A fresh revelation of the Father

Last week we talked about a revelation of Jesus. Today is Father’s Day and I want to
talk about having a revelation of the Father.

Jesus came to give us a revelation of the Father.
John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom
of the Father, He has declared Him.

John 14:9

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’?

In Luke 15 Jesus told us a wonderful story about the Father:
Luke 15:11-32

We know this to be the story of the Prodigal Son. However, this is primarily the story
of a special Father — Abba Father and his own relationship with us.

The Pharisees are the target audience of this story because, like the older son in the
story, they had no understanding of the heart of the Father, of His character and
compassion, or of the value of lost souls turning to God.

Here are a few ways the Father is revealed to us in this story:

1. He respects our decisions. He does not violate the free will of man.
The younger son had made up his mind about leaving. He could hardly wait for it. The
father was under no legal or moral obligation to give his younger son his share of the
inheritance but he did it and didn’t interfere with his son’s decision.

Deuteronomy 30:19 - I call heaven and earth as witnesses today
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore

choose life, that both you and your descendants may live.

2. The Father is revealed here as a bridge-builder, a sprinter, a
jeweller, a shoemaker, a tailor and a party planner.

a) The bridge-builder
When that son asked for his inheritance, he knew he was a burning a bridge with his

family. That was the most insulting thing a son could ever do in the culture of the day.
This was highly unconventional and it was like saying, “I wish you were dead”.



He then left to a far country. He went as far away as he could. There was no turning
back because in the culture of the day, there was no forgiveness possible for such a vile
act.

The fathers’ unconditional acceptance shows him as a bridge-builder. He makes a way.
Jesus said, ‘I am the way’ — God bridged the separation between us and Himself. It
doesn’t matter how far you have gone, when we come repentant like this younger son,
the arms of the Father will reach out to embrace us.

b) The sprinter

The Father ran to his son. In that culture, this would be unthinkable. The Jews
listening to this parable of Jesus knew this to be so. The patriarch would never run or
make the first move in such a situation. It was undignified for a distinguished older
man to run. Also, in Jewish custom it was indecent for any man to lift the hem of his
robe running.

The earliest Arabic translation of the NT replaced the word “run” by “went” because in
their culture it was also considered unacceptable for a father in this situation to be the
one running to meet the son.

V. 22 NIV - == “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.

Quick! Why was the father in such a hurry?

A wayward, disgraced child, returning to the village of origin, would bring great shame
to the family. There was a Jewish custom called “the rejection ceremony”. In this
ceremony, a jar was brought to the face of the child and then they would break it
saying, “you are now dead for us and our relationship is over, irretrievable just like
the pieces of this shattered jar’.

That is why the Father ran. He wants to get to the son ahead of the judgement of his
son and the rejection ceremony. God wins the race for grace!

¢) The Father is a shoemaker, jeweller and tailor

The father made provision for the son to be in the right attire: not dressed as a slave
and a servant but with shoes (servants could not wear shoes), the best robe (in the
Scriptures a robe is always a sign of righteousness) and with a_ring on his finger (a
signet ring with the family mane — a sign of both identity and authority). The prodigal
wanted to come back as a slave but the father received him as a son.

The father gave the son something he didn’t deserve (what a picture of grace) and
withheld what he actually deserved (that is mercy).

d) The party planner
. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this

my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be
merry.



The father gave order for a great celebration to be put in place. The fatted calf was
killed: In the culture of that day, you would only kill the fatted calf for a minimum of
120 people. What a joyful time that was!

Verse 25 speaks of music and dancing that was heard even by the older brother who
was coming from the field! This was a loud Jewish celebration. There is nothing
irreverent about loudness just as there is nothing inherently holy about silence.

Nehemiah 8:10 - 22 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet,
and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our
Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Nehemiah 12:43 - Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God
had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.

In the heart of the God of the universe, of our heavenly father, there are plans for joy
and celebration over those who come to His embrace.

32 [t was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead
and is alive again, and was lost and is found.”

Luke 15:7
I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

In the OT, we read about God-appointed times of feasting and celebration for the Jews.
There were at least 7 feasts per year. Jesus told us in the NT:

John 10:10 (AMPC) ¢ The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I
came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till
it overflows).

Conclusion

What a great revelation of the Father: He is extravagant, generous, a bridge-builder,
a sprinter, a provider of sonship, righteousness and identity, a party planner!



