Yes, they spoke against God: They said, “Can God prepare a 
table in the wilderness? 20 Behold, He struck the rock, so that the waters gushed out, 
and the streams overflowed. Can He give bread also? Can He provide meat for His 
people?” 
 
Verses 41-42 - Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of 
Israel. 42 They did not remember His power: The day when He redeemed them from 
the enemy, 
 
Verse 35 - Then they remembered that God was their rock, and the Most High God 
their Redeemer. 
 
Psalms 78:6-7 - That the generation to come might know them, the 
children who would be born, that they may arise and declare them to their children, 
That they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His 
commandments; 
 
 
 


